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PREFACE. 



I HEUE present the public with the 
Lives of two extraordinary men j— ex- 
traordinary they certainly were, though 
dot useful, nof even great, 'fhe first 
particularly, frbm the most ' 'obscii/e 
origin, rose to' the command of ia mo- 
narchy, where uncontrolled power and 
unlimited magnificence reside upon 
the throne, and where the opinion that 
favours -noble birtli, ' firevails with the 
greatest rankness.'Such indeed is one of 
the marks of a despotic government. 
A 3 There 
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IV PEEFACE. 

There is no security for the fruits of 
hat, honourable industry ; no protec- 
tion for the rights of any part of the 
community: bi^t no-where does the 
ferment of bold intrigue and presump- 
tuous ambition extend wider^ or work 
with more violent agitation. 

The glare which scorches Vegetation, 
and dingsbarrenness abroad » exalts mu4 
smd ordure into life, ei^pands tbereptilQ 
in^p tl^^ mounting insect of the dayf-rr 
^ves him wings to fly, invpsts hiqi 
with a gaudy coat, till, in his turn, he 
9inks beneath that glory from which he 
derived his existence. 

"piat state, pp the pontrary, where 
the prpj^pss from obscurity is slow and 
labortpu),— where th^ imagination is 

%^ not 
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liot sMiised with the vicitsitajei of 
iudden rises and sadden faDs,— wher^ 
the iuborditiation of ranks is raoii 
^ictly presefved, is like those region^ 
which, enjoying a mild sky and tem- 
perate suns, exhibit the lefreshtsg 
spectacle of greenness ahd fertility, but 
(^an boast neither of the magnificencd 
of storms not the sptendoor of meteors. 

I sifaall jnst notice some of the books 
iroiri whiih 1 colleitid the faistovy 
which follows. 

1 received Irom Spain, a translation 
of S Life of Ripjurdii which appealed 
ih Holland, pleiitifully interspersect 
with notes, tending to correct the erroit 
of the originaT. The transhior seems 
to be a man of good judgement and in- 
dustrious 
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VI PREFACE. 

dustrious researc||.. The name of Mr. 
le Margne in the title-page is» I am 
infoxmed, fictitious. His real name 
was Don Salvador Maner, which is to 
be iWnd ia the privilege prefixed. 
Whj he made us^of a fictitious name, 
whcn,his real one meets the eye a page 
or, twp after, I have not beenabje to dis- 
cover ; but under one or the other, I 
believe he is equally a stranger to the. 
English reader. For this reappn. when 
I have occasion to refer to him.in tJi« 
course of the work, I mention him ge- 
nerally as the Spanish author. 

I am indebtet^ to him for several 
curious particulars; and I have availed 
myself of "many of his corrections in 
the original Life of Ripperda. 

I have 
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pre:pacx. Til 

I have however preferred the original, 
to part of his narrative of Ripperda's 
African transactionsj 

His-supposition, that Ripperda went 
to Barbary merely for the purpose of 
security and retirement, is nowise pro- 
bable, i I 

Lord Harrington's ! correspondence 
attests the smarting "resentment witk 
which he was agitated at his falL ' 

The constatit warfare carried on by 
the states of Barbary: against Spaing 
points out that views of revenge car- 
ried him thither.: This is perfectly- 
agreeable to the rest of his character. 

He could not ^cpomfJijih any of 
these 
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thine viewa without renouncing hii 
leligion. That he did to, was tht pre 
vailing opinion at the tinu. The edict 
of the King of Spain, taking away his 
dignities and titles, speaks of his 
* Crimea tan feo," which may be sup- 
posed to refer to something uorb thiin 
merely his residing in Barbary. 

WAshqtt not be disposed to Ihilik, 
«ltk the i'Spanisb anther, thdt « man 
who had twice renounced bis raligion, 
would sacrifice ambition, which had 
been thb passion oS his life, and the 
thirst of Tengeaoeeh to his teligiow 
soraplea,~-at least, whilst h)« health 
wu tolnabiy good, ani dedth seemed 
at » iitlAAte. 

Thete Is an evident ditpdsitton is the 

Spanish 
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FbEFACEi ■ IX 

Spanish author to sbften Ripperda's 
Conduct 86 much as possible to the 
Spanish nation, vith much too favour- 
Able ail opinion of the general cora- 
{^exion of his character. 

Though, however, I have preferred 
the original Life in these two circum- 
stances, — the views which carried him 
to Barbarj and the religion he pro- 
iessed there ; I have followed the trans- 
lator in other particulars. 

Lord . Harrington's correspondence, 
which forms a part of the very curious 
and valuable correspondence published 
by Mr. Coxe, and I'Abb^ Montgon's 
M^moires, furnish as good materials 
as could be desired, for the history of 
Ripperda's ministry. 

1 Gibbon, 
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X PREFACE, 

■ Gibbon, in the journal of his read- 
ingp,, .gives a charaq(«r of Montgon's 
M6moir^s. Tliey are, as he spys, pro- 
lix and, tedious enough in all consci- 
ence: but he happened to be a,t Ma- 
drid during the time of Ripperda's 
power, on a secret political mission in 
the service of the Duke of Bourbon, and 
had good opportunities of knowing the 
whole truth. This mission was not 
very pleasing to Cardinal Fleury,. who 
disappointed all his ambitious specula- 
tions, and reduced him to the necessity 
of abandoning France. The pains he 
take^ to di^ujse his ambitiousispecu- 
lations,^are curious. The motive ; fee 
assigrxs for underjtaking his ^Spanish, 
journey, to edify himself by co^jteni- 
plating King Philip in his ret^pen>eot 
of St- Ildephouso, . coupled with the 
circumstance. 
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PREFACE. XI , 

circumstance, that in reality be did not 
set out tiH after- he knew Philip bad 
re-ascended the throne* exposes him to 
the derision of tlie reader. 

The Spanish author has supplied me, 
too, with some .circumstances relating 
to the early part of Alberoni's residence 
in Spain. The M6moires of the Duke 
de St. Simon and of Ducloa frequent- 
ly speak of him. The latter appear to 
me written with more of solid sense 
and,5ober judgement, than are com- . 
monly met with in FrcQch authors. 

The Mfemoires of the Marquis de St. 

Philippe, contain the bulky facts m 

Alberoni's public transactions', heavily 

delivered and with little critical dis- 

cernment, 
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cerDni^nfi biit ti'ith much appearance 
i/{pa.iieiii knd adctri-ate Itiftestigdiidn:. 

In relating the f>lot 6r cbftspifacy of 
Cellamare, the M6moires of Mademoi- 
ielie Laundy, after\*afds Madame de 
Staaf, Assisted me. They are lively 
and entertaining. She was in the ser- 
vice of (he Duchess de Maine, arid 
^Utrcisted with her secrets. A certain 
fchevaTier Menil, who was coA^ried with 
her in th« Bastille, and amused him- 
self dui'in^ the corifinemenil! in writitlg' 
sentin^ent&I letters to her, for whoih 
she conceived a violent passion, to 
which he rtfade nd i^tnrn after he got 
k% libe^tyV ^ml of ^borri She dpeaks 
rAidesSantJy, a^p^ar? indeed to have 
b<i^ etri in^pi^ kiftd 6f a peVsonage. 
Thq 
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The good w^Baa was certainly unrsa- 
sonable to expect any one should fsdl 
in lore irith her, according to the de^ 
scription she gives of herself; — mmgre, 
6^he, et disagriahle. Yet her head 
was f»Il of the passions she kindled, 
lipd the gaUantries she inapired. 

For the particulars I have asBemUed 
relative to the states of Barbary, I axB 
obliged to a variety of publications. 
Mr. Lemprifere's late travels to Morocco 
are judicious and well written. Cem- 
modoie Stewart and Captain Braith- 
\?aile visited this empire not long be- 
fore the period of my history. I have 
consulted the narratives of their jour- 
neys both for men and manners. Tlie 
latter may be supposed to have under- 
gone 
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XIV PREFACE. 

gone some change, from lapse of time. 
We are well informed of the state of 
Morocco ; but our accounts of Al- 
giers are meagre indeed. What T have 
said, concerning it, I gleaned with 
much pains from a number of books. 
But Mr. Falcon, lately British consul 
there, was so good as to revise my 
statement, and add to my information. 
Tempted by the novelty and curiosity 
of the subject, I had entered into a 
good deal of detail:— but, an intimate 
apd most enlightened Friend, whose 
aj)sepce at this time, in a distant part 
of the globe, I have to lament, sug- 
gesting to me the slender connection 
it had with my sybject; I pressed the 
matter I had collected, into the ge- " 
neralyiew now published. 

I take 
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FREVACB. XV 

I take no notice of a book intitled 
*• Testament politique du Cardinal 
Alberoni." It is very common, but no 
doubt a fabrication, and a poor one.* 
I should have, wished to have seen 
a Life publislied «t Flacentia soon 
after his death ; but I could not me^ 
with it. 

I may be blamed for referring, in a 
history of past times, to recent events, 
and the present circumstances of my 
country. But what is a history of 
__ past times, except in the light of these 

* It is the woric of a hungry French writer of the 
name of Maubert, who was a^erwards employed in 
wridog the Bnateh Gazette, which gave such offence 
to all true-horn Englishmen, and is mentioned in seve- 
ral of oar patriotic songs. 

gigantic 
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XVi PEEFACE. 

pgantic anti tremenctoMs events? a 
nter^ f^ry tale I They have changed 
the whole aspect of human af^irs. 
They press hourly on our fteliog?, on 
our dearest interests ! My pen was 
eonducted to them hy an involuntary 
impulse. — If this shall not be deemed 
an excuse, let it be regarded only as 
the exposition of a fact. 
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THfi 



JLIFE 

Of 

CARDINAL ALBERONL 



JTULIlfS ALBERONI was born in an 
obscure dwelling, at one of the extremi- 
ties of the city of PUcentia, March 30, 
1664. 

His parents were in the meanest circum- 
stances ; his father earned his Uvelihood as 
a gardincr. 

The opinion of a ruling passion, whicb^ 
according to our elegant moral poet, dis- 
covers itself in the first unfoldings of the 
mind, and gathers strength through all 
the changes of life, never received ao for- 
cible an illustration as in the instance b(;- 
fore us. 
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From his earliest childhood, Alberoni 
had one object perpetually in view. In 
the pursuit of this, no difficulties discou- 
raged him, no -affronts or indignities re- 
pulsed him ; nothing so mean to which he 
would not stoop ; no eKperiment so un- 
promising, which he was not prepared 
to fry. 

He first engaged the notice of a parish- 
priest, as a forward officious boy. — This 
priest took him into his service, taught 
him to read and write, and the rudiments 
of the Latin tongue. 

He next received instruction from some 
Batnabite Ffiars, who were pleased with 
an air of quickness and docility about 
him. 

His attention to ingfatiate himself with 
his protectors had so good an effect, that 
he was appointed ringer of bells to the 
cathedral. 

Here he came under the observation of 
the Canons, who, seeing him busy every 
where, and studious to recommend him- 
self to every one, testified to him some de- 
gree of good-will. The wily youth was 
□ot 
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not without dutinguishingeyea. He, dis- 
covered those who possessed the eir of the 
^hqi, and took care to be most as^idtioo* 
about theo^. 

He. determined to 1»ecoqj^e ao eccle- 
siastic, 9Bd by the influence of the peFsona 
who befriended him, was admitted to thie 
minor orders. He received the -tonanr^ 
that u, had the form of a crown shaved 
upon his head ; which denotes a person set 
apart for ecclesiastical functions. 

His. next st«p was to receive the order of 
priesthood : — but here be found sonjie difr 
ficuHy. 

Where a life of idleness invites so many 
to become Priests, Bishops are not willing 
te ordain those who aie likely to beccune a 
burthen to the churdh. lliia likelihood 
strongly atUched to AJberoni. However, 
he found means to overcome the objection; 
and a priest he was ordained. 

Bcdi^ now an ecclesiastic in due form, 
be went to 8«eK his fortune. He quitted 
the place of his nativity, aud repaired to 
Ravenna. 

B S Ravenna ~ 
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Ravenna, ,once a flourishing city, was 
at this time in deplorable circumstances of 
decline. Subject to the Popes, it shoved 
the influence of its ecclesiastical govern- 
ment in the gloom and melancholy which 
overspread it. A great part of its popula- 
tion consisted of Monks and Friars. A 
aauntering laziness was the general charac- 
teristic of its inhabitants. The cheerful 
sounds of industry or pleasure were never 
heard within its walls. 

The vice-legate Monsignor Bami, was in 
consequence much oppressed with languor 
and listlessness. He was looking about for 
relief when Alberoni arrived. No one ex- 
celled him in vivacity and buffoonery, and 
seemed intended by nature, for what Mon- 
signor Barni wanted. 

He became a constant guest at his table, 
and was thought the' most droll and di- 
verting of men. 

To recompense him, Monsignor Barni 
appointed him a sort of steward or super* 
intendant in his household. 

Barni was soon after made Bishop of Pla- 
centia. 
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centia, aoH was accompanied by Alberoni ; 
who found in the gossip of his native city, 
new means of entertainii^ his patron. 

fiarni discovering, I suppose, his house- 
hold afiaira not very well managed, relieved 
himself, by giving his steward the first 
vacant stall in his cathedral. Having oc- 
casion soon after for a preceptor for his 
nephew I'Abb^ Bami, he thought of no 
one but his steward metamorphosed into a 
Canon. 

Alberoni set out with his pupil for 
Rome. — If the young gentleman did not 
make much proficiency in classical or ec- 
clesiastical knowledge, he was better 
amused. He found in his preceptor a 
ready and dexterous go-between with those 
kind beauties, who at Rome, as well as in 
other places, are not inexorable to the ad- 
dresses of the young and rich*. 
Alberoni might now consider his circum- 

* I originally collected theie particulan of tha 
early life of Alberoni iron an auoDyinou* bittory, 
wbicb I suppoie is of little authority ; fagt I have 
feuud them lince, for the avtt part, coofinnsd by 
the Spanish author, wliom I mentwn in n>y prefacs. 
Stances- 
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stances as sufficiently flourishing. But 
fortune had not yiet disclosed the mii^cles 
she had in store lor him. 

The beginning of the eighteenth cen- 
tury saw the da\s'n of his greatness. A 
war had broken oilt, which involved -the 
greatest part of Europe. The contending 
potentates made 'ihe first trial of their 
strength on the banks of the Po ;— the 
'iDake de Venddme commandedthe anfly 
of France. 

The singularities of this manwei'ethe 
means appointed to raise Alberoni. 
'■'Vendome'jftTected in his manners and 
'i!feiJortmeflt, a cynical contempt for the 
^■forms^^aiid 'decencies of life. His person 
-exhibited' a' disgusting filthiness. His 
'equals he treated with brutality. He sub- 
' "iriitted to little restraint even with his su- 
periors. His birth, his rank, his rq}utation 
for a- daring and enterprising captain, 
seemed to authorize this extraordinary con- 
duct, and were allowed to excuse it. 

On his arrival in Italy, be had to treat 

with the petty princes, whose territories 

were exposed to the inroads of the hostile 

armies. 
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armiw. All would haye wished .to have 
been reacted as neutral ; but in the col- 
lision of the powerful, the feeble who are 
in the neighboiuhood of the shock, must 
expect ^o suffer. 

One of the prificipal suflferers at this 
tine, yf^a Francis Duke of Parnia. After 
haying seen his states plundered withoi^ 
mefcy by the Inipe>iali;ts, and haying in 
..T^in invoked the thunders of the Vatican, 
prpfessing himself a ya^^l of the Popes *; 
.he had reason to apprehend treatment n<ft 
.jntfre sparing from the progress of the 
JFrench armies. He rcsolTcd therefore to 
send a deputation to Vendome, the com- 
mander-in-chief. 

jl^ie person c}y>sen for this jdeputation, 
was a Count Roncovieri, Bishop of St. 
Dqnninoy a small town between Parma and 
Placentia. Alberoni who filled nearly the 
.same situation about his person, that he 
had done about that oif Monsignor £arhi — 
the situation of a diverting companion, 
was his attendant on the occasion. 

• See hereaftsr. 

When 
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When these reverend deputies were an- 
nounced to Vendome, he happened to be 
performing a ceremony, the gravity of his- 
tory &nds it difficult to express*. He was 
Opt a man to be disturbed by the entrance 
of such deputies. Without therefore 
changing hts position, he ordered them to 
be admitted. 

Roncovieri, a nobleman and a bishop, 
affronted at this strange reception, preci- 
pitately withdraw ; but Alberoni remained, 
witnessed the whole process with much 
good-humour, and finally broke out into 
a satly of buffoon adulation exactly calcu- . 
lated to please the Duke. ■ 

The Duke was indeed so pleased, that he ' 
would not allow him to return to the 
court of Parma, but kept him with him to 
season his nocturnal revels, with that gross 
pleasantry in which he delighted; 

Alberoni saw the moment of his for- 

• He tna actually an his close-stool. At the coo- 
clutioD he exhibited faiiqteirin a wa.5, which produced 
the burlesque exclainatioo of Alberoni, ah culo di 
Anselo! 

tune 
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tune arrived ; and determined to improve 
it*. 

The Duke had a voracious appetite for 
flattery. This he plentifully supplied. With 
the topics of adulation, he occasionally 
intermixed obscene jests and stories; was 
busy in the kitchen, and possessed the 
art of dressing ragouts of cheese to the 
Duke's taste. 
' He was soon admitted to familiarity, 
crept into his patron's confidence, and wag 
allowed to inspect his letters. 

This inflaming his natural presumption, 
his iitipertinence would sometimes draw on 
him severe chastisement. On one occa- 
sion, he received a regular caning in pre- 
sence of the whole army : but his vivacity 
was proof against such checks. He was 
■laughed at, laughed himself. 

When Vendome quitted Italy, he took 
Alberoni along with hiin. He continued 

t Another Kcount i>, that hit uitrodnctioa to 
Vendome wai by means of a poet of tbe name of 
Capritton, with whom he had sccidentallj formed ao 
acquaintance. I have followed the naTratiye of tke 
DdIm de St. Simon and Da9k»< 

«n 
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%a :hiimble attendant about his person^ 
sometimes ia Flanders, sometimes in the 
■Duke's retirement of Auet ; and in this 
capacity, fallowed him to Spain in 1710, 
vhere Yendooie was sent to take the com- 
mand of the French and Spanish army. 
The monarchy was obstinately disputed 
-betveen Philip, of the ikmily of Bourbon, 
supported by his grandfather, Lewis XIV". 
And the Archduke Charles, brother to the 
Emperor Joseph. 

Philip, who was finally declared king of 
Spain, was ja prince of slender capacity, 
ijodolent, arid .uxorbus. His wife, who 
-vas in reality tbe sovereign, was Maria- 
-Ijauisa, of Savoy, daughter .of Duke Vic- 
'torAmodena ; . apd she used, with- modera- 
rtion, .the .power she derived from the cha- 
racter and pa^ions of her husband. Her 
^diaposition v^ ui>describably ^weet, and 
!pij9fiilred m her.loVely countenance. Her 
eyes were touched with a sprightly soft- 
. ness, which bespoke a mind at once gentle 
, arid animated. Her person was small, but 
^finely, proportionftd. She was .adored by 
the people, and deserved tbeir attachment, 
not 
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Wt ^6nty by thie -alfafale ^graces : wliich 
•adorned h«r, but t^Vheh^her virtues df 
couragctod^agHbhftiait^. Tbesedlic had 
oiten oeeflaioD to'elxeit. '■■'■■■<: 

Reverses had oearly wearied out <tfa'e con- 
stancy of Philip. In de8{>siir, he was on 
the point of giving up his crown. Tile 
voice of his consort Matde him -ashamed of 
his weifkofessi and call^ up in his breast 
more generOds resoliJtittftis. 

Lewi^XrV. sinking'in-thie^Bifl&manner 
under Hie tnisfortunca" of *ar, would 'bavt 
withdrawn his support-frdm his graindson, 
biit this 'temporary wivering ifrJis soon 
^3Vercortrt, by the pathetic entreaties and 
smild' eipbsEtrtations-of Maria-Louisa. 

When4:he royal coflEfers' wtre ■ exhailsteid, 
and thie^i'Enandiers of -thHip perplexed;; she 
ptobar^ tnrJney'byhet ^oothtng'address 
and captSyating- roaancrs. ■ 

In tme 6ff 'these jyresiingr exigencies, she 
went in person to the town-hall «£ Madrid, 
and haranguW thc'TrtagiStrates with the 
'dignity 6f ' a queeni land 'the persuasive 
sweetness '6f a womaii. • They immediately 
contvihbMd six thousand pistoles. 

By 
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By tlw fQrms of the punish couf^ the 
Camo'istas, or young ladies who attend 
the quecD, are under the care and ouperin* 
tendance of a chief, who u called Caine<r 
rara Major. 

This is a situation of considoable im- 
portance, from the opportunities of personal 
influence which it gives. 

On the marriage of Philip, Cardinal 
Portocarrero had procured it for a lady to 
whom he had been attached by very ten- 
der ties. ' This was the Princess D'Ursini. 

She was a French woman by birth ; — 
her name La Tremouille. When very 
youngi she had been married to Talleyrand, 
- Prince de Chalais. After his death, she 
tr9,vf;lled into Italy. Here she became 
acquainted with Cardinal Poitocarrero. 
A rich Italian nobleman^ the Puke de 
Bracciano, of the family D'Ursini, was 
persuaded to fall in love with her, and 
marry her. 

She now established her residence at 
Rome. Her house was the resort of all 
that was elegant and distinguished in that 
city. Every one was in good-hamour, ex- 
' I cept 
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cept ha husband. But this created little 
uneasiness in the sprightly Duchess. She 
amused herself vith occaBional excursions 
to Paris. In one of these, she formed a con- 
necdoD with Madame de Muntenqn, aod 
was admitted into her little knot of saivts. 

She soon distinguished herself by the 
vigour of her orthodoxy. 

The mother of the Galilean church had 
been unfortunately seduced by the soft, 
mystical eloquence of Fendon, in the 
famous controversy concerning the lore of 
God. The tender*faearted Archbishop had 
recommended this love in language so 
much resembling that of human passion, 
that the ladies were zealons partisans of 
his opinions. Not so DlJrsini ; she was 
rigid and iufiexible. Returning from one 
of her visits to the French capital, she 
found her husband dead. After this, whe- 
tixn from the embarrassment of her circum' 
stances*, or from that unaccountable am- 

* In OM of ber latten, quotod in Uw titauinM 4» 

KoaillM, tbe mti, " J« tuii gMOH ; U «t vrai ^ 

j)«t it ii mootioaed la the Mwaoim 4* St. Simoi^ 

tiutibefawl bBassectatl/laftftcoaHiknUcfattiiiie. 

bttion 
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faitum x^tctk okenned aiOoag thi l^ber. 
nnks of mankind of courting slavery 
when disguised by the names aad splndid 
trappings uf grefttaess, abe quiMed the life, 
of iodependence she had hitherto led, and 
soUckcd the appointnteftt that has been 
mtifttioied, of Cameiara Major to the 
Queen of Spun. 

This is the picture the gives of her litua- 
tiQii:-r" Good God! what a lot has been ' 
cast upon roe ; I hare not a naonient's le- 
pose ! The timie is past, when I could take 
a little rest after my dmnei^ and eat vhen 
I was hungry. I estrem myself Init too 
lucky vhen I can make a hurded meat 
It often happens 1 am. called away just as 
I am tasting the first fait. I have the 
honour of giving the king his night-gown 
when be goes to bed, and bis slippers when 
he gets up. I am likewise loaded with his 
majesty's sword when iui goes to undress 
himself. I am even -sometimes the bearer 

of his chamber pot 

He is so well pleaded with my seryic^f, 

that he ha« frequentjy the goodness to call 

me up a fitU ceupio «f lioucs before I 

vould 
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would wish to I^ve my bed. The qiiecn 
iiods alt this extremely divertingy and con-; 
descends to Smile at the ridiculous 8crae» 
I exhibit : yet she has not the same coa- 
fideDc^ in me she had in tbe cbambor- 
maids of her own countiy. I am not half 
so much in her good graces. Why ? for 
the lift of me, I cannot c6nceive. I am 
sure they were not so bandy in taldag off 
her shoes and stockings and waging her 
feet*." 

Before age hid subdued the attractiona 
of her person, D'Ursini was cast in a mould 
of voluptaonsness and desire^ She was 
above the middle sizc^ of a brown com- 
plexion ; her bosom exuberantly full, her 
blue eyes large, and full of fire. 

The character of her mind was violent 
and imperious ; hurrying forward to its 
objects without much regard to difficulties 
or obstacles, or a very scrupulous atten- 
tion to the choice of means ; — all thi» 
concealed under the appearance of gentle- 
ness and sweetness. 

, * Mein.de Noaillet, vol. u. pp. I71—173. 

Xi 
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In the various erenta of a doabtful war; 
^e royal couple whom she directed, had 
more than once occasion to borrow con- 
stancy and resolution fiam her. Her 
spirit, not easily broken or dismaid, im- 
parted vigour to dieirs. 

Few women were better qualified to shine 
in the private circles of life ; — her diversi- 
fied experience had given her great iQsight 
into the characters of men ; she possessed 
in a supreme degree, what has been called 
the knowledge of the world, that nice per- 
ception, that exquisite feeling, which in 
' the mixed assemblage of society, discerns 
at once what is proper for every one, and 
assigns to every one what his sensibility 
demands. 

The most courtly polish was diffused 
over her manners. Her conversation was 
of inexhaustible variety and fertility. 
' Chastity, it must be owned, was not her 
distinguishing virtue. A man of the name 
of D'Aubigni, triumphed over the politi- 
cian, and found her the fond woman, wil- 
ing to purchase pleasure by any sacrifice. 
A dUsembler in every thing else, here she 
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ivas open and 6ven impudent. This was 
evinced on a remarkable occasion. 

The French ambassador, in a dispatch 
directed to Lewis XIV, giving him a pic- 
ture of the Spanish court, had occasion, 
of course, to speak of D'Uraini :— " There 
is a stout young fellow," said he, " of the 
name of D'Aubigni*, one of her household, 
who certainly goes to bed to her. But I 
make no doubt they are privately married." 
" Pour marine ! non ;" was her marginal 
annotation, when she intercepted the dis- 
patch, which she allowed with this com- 
mentary, to go forward to its destination. 

But if iu this instance, her passions over- 
came her discretion, in another she con- 
sulted entirely the public good. She had 
the merit of recommending Orri to the 
place of minister of finance, and supporting 
him in the reforms he judged it necessary 
to introduce. By his solid and laborious 
science, the revenue was considerably m- 
creased, and relieved from a heavy bur- 
then of debt. 

A view of the court of Philip would b« 

indeed imperfect, which excluded his con- 

c fessor. 
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feaior. . Pfert D'A&benton ■ had foUoved 
him from France in, this capacity. > 

Thoiigh the King was sufficiently dis- 
posed to piy implicit obedience to his con- 
fessor, yet so galling was the yoke D'Aa- 
benton maintaioed over him, that he more 
than once testified his impatience. D*Au- 
benton was an instniment employed by 
those, who wisbed to supplant the ascend' 
ant of the Queen and D'Ursini. The 
latter was aware of this, and only waited 
for a, &vourable opportunity to effect the 
dismissal; of the bonfessor. 

Such .iras. thei court of Spain, at the ar- 
xlvali of. Alb^rojii. He immediately laid 
down for .himself the plan of conduct ho 
vaft to pursue ; to examine evei^ part of 
thliiscon^.^kh ^tention, diaeoverthe lead- 
ing veakaettca of tile principal actors, and 
manage thein to ^isovn^advantage. 
, ..Manlylof ithelproTiBces were.in rebellion, 
mare' ta, Jbit decided. He was.ihought a 
propec pexiOQ to be: sent to tiis: best dis- 
posed among them, to intrigue .vifth the 
jMis^ffiaetcdfiibribe. scime^ Andi >iBtiinidate 
others. M]Us;:di«:barged tbiil j cpmniasion 
.I'tT.;, ■■• with 
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with dexterity, and had bo iniaU success 
as a spy and clandestine, agent; 

Veodanie and D'Uraini were soon at 
variance. She l^as ambitious of an un- 
limited influence, .and he was little dis- 
posed to submit to her contrcmlin any 
tlung. 

When he went, therefore, to take, the 
command of the army, he left Alberonj to 
vatch any intrigues which might be. set on 
foot against him in his absence, trufiting 
entirely ttf his zeal in counteracting tbfiWl. 

fint zealous gratjtude was no part of 
Alberoni's character. He reiDained at Ma* 
drid, observing the cuitious managemeab 
ofonei who nevei'<>a any occasion tUnktf 
of thwarting or Offending power, whose 
eye is perpetually intetJt on all the trem- 
blings of the balance, asd who is at all 
tiibes ready to throng himself ihtd the scale 
that shall dppear to preponderate. 

TThis' ambiguous ' conduct, however, es- 
eajled the notice of his benefactor ; , for, a 
little before his death, he procured him a 
pension of four thousand ducats on the 
Arohbeho^rie of Yalaicia. 

c 2 . His 
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His death happened in 1712, 

Alberoni was now without the advan- 
tages a powerful protection might be sop- 
posed to afford him ; but felt himself 
withal, more at liberty. He might pur- 
sue his ambitious speculations without 
fetter or restraint 

The Queen Maria-- Louisa died two years 
after : and his aptitude for speculations of 
this kind, had an opportunity of showing 
itself. 

The propensity which impelled the King 
to a second marriage, was of a nature not 
to be resisted.- It became necessary to 
provide him with a wife as soon as possible; 
but who this wife should be, was a matter 
of infinite moment to all whose hopes and 
fears were directed towards the cpurt; — 
to none so much as to D'Ursiai.' 
■ Her mind delivered itself over to the 
most anxious meditation. In the critical 
situation in which she stood, her fall, she 
foresaw, would be the consequence of a 
&lse stq> ; hence the doubts and waverings, 
which distracted her. 

A glance of hope shot across her at oae 
. ' time 
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tinle to ascend herself the royal bed. She 
was past the age of inspiriag love: — but a 
less fastidious passion, she knew> animated 
Philip. 

She contrived' to have her bed-room 
near his ; she was perpetually going into 
the latter, under pretence of discharging 
her duty as governess to his children ; she 
employed every art to inflame him during 
the painful celibacy he endured : but pride, 
which mixed strongly with the workings 
of his gloomy mind, rendered all these 
arts ineffectual. Being told that it was 
thought he would marry the Princess, he 
expressed himself in a way which appeared 
to her a signal to abandon her hopes. 

Disappointed in this scheme, she began 
to reflect more seriously on the several 
Princesses vho might be chosen. She 
dreaded a Princess from Portugal;— the 
neighbourhood of the kingdoms would 
establish a perpetual intercourse between 
the two courts, which might be dangerous 
to her. A French Princess she equally 
feared ; — French vivacity would not ea- 
sily be subduted to the yoke she prepared 
for 
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for the futiire queen. She xt length be- 
thought hersdf of the court of Parma. 

Francis, the reigning Dakci had no 
children: but his deceased brother Oduard, 
whom he had succeeded, had left adaugh- 
t&,' to whom Francis had 'h«come still 
more closely allied, by marrying her mo- 

tll^.T 

D'Ursini had heard that this daughter 
(whoae name was Elizabeth) had been 
hardly brought- upi kept in perpetual sub- 
jection, -and educated, as it should seem, 
for a life of dependence. Nothing' could 
Hieet mi>re exactly her views; and then 
she promised herself gratitude and suhniis- 
sion without bounds, should Elizabeth 
have to thank her for her elevation ifrom 
the o^curky 'and. poverty bf a petty court 
in Italy, to the rank and- splendour^' of 
Queen of Spain. ' ' ; . 

' But before she finally decided, her evil 
genius led her tb consult . Atberonij y/hd 
was- vefy much in her intimacy and con- 
fidence, since, in order to secure her fk-' 
TouTj he had Sacrificed the exclusive at-* 
iadhtnent he oved the Duke de Vendome. 
■■'■'■ ' She 
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She might htfve r^ed^ that a, pei^ou; ca- 
pable of such dagraat u^ratitud^vWasnot 
to be relied opon against aay vitWs of in- 
terest which he might be led to- entertain; 
3ut th0 artllil ItalUa bad contrived to per* 
soade her, that her singular taleots'foi 
gainiag the hearts of men had '. alone pre- 
Tailed: over the inclination he felt for' his 
bearfacttff ; and . a piece of . dzttery stt 
Bweet to the. vanity of woman,;, badbercft 
her of her usual sagacity and < dbcem- 
ment 

Alberoni shewed himself on thi» occasion 
accomplished in pei'fidy. He was well ac- 
quainted, with tlie .court of Parmai and 
knew the Princess Elisabeth was the very 
reverse of-what D'Ursini supposed her. 

Instead of the simple docile character 
ber ^ec^ved -iftiaginatioH 'bestowed upon 
her, she possessed a dispmitibn In- the higfa- 
e&t' degree :bald, aspirinrg, impatient of 
oootrol.-: . ' ' 

• But Albenoni had formed apUn of am^- 
bitioa on tiie illusion he saw she had fallen 
into, and therefore, said ev«ry thing to 
c(mfitni hei la it. 

■ As 
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As Philip's impatience fot a wife ad- 
mitted of no delay ; as soon as the choice 
of the Princess of Parma vas determined 
upon, the mairiage vas solemnized, and 
the new queen set out to join her desiring 
husband. 

It is said that D'Ursini, discovering her 
error, dispatched a messenger who might 
have prevented the espousal. He arrived 
at Parma just the day before that ap- 
pointed for the celebration of the marriage. 
Have you a mind to live ? was the ques^ 
tion put to him on his arrival. If so, con- 
ceal yourself till after to-morrow. 

The celebration took place; the mes- 
senger appeared; the queen pursued her 
journey to Spain through France. At 
Bayonue she saw her aunt, widow of 
Charles II. last Austrian King, of Spain, 
who lived there in great retirement on a 
small pension allowed her by the court of 
Madrid. Whether it was in this interview 
the Queen was led to adopt the extraor- 
dinary resolution she afterwards displayed, 
or was only confirmed in what was 
already in her thoughts, is very uncer- 
tain, 
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tain*. D'Ursini bad got her appoiatment 
of Caroerara Major renewed, and was im- 
patient to receive the transports of grati- 
tude she thought awaited her, 

Philip advanced as far as Guadalaxara, 
twelve leagues from Madrid, to meet bis 
expected wife. He was accompanied by 
the Camerara Major. He arrived at Gua-' 

" Aw>u9ts vary 'eiy mucb upon this subject. Ac- 
cpnding to tome, Che Queen's retolution w«s suggeated 
by tbe court of Versaillei. Othert, agaio. oUte, thftt 
she formed it upon hearing of the couuter-ordera 
^ven by the bvourite, nith relation to her marriage. 
Hei aunt was the aqthor of it, according to some. 
The plan was laid by Alberooi, according to others. 
It is no lees uncertain, whether Philip had any pre- 
vious knowledge of the transaction. I have supposed 
in the text, that he bad, agreeably to the inforiaatioii 
of the Spanish author. I have superadded a ciroum- 
stance out of Ducloa. The Marquis de St. Philippe, 
who had the be*t meat 
like a grave Spaniard, 
jetty of the throne to 
the presumption of seel 
is very possible that 
yielded to the empire b 

destined to exercise over him, and confirmed by bia 

Vc^QiepFeDce, wl^t he bad not previously autboriiedf 

dalaxsra 
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daUxara i^ day before the eve of Christ-' 

mas. 

■ lyJETpsini, whose bosom throbbed with- 
the most eager iand joyful expectations, 
wi^uld fidtstbf} here, but went seven leagues 
further to Xadraque, a village where tbo 
Queen ^fts expected to pass the ntght.> 
She had put-on x- full dress of ' ceremony, 
and promised herself a delightful evening. 
It was dark ; and the Queen was not ar- 
rived. The weather was intensely cold. 
She ordered a good fire to be made in the 
be&t room in the inn, and sat down to 
supper. Scarcely had she sat down, when 
the arrival of the Queen was announced. 
She went down stairs to meet her, and 
followed her to the apartment prepared for 
b«r. The^Queen treated. her with marked 
coldness and inditFerence. D'Ursini, ac- 
customed to a tone of authority with the 
late consort of Philip, was not a Irttle sur- 
prised; but ascribing her behaviour to her 
igupranee of the rank she occupied in the 
monafflhy, resolved to let her know who 
■he was J and^ accordingly began 'to ani- 
madvert on her slow manner of traTcUing; 
■ ' and 
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and the late hour at which she had arrived. 

The Queen angrily replied, that such lan- 
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Philip knew of her design, and in his 
heart rejoiced at it. He had long wished 
to shake off the dominion of D'Uraini, but 
had not resolution to do it himself. He 
therefore concerted the matter with the 
Queen, and wrote her a letter : — " Be sure 
you do not miss your blow ; — give her but 
an hour, and you are her slave !" 

It was the middle of winter; the ground 
covered with frost and snow ; — no pTovi- 
slons to be found in the inns of Spain ; — 
no beds : — yet D'Ursini maintained the 
strength and constancy of her character. 
She was not observed to shed a tear; — not 
a complaint escaped her. She arrived at 
length at St. John de Luz, a little town in 
France, buitt on the sea-shore ; and here 
she was set at liberty. She hastened to 
write to her old friend Madame de Main- 
tenon: — " I am here in a small house ;— 

maoicsted the circamstaoces he relates, to a persoo 
from whom he had them, vitli the intervention only 
of a third. Alberoni would, no doubt, be bigb au- 
tboritf ; but there ia no congruity in tbe transaction 
Bs Duclos describes it, scarcely is it reconcileable vith 
coramoa sense. 

the 
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the ocean before me, sometimes calm, 
sometimes agitated : — it is an image of 
■what passes in courts: — you know what 
has happened to me ; I shall not implore in 
vain your generous compassion ! " 

But she bad little to expect from the 
compassion she relied upon. It was 
thought at Versailles, that shr had beea 
wanting, during her prosperity, in deference 
and submission. She wai condemned as 
having determined on Philip's marriage, 
without the sanction she should have so- 
licit^ from France. The sprightly mar- 
ginal note to the correspondence of the 
ambassador was not forgotten. Her pre* 
posterous ambition to obtain a sovereignty 
in the Low Countries*, which had retarded*^ 
the general peace at Utrecht, had given 
great offence. 

From 

* Sfas prevuled upon PbUip to nmke the cesuou of 
this Boveretgnty to her, s condition in the trea^. 
The PlcBipotentiaries of Holland would nut agree to 
it ; and the whole negodation was at a itand. Ho- 
Ihing but the repeated menaces of Lewis XIV. would 
obtain the ligaalnre of faU grandson. The most ridi- 
culous 
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' FroiQ th^se causes, she met with a vety 
cold reception at the French court*. The 
death of the King was ao event to be ex- 
pected ; ai)d the authority would then' de- 
volve upon the Duke of Orleans, who 
reganded her as his personal enemy. She 
therefore made no long stay in Paris.- ' She 
was at a loss where to fix hersdf ; several 
states refused her admittance. At length, 
she olkained permission from the Pope to 
reside in R(»ne. She here attached her- 
self to the court of the Pretender, arid 
acted as a sort of mistress of ceremonies, 
like a veteran courtier clinging to the last,- 
to the pageantry of greatness. She died 
at a very advanced age^ in the midst of 
her frivolous occupations, in 173S. 

The day. after the banidiment of D'Ur- 

cu)o)^!p&rt of the tntDUction was, IhatD'Ursini af- 
fected to have a sort of ambassador in her own name 
tt the Congftsa, a Baroit de Boumonville, «bo ^t 
tutveraaUy laughed at, on^ waa amply recompensed 
ID Spain, , 

* -It was believM} that the design of the Queen had 
angttMtodr fr&m theAo^ as I have menthmad in a pTS> 
ceding^ note." ' -. 

' sini, 
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tini, the Queen was received by her hus- 
band at Guadalaxara. The inarnage ce- 
remony was repeated. The marriage con- 
summated, and D'Ursini and her adveo' 
turea entirely forgotten. 

Since the death of Vendome, Albertmi ■ 
had sought the acquaintance of his coun- 
trymen at Madrid, and connected Jiimaetf 
with those who might promote bis interest' 
He contrived to get a footing in the honsq 
of the Marquis de Casali, tjbe Parmasaa 
Minister. The Marquia having occaaim 
soon after to . return to his countryi- left^ 
the affairs of the Duke bis. master, in his 
bands. 

He was now therefore regarded- as -envoy 

of Farina; and. in this capacity, thought 

himself authorized to go as &r as Pampe-f 

lura, to meet the new Queen*. He pre- 

sumet^ 



teoger wbo arrived with the orden of D'Ursini^ ■nd' 
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sumed, no doubt, upon her fevour, as & 
principal instrument in procuring her ele- 
vation. Her first compliments however 
were not very encouraging : — " I have 
heard, (said she) you are an egregious ras- - 
ca]." He bowed, flattered, and quickly 
soothed and cbnciliated her. 

It was in the last days of the year 1714, 
th^ Philip and his Queen made their 
public entry into Madrid. 

A transaction of a curious nature had 
been some time in agitation, which as- 
sumed now a new aspect. Some share in 
this may be attributed to Alberoni, whose 
influence had already insinuated itself into 
the public councils. 

The privilege of Sanctuary, or the pro- 
tection afforded by certain places of wor- 

t]ie tunuiftry and decisive conduct by which these ur- 
deri were rendered unavailing. I have preferred the 
narrative of St. Philippe, wha I think SQUst have been 
best informed. 

These are minute variationBof little importance; 
but I take notice of them, to show the uncertainty 
which attends, at leait, the iubordioate parts of bis- 
tory. 

ship, 
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•hip, bad its oiigia inrbarbtrous times. — 
When men were but feebly restrained by 
law« aod govemment, Religion interposed 
wHlf flfttutary terron fdr the defence of th« 
weak* and the coercion of the sfroag. 
The barbariait, who heard with disdain the 
c<nninands of the magisttate, felt hU fero- 
city restrainiodj when be approached places 
couMcratedby the tradition of generations, 
at the peculiar residence (^ the Divinity. 

It cannot be reasonably doubted, that in 
these early periods of society, such im- 
. pressions (grated in a salutary manner. 
They supplied the pdaoe of regular institu- 
tions, and accomplished amomg our rude 
ancestors, what laws and goveriMBent are 
intended to effect among us. But in suc- 
ceeding times, when thft magistrate be- 
came armed with adequate powers of pu- 
nishment and protectioD, the privilege of 
Sanctuary, instead of affording refuge to 
persecuted innocence, served only to hold 
out the prospect of impunity to g^ult. It 
had accordingly been gradually contracted, 
and finally abolished in most of the coui^ 
■tcias of Europe. 

,D But 
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Bat Spftin had not k<)»t pate tfith bcf 
iietghboHri in the gsncml pn^on of cavv- 
lizatipo. What titnsl pBit had left «f 
most b&rbarons and abiin^i ^ JA aatif' 
instances, presertvcl vith rel)gibfl» teaidsr" 
ness. This was theoaae ofthe pf^llegeiti 
i}tiestioB. t^e eHifct vas, tliU nmitiptied 
ctim^ wete commltitied; juMkte ^aaniMd 
of its terrors. Sudtis thecoihptaintofall 
travellers who vnited Spain ^at th& «tA >a( 
the seventeoBth, and btginsing -of the 
eighlKtenth eentuties r yet no remedy waa 
applt«d ; the evil wos, o» tbs lamtraiy, inr 
creasing. Net ob^ chlulrcheB wcce a (daoe 
of refiige to malefectott ; they w*Sre sup- 
posed to sanctify the a^oining pilaces; 
and there "were i»en shops where a *ri- 
mioat might remain ra safety. 

As much as this abuse affeCMd the' ad>- 
ministration of juttrce, and the sttfurhy ^ 
individBals, there was awotber equaBy in- 
joriotts to the King's revenue. 

There are a variety *f taxes in Spvm, 

which are not levied upon ecolesiaBtical 

property. Besides, therefore,' tbem^t^TW 

which had suggested the political regula- 

5 tions 
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tiont of othercountriei, Sfoin had an 9d- 
ditMiul jinflucatistit t* uealrtiB the growth 
of this, aptxiti of property. Y«t she had 
BetjdMsm. ThispKparty recelred coii-> 
ttAuaily fresh acoeesions, hy which the pm*. 
dude xif thetaxcB y^a {a-opoctionably di- 
nioisbed. 

. la tiieae circaastances, Don Mdohiu^ 
Macanaz*j Hscal of the coanctl of Ca»t- 
tille, ftameda neiqorial wluch he present^' 
to t^ council, animadvertiog on both the 
febove'tnentioncd abasa. It ma sc^udy 
patToniaed by Oni, yAm vat Aaboatmg tv 
imttoduae order iota the fiqenccs. Hja pa*, 
tron^e engaged diat Of DtJMiiu. 'The 

* VoB MooAau, bw bwv celotnated 1^ a nvniM 
•f Fiend) wr^Wrs sf « cbunpioo of Philoapphy :— *ui 
it should seem, Philosophy bad Kltle ahara ia prompt^ 
ing ^ ceiidfici-on'thia«coMl9fi. Ua i« tb« uitMr of 
■ boU, «iitftM, "BefaiMerilicade la Invminoi^" 



checked fud damped his juvenile spirit of refona, I 
D 2 king, 
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king, vhose religious scruples vere easily 
alarmed, would not listen to any proposal 
Vpon the subject, till lie had conmilted hts 
confessor. P^re D'Aubeuton .vould! pro- 
bably have declared himself an enemy to 
every thing that looked like reform: but 
this fanatical Jesuit had been discarded by 
die influence of D'Ursini. He vai nov 
at Rome, involved in the gloDin of theo- 
logy, settling all the propositions that vere 
to be condemned in the bull Uuigenitus. 
Fire Robjaetj who.faad succeeded him, vas 
a man of a difivreut character, moderate 
and approaching to libtrality in his way of 
thinking. H^fread the memorial of Ma- 
canaz, and saw nothing censurable in it. 
But this did not satisfy the zealots. Tliey 
insisted it was flagrantly heretical. The 
blind zett of the populace was excited, and 
Macanaz was in danger of being torn m 
pieces. A cppy got into the hands «f 
some of the Inquisition, and a decree ap- 
peared, branding the memorial with all the 
epithets invented by theological bitter- 

Iiess. 

The decree was forwarded to Parjs^ for 
the 
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tlw' stature of ^e inquIsUor-geberti 
Cardinal Guulic^ irlio lii4)peDedto bt thero 
at the time. Sene snalogy had been dis- 
coveted bctwem the opihiona advanced, by 
Maeanaz, and the pruioipies ^ t Vo Ftfncb 
Irril^ who irerehy twoe tatroduqed finco. 
the? decree, uid iavolved in the QHtdemnaT 
tioii- which, it. pKmoHsced. 

Gi«Uce,.'Wt^Qut asking the King of 
£r8»(](^;pennMsioji,. had. this decree, ma- 
Bv&ctueed by thoSpani^h InquUctioij, amt 
Cmfirmed by himaelf, ; polated, u|r jn sU 
parts uof'[P»iis^ and evep 4t thepoMce oC 
Mady.-;;, 

Lena iVtu yiElwnKDtly Qrt^ipdoaer bMt a, 
principal article in his creed, was respect 
fwhtlBfithQrity, , ■ 
.-'■AtpnoMdin^, \vhich seemed to- set hi» 
WUmdtje:^ di^^ncev;in.wJ;^<^^a^^Ut^ 
in^si^rgeneml, in ttipxiapi^alo^.^ia^oij 
mbiionf^iiUid.altnost.itthiS' very ^o^Uift^. 
mtufttJi^i^e^nsM^ againttiwo of bB&s^ti^ 
jft;tSK,w,ithouttrpuf>ii^ himself aboup his 
^fP<qbfition pT cpna^t^ was what a mo* 
narcb, pf lijslofty notion$,8o jeajyus of 
his- prerogative, coiild ill brooic. iie.wrote 
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to hi* .gHttdiqn on ttie!oomhitt.«BF Gmk 
dice, $aMitM«ftfa«litgt|MtiiiiiplteaHt». 

The Caidiftal ww m coMiplete Akgracc, 
irhile I>'Un4mlnd qoyfuvtr vr iafliienve; 
lut her till ^irtv aflwr it tbe^iagtsce of 
all shte hftd pdtt<oVi^d, ind «lte eriuoifA of 
tiiose she ^4 ^pfHiscd. '<34adice Mon laftflf 
was called to th& <RliMt «f priMS miwiater. 
Maeauaz took refuge ia France. Onri <*i^ 
ordeml feo quit Jifatlrid » ttrtoOf-^oja 
botfrs. I^re Rcdbibet> 'asiiag tbs ca^tm 
ibinfft irare taking, vitfadrvir, carrymg 
aw^ with hhn the te^et vf nMdenM 
men. D'Aubenton was recalled ,*— t{1]iUp 
again dhtiged to eodun tUts tininleiit con- 
fcss«r. ' ■ 

Alberoni, whose power was yet jfi its hh 
ftncy, ' add consnted iu little viott than 
the whispers of iBtrigue, a&d^W art* of 
secret influence, did -not take a vwy «ji»* 
spicuoos.^art in this pnNidpdmg. 'Bat 
niotwittetanding 'his ku'otfn ind^S^rence- 
about religion, 'with' an appearance of or- 
thtrfox'wal, and a Vhitriftg toiie' 6f pieiy, 
approved of every thing that was done; irt 
once paying servile oliedience to the 'Queen, 
and 
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and promdUng an dbjflct Iw liad m vie«v 
ef UViing root in tbc good graces of th« 
court of Rome. • • 

The g^at«r pftrtqf the faoiuduld who 
had accomlianied tht Queen firom Parma, 
Jeift fee*^at:the frciiitier. The PtiacQU of 
HomtHnoi -to vhoAi ' she • vai nauib, abt 
tjiclrcd, proeeededwith her asftr as Ma^ 
drid • 'b«t dbsemng th« vicissitude* to 
which' favourite* Are subject, the had the' 
good sebse^o prtftr hapfh|«ft!at. home,' 
tb the precarious splendom- whiah invited 
her. .-;-,»,'. 

■ 'rtieQdeen, diprtved of those ^n whom 
sbelfiad been aeca^med to plice eonfr- 
dence, gradaally 4nd tnsenftiMy delivered 
herself b*er to the couniels of \Albefoo4.- 
As her codBCtjnnlin, aft in a great degree 
^attttVOf 6f her'feFtane,-. as r^wieaqmUng 
«ht ft^nt* her ut!cle,hft had many avenura: 
to ber "favour. But no sooh^ did she be^ 
come a Ait^er, thifti'SRev passion 8[A-aBg< 
np in her hreast^ whieh ra^d vith'iuch 
TJolencei as to re^re no greaj:' sjgaoity. 
to dtscera or ski^t to manage it, ^d «hich' 
rendered her a mere instrument in the 
hantis 
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bands of those who knew how to take ad- 
vantage of it. To procure establiabinqntSL 
for her children, became to her an object 
of ambition, in the pursuit of which she 
sacrificed ev«ry thing, even common sense. 
Italy, was the country she principally 
looked to for tbfl establishments she so 
eagerly coveted. She was heiress to ^ 
Duchies of Parma, and Placeiitia, ,on the 
extinction of the male line, which seemed 
likely to happen, as neither the reigning 
puke, nor his brother Anthony had any 
children, or the prospect of any. 

But the Emperor had claiais founded on 
8 circumstuice^ in the history of those 
principalities, which should he be able to 
maintain, might possibly intercept the suc- 
cession from her and her posteri^. 

They b^d been for centuries without ,any 
settled master, exposed to the inroads of 
contending potentates. But even in these 
times of anarchy and confusion, the Em- 
ptors affected to consider them as de- 
pending upon them in quality of fiefs 
<f{ the empire. When Julius II. united 
them to the Papal See, at the time of the 
great 
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great alKance fonned agiditft Kance bjr 
that bold and eaterprizing poatiff, the 
Emperor MnimiUas had heai prevailed 
upon to give bis 'consent} but in the act 
of conseiit;iiiasiii|o(tedii clause, " M|»hig 
the rights of the empire;". They wcteafi 
tervards alienated by Paid III. in favour 
of his son Peter Lewis, from •whom th< 
Dukes of Parma descentled; but it wai 
contended on the part of the Ertapcror, 
that they had always been and still con- 
tinued, notwithltandhig these changes in 
Uw immediate government, 6efo of the 
empire, liable to revert to him on the 
failure of male poaterity' in their princes.. 
The Queen 6i Spain had likewise a pro* 
spect-of thesuccessiou of Tuscany. Gas- 
ton, the only son of the reigning Grand 
Duke, was in circumstances not to hope 
for issue, and she^ as descended frooi 
Como II, had claims to the inheritance. 

It might well however be apprehended, 
that the Emperor, whose dominions in 
Italy were exposed, to the pretensions of 
the King of Spahi, would not allow such 
considerable territories in that country to 
pass. 
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pats, oidibiit'ifjiDsltiMi, ti6a tiu f«mll< 
«fhisii«aL ; r-iij ; 1 ; r 

■ Tim «fairrf lUdgi IxmwAfi with Ua 
^jedb >iaiibAH)i>n)iHi>)i«iii|iigaair,i'eaebe4 
ttB TKOsp?!* (if ttt«n9|a(«i0i,i«)i«tii, »to 
awdikattoguti'siletnt.' ■ -i ' ',.> ,,; 

ha giit»e imasurt derojyrtr npqo Jtink J 
kat'lw.didlioe tJumkit espedjHitito oUB* 
fcrrard vithanj. appsinUneM, i(i IherBii 
Bimy, till <lu ifaad lecuiied 'an! ot^et-iUn 
vas- i^'.tdat.tiihe-.aQCKtfy ;ai)d jai:fiM9ljt 
Moiiring: ibr ; .hs therefore. ieBked TSuMfl 
fiir;amau, Wh»nii8h oarjj tiki>pp^«an<» 
rf.jirirae «ni«is»*rvfiw.» fiilie^- iui ix ki 
iKHed at pleiHUrt,. -: QttdhiiiJOiiodi^S, tie' 
Mqliisitor^eaeigl, »!<» l»)H*cn ,!»•«•. 
itateiin -foraw onitho bsaisbmont 6f iho 
Piracen O'ltTnioi, siinig^ .him Meiifitl0 
calcDiated for fthe.Tpurpttsei, ile wai aa 
eccbsioatiB *f ndHe.birtll »nS, jhljM part© 
ytho wbnM-be. icontent [lo act liodor bis 
dfctaifa, an<i)WO(rid .Dppoat -po jesistance, 
when it becane cdnuenieot to dianrisx bim^ 
. GiudiceAvBsadCQefling;l}:app(iintC]lprimo 
mitiisten. .... 

The 
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AfteroHf^ Mnid 'were limited, £x vUeh 
lie TB8 VtHtiig %» iBalc» » tempqia^ xicti- 
fide of liit Ambitious t(cteiMs» w»9iphca 
in th)s CcJHege of Canfinab. A Caxdiui'a 
bat would, be thougbt^ ofiice tbe itdis 
disgraceftdicirctini^taiieek'ii) Mi «ir1y life. 
and give weight to his ctinaiotierL 'wiwnrjid 
Hm^d make Ins appearmee » 4he, pdiUcal 
ipOTtd. Belmid the l^urple tbo, lie moM 
find a retreat oki a«y Ttvene of fistto^ 
from a ^Aifing mattiRK^i policy -amaag 
the Cat-dmaTs, to pm««* thie <%atty in 
the person Wested wMi iii« howovcr oh- 
ooxioTTS faeinigfbt be«$ Jan tadividinlf n 
however actiitiotiiota the poBMcutioD ii» 
might beexpmed to. ' 
He had tnativ difflcnltipsto snrnuMRt in 



tAscrving, <what a tiioasand exati^les 
tended to verify, that he who dispmsof 
tbif w^lth^ and directs the forcts vf na- 
tions, 



t, Google 



iiaas, tnnpla aaHum fugitiT* opiimiis 
winch (ub]» nutj. weuW oppss; ^ Wiju 

lie PajKv however, teitljqgTeatMt 
mMlincnas le°0*ti& him, aadjlieu"-! 
ined4it»ly »ppU«d ihiinM'f '° si^ith^ orrar. 
tbtUeeeivehhnifitocampluiicei,;. | 

. 1ti« ciKHtilsttsee*: «f the times gave, 
UinaA opportwity. ;. 

' Tbe TuiiB had declared Wfr agajqst the 
Venetians. They had. made t^emaelTCi 
iButen of the Kvrtt. Their arma^aeiits,. 
•nd occastOD«l 'deKeots,. spread oonste^ na-. 
tion along thc'shons of the Adriatic. 

The terrified ipdBtUr earnestly implored 
ncconrs from Spain: but noisjiccoura 
wouU he have obtained, had he not beei^ 
aeconded by the views, of Alberoni, ■ ; 
' When it was proposed in the -Spanish 
cabinet to send ships. and troops in defa^ 
reoce to his prayers and^ exhortations^ 
Giudiee, though a Cardinal,. yet affecting 
to he guided entirely by the priociides. of 
a politician, exclaimed against, w^^t he 
called the pious simplicity of tlie pr^i 
posal. , ;. r 

Alberoni, with as little pious simplicity, 
got 



D,j,i,i.aL, Google 



4& 

got all objecttonfe over-nlled ; and lix Bbi0 
were sent for the ptotection of luly. 
' There were tcvtanH pohits of ecclesias- 
tical litigation between the ooorts of RoniQ 
and Madrid. By his influence, the Kin^ 
t>f Spain withdrew his pretensionsi and 
the Pope prevailed in every instance, 
llwse services he took cara to have pro- 
claimed and m^fiiificd by the Spanish am- 
bawMdor at Rome. 

The King and Queen of Spain wer^ per- 1 
^tually renewing their solicitations. ) 

The Papal Nuncio at Madrid, gained 
over by Alberoni, r^resented his growing 
power, and the ben^tthe church might 
derive fnnn a .timely complianct with hit 
wishes. , , 

The Pope could no longer be inflexible ; 
and in a consistoiy, hektthe 1 8th of July, 
1717, the luDg-expected hat was bestowed 
upon AUmoni : — Now, said he, I have 
nothing more to pretend to, for myself 
I. devote myself to the glory of the 
King- . 

■ :.H«now asaamed the raok of pripie.ini* 
Sfistcr. : Criiidicebad been discarded the 
year beforehand badr^hicd. in disgj-ace.to 
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Itpnie, vboe betook ^t otfArbHuty o$ 

the coasatory to mftBlfiwt hk ciatnt»^kt« 
icpicKiithig the mdelil^ diigra«e the 
VuipU wouU maSaiahy faaag iovftttcAitfti! 
a gwdinet-'ft acoL .: 

Albennu icMoged Imntdf. hy- huflof^ 
upoo hia fiait moiti&BaJsaoiat 

PrqMntkau&ra «oe»teipcditMa had 
appeared wuniB time paat m the pcvts jqS 
Spain. But so one could ^ootvcv vhil 
vai precisely intended. 

Alberoni took a. plea9ui« in ^wOag ihtt 
coDJectiucs diat vevc haaorded tqton the 
subject The tfaos^t, tiist upon hi» 
ve» directwt tiw specnlatiou of EuBOfMv 
vithout being ahle to penetrata die jxrf»- 
terious secrecy in which he had wrapfti 
hi« dmgM, Bc« a littk gratiied hisvaaity. 
Bb^des, he might ha*e been ditappcnnted 
of his prcmcftiOQ, if tba real object of hu 
a r m aiwent had tran^red ; so that aItho«gh 
it was evident, eavaln^ was to be tratu* 
ported, and xnangers vck acftaUy poepa* 
ring for the horses, he went on answering 
every enquiry with the pretext of a mari- 
time- expeditaoa, dtectaring sttiua times ft 
■tha to combat '^Twk>; ac^thsR, t« 
scour 
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»e» nfho jnlestf!^ it. . . 

As the preparations advaace^ toward) 
C9ii^>let4^, &aic«lan& >)r^ appointed for 
tbffi plajcfi of ^man^ aueatblagc. Ear^ 
in tin ^ring of itbfs ' ye^, P<^0 -^sepb 
Pbttko, in vhotn Albfrow rapQsed .graf 
confidence, Inid teot^.v^ftt there to bayif 
every thing in readinets for the; eqs^^ 
auknnfirt. 

O* the 94tb<^. July, twelve days after 
faisphmi^t^ part of the. fleet had clearec} 
the 'port. AU «yep puisucd its course, and 
varioiM were the Qoajectures as to its des- 
tinatioo. It.vasieeaoff MarseiJlea, steer; 
ing eastiTanl; oad it was then generally 
UMduda^ t^ ^ua attack upon some part 
of ^ £Dipctor's doiriiiHoas in Italy was 
intcadod. ' 

The tieaticft «f Uueeht and Eastadt, 
ttcfaich pacified the reH of Europe did not 
estabCbah pm(» l^eCweea tlie Emperor aod 
£iag e£ Spain. 1>e States, hovcver, 
iKfaich hud down their atin^ had effected 
as armisfeioe betwaea then, vhich, were it 
JtauhfullV' e:{eGutQ4 vouid jut it out of 
their 
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~ their power to carry on hostilities, and 
might therefore ansver the purpose , of t 
Ivgular pacification. 

On the part of the Emperor^ he was to 

evacoatethe islands of Majorca and Ivica, 

and the province of Catalonia; i^hichleft 

I t^lulip in coD^tete possession of the bodjr 

of the Spanisli monlirchy, and its imme- 

[ diate dependencies. 

It was agreed on the other hand, that 
until a general peace, there should he an 
entire cessation of all manner of hostilities 
hoth hy sea and land through the whole 
extent of Italy and its adjacent isles : — so 
that whatever daims Philip retained to 
possessions in this part of Europe, he seemed 
by this stipulation to surrender all warliko 
means of enforcing them. He did not at 
the same time renounce these cluras, and 
they existed for the purpose of disturbing, 
at some future period, the harinony which 
the armistice was intended to «stab]ish. 

He compliuned, that the evacuation of 
Catalonia had not been executed with 
good faith by the Emperor, who still cor- 
responded with the disaffected in this and 
other 
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other provinces of Spain. The Emperor 
recriminated by similar complaints of dis- 
turbaaces fomented in his Italian domi- 
nions, by the intrigues of the Spanish 
cabinet The Spanish cabinet alleged, he 
was every day extending his power and 
influence in Italy, by new and unantho- 
rize'd pretensions: 

The long catalogue of rival titles, which 
both Princes continued to assume in aU 
their public acts, preserved at once a bos- 
file disposition, and would ser\-e as pfe- 
texts to whichever was disposed to attack 
the other. 

Tlie Queen, regarding the Emperor as 
the principal obstacle to the establishment 
of her chitdren, was easily persuaded by 
the view of any scheme, which promised 
to curtail his power. 

An incident happene 
added weight to tl 
the Minister, and d 
fie sentiments which 
Philip. ■ 

Don Joseph MoHne;( had resided many 

years at Rome, in quality of eitroy from 

E Spain. 
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Spain. He- was a peevish, captious old. 
man, and had been engaged in a variety 
of quarrels. Theprivileges and punctiUos 
of the Spanish embassy, he maintained 
V'ith .the most pertinacious vehemence. 
One of the sbJTri, or officers of the papal 
police, having, iq his (pinion, violated 
them by exerting some act of authority in 
the Piazza D'Espagna, he had him unmer- 
cifully bastirudoed. 

But; the Emperor, and his adherents, 
paiticulady. called forth his contentious 
disposition. He carried on incessant war 
with every Spaniard at Rome, who had 
shewn the -least favour to the Emperor's 
cause,, though belonging to provinces 
\yhich at the time h^d been subjugated by 
the arms of that Prince. 

The Pope had frequently been offended 
by,hi^ violence, and had complained of his 
conduct His complaints, long unattended 
to, had obtained a favourable hearing, 
when the ambition of Alberoni had, dis- 
posed the Spanish government to seek to 
gratify- him. An order had been . given 
for the recall of Molinez, and Cardinal 
Aqueviva, 
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Aqueviva, of u noble Neapolitan family, 
kad been sent to replace him. . 

la this juncture before JVIoIinez had lefit 
Rome, happened the disgracie of Giudide, 
Molioez wap appointed his succ^s^iu' in tht 
place of inquisitor-general. 

As soon as his appointment vas hpti5ed 
to him; he prepared to set out for Spain, 
to exercise his new office. Labouring:, uiv 
der complicated infirmities, he did Iwt 
think it expedient to |co by sea/'.and he 
could npt go by laud without |;«fistng 
through the Emperor|s. dpminior»s. ; Hav- 
ing with such' indefatigable assiduity,: ex-- 
posed himself to the resentment of; the 
whole imperial paj'ty, he had rfta^oii'ito 
apprcheml Eome disagreeable ad,ventuie,< if 
once he got into the,,Emptror'6'ppwer. 
The Pope gave him a, passport, anidi>l«nty. 
of indulgences. Wha.t would have been 
more to the purpose, , was to have got a- 
regular passport frpqi .t\it imperial ambas- 
sador. He however .^a9. satisfied wtth.» 
very li^t^uivocal declaratjpn on .the- pattof 
^ latter., and proceeded on hia joiime^. 
Besides t)ie resentment he h^d.incurrec^ be 
E 2 TV^as 
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was iii further danger of being stopped, 
from the preparations of which the ports 
of Spain were then fuH. The Emperor's 
mioisters thought his papers might give 
some light into the object of these prepa- 
rations ; and their hopes on this head were 
strengthened, when it was known that he 
went, to Placentia, and had a secret con- 
ference with the Duke of Parma. He 
had no sooner, therefore, set his foot in 
the Milanese, than, by orders of the go- 
vernor, he, with all his papers, was con- 
veyed to the castle of MiUm. 

The Marquis de Sant Philippe, was 
Si^nish resident in Genoa, a man of feeble 
understanding, as appears by his Memoires, 
full of tnmscendant notions of the dig-, 
nity of his King, and believing wonders of 
hispower. His letter, transmitting intel- 
ligence of the stoppage and imprisonment 
of Molinez, was couched in language, 
such as Alberoni himself would have dic- 
tated. It expatiated on the affront of- 
fered to-his Majesty. It represented the 
act of stopping the inquisitor-geneml, a* 
an^ infractioflL of all agreements between 
the 
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the Emperor and Spain. Finally, it re^ 
commended immediate hostilities*. 

Nothing could arrive more seasonably 
for Alberobt. His preparations for war, 
which had been long going on, were now 
complete. His negociation for » Cardi- 
nal's hat, prottiised to come immediately 
to a close. He wanted only a pretext for 
the hostilities he had been meditating, and 

'These ara Saint PbUif^'s ovm vords :— Ths Mar- 
quii (Inmself) hearing Ute oewi, unmeiliBtely com- 
tnunicated it to his Catholic Majesty, poiotiog out 
the outn^ offered to his Alajesty, in having dared to 
stop die inquisitor-gBDeral, -who was passing through 
Ae Emperor's terntories on ihe faith of a passport, 
tadofthewonlhehaJ leceived. This, ke intisted, was 
• nm infringement of Uie neutrality ot Italy, which 
was Kcored by an engagement equivalent to an ar- 
mistice. He concluded, by a vatiety of reflections 
which had for tbeir object, to animate the King to take 
vengeance for the insult offered him. The Marquis 
flattwed liimself, these reasons would fin^y deter- 
mine Philip to undertake the war of Italy. 

After this cuidid declaration, the same Marquis 
Mcmi to complain, that Alberoni should have al^er- 
wards loaded him with the responsibility of the war. 
Mem. de Sant Philippe, vol. iii. p. 19S. 

a some- 
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a something to work on the Bang's mind, 
and engage him to give his consent' 

Philip, notwithstAnding his slender ca- 
pacity, and the sort of lethargic stupor in 
which he was habitually plunged, was 
easily ascited by what was represented to 
himas an affront, and would greedily catch 
at any scheme, which had the attraction 
of glaring colours to recommend It. 

Having read the letter, he asked Albc- 
roni's advice. Alberoni's promotion had 
not yet been determined upon at this tiiie ; 
and the hypocrisy he practised, is really 
curious. He recommended to the King to 
send the letter to the Duke of Popoli, fpr 
his opinion. Popoli had been rewarded 
with some of the spoils of the disgraced 
Giudice ; succeeding him as governor to 
the Prince of Asturias. He was a inodel 
of courtly prudeuce^and discretion, and 
never suggested any thing but what he 
thought would ^please. He flattered him- 
self, that on this occasion he had hit pre- 
cisely the views of the minister. He not 
only advised war, but war to be carried qu 
exactly where he conceived the minister 
intended 
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intended war, — in the island of Sardinia, 
and the dominions of Naples. ■■ But Albc- 
roni's refinement quite disconcerted him. 
"War! (wrote he to Popoli,) — the bare 
proposal struck me with horror and con- 
sternation!" — Popoli, at a loss what to 
think, abandoned himself, in answer, to a 
ftank avowal of the motives of his con- 
duct. — " Nobody can disapprove of war 
more than I do. But I thought when the 
King did me the honour to seem to ask 
my advice, he had already taken his reso- 
lution, with your entire approbation/' It 
■was contrived the King should see both 
letters. Alberoni was gently reprimanded 
for hi* extreme attachment to peace, and 
for exerting an undue influence to bring 
over others to his o\wi pacific sentiments. 
He was allo^ved to give what instructions 
he pleased to the commanders of the expe- 
dition that was preparing to sail from 
Barcelona. 

What his precise views were in thus 
kindling the flames of war, it is not easy 
to ascertain. . He was, no doubt, ambi- 
tious 
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tious of a splendid icpiitctionf and wished 
to dazzle the eyes of mankind, by bold 
and magnificent undertakings. 

Why Italy and the dominions of the 
£mperor became the first objects of bis 
warlike operations, may be accounted for 
by the circumstances in which this PrincQ 
stood relatively to Spain, and the com- 
plexion of the Queen's ambitious vievs. 

But much perhaps may be attributed to 
the manner of thinking vhich prevailed 
among his countrymen, and which might 
bave infused itself into his mind in early 
life. 

As &r hack as the time of Petrarch, the 
speculative imaginations of Italy had re- 
posed with complacency on the thought of 
driving all strangers, (whom the Italians 
denominated barharians, but more parti- 
cularly the Germans) from a country, its 
former brilliant fortunes seemed to haro ' 
consecrated. 

A barbarian on the banks of the Danube 

assuming the title of C»sar, and affecting 

the dignity of Roman Emperor^ excited 

the 
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the most lively indignation, in the feeble 
but vain descendants of the conquerors of 
the world. 

Paxt of this plan, Alberoni conceived he 
had the means of executing. He could 
not entirely deliver Italy from the domi* 
ttion of strangers ; yet if he could put 
Spain in possession of the Italian ter- 
ritories the Emperor had wiested from i^ 
be voukl gratify his countrymen, who 
more readily coalesced with their southern 
peighbours, than with the natives of the 
more northern and rugged tracts, axtd 
would raise in the eyes of Europe the 
Iplemlaur and importance of the monarchy 
immediately under bis direction. 

Had he succeeded thus far, it is proba- 
ble his lively imagination, full of the no- 
tion of great things, would have carried 
him much further. But whether he ac- 
tually speculated beyond these limits, and 
if he did, what it was he proposed to ac- 
complish, is no more than conjecture. 

Hen, astcmisbed at seeing him attempt 
every day something new, sec their fancies 
St work to invent projects for him. 

It 
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It was said, he indulged the notion of 
annexing to the crown of Spain, all it had 
lost during the reign of Philip 11. and 
since that period ; that in particular he 
meditated the subjugation' of the Lov 
Countries, and the United Provinces of 
Holland. What means he had of eflfecting 
these, or any part of these enterprizcs, 
will best appear by a view of the circum- 
stances and dispositions of the principal 
states of Europe; and the strength and. 
resources of the Spanish monarchy, at tlie 
time he entered into the career of his ad- 
ministration. 

The two principal states, France and 
England, were at peace, and even on terma 
of alliance and confederacy. 

Lewis XIV. whose restless and fantas- 
tic ambition, had occasioned perpetual 
struggles between them, was no more. 
The year 1715, saw the' terinination of d 
life which, in its gloomy close, seemed to 
forebode the misfortunes of his posterity. 
So solemn and affecting a consideration, 
calls upon us to pause a little upon his 
character. The gaudy wreaths which flat- 
tery 
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tety twined about his bust, have withered 
and dropped off. We now contemplate 
him stript of all adventitious ornaments. 

Yet let not too rude a hand pluck off 
evety ornament as adventitious ! He may 
ie allowed to borrow some lustre from the 
^orira which surrounded him, during the 
greatest part of his reign. 

lite heroes who fought his battles, the 
poets who sang lus praises, the great men 
in -every department of human greatness 
who swelled the pomp of his court, raise 
their voices in favour of the Prince who 
befriended them, and should mitigate the 
severity of our judgements. 

An air of magnificence is diffused over 
his history. We feel our hearts agreeably 
soothed and excited, as we wander among 
so many splendid scenes, and Interesting 
monuments. In this period of time seems 
assembled, whatever covers the nakedness 
of the human condition, whatever justi- 
fies a swell of thought in weak, perishable 
man. 
■■i. But these high sentiments of admiration 
pease, when we pass from the decorations 
of 
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<^ tbe teazle, aad consider only the id«l. 
This Prince derived from nature little in- 
triosic vigour of thought, little real eleva- 
tion of sentiment ; and what littla nature 
gave, flatcery and proflperity comipted. 

To catch the eyes of the vu^ar, a|>- 
fieared to be his sole aim. The manner ik 
which future tinies might be aifected by 
his conduct, never occupied his tbpu^its. 
. He never looked beyond the sur&ee. 
|2e did not see the principles of diasf^utioa 
which were at work in the basom of his 
kingdom, and which were destined to ac- 
complish the downfall of his deBceadaati. 
He did not see the incurable wound, his 
example inflicted on the system of public 
morals. 

France suffered equally by the lieea- 
tiousness of his youth, and the aupersti" 
tion of his old age. 

Religion, to. be seated on the hearts of 
a people, must appear in a liberal and 
benign form. Lewis, having loosened 
the ties of morality in the first part of his 
life, made religion odious by the subse- 
quent atonement Iw attempted, by a dis- 
play 
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play of puerile devotion, and « gloomy 
spirit of persccutwDi 

His latter days were passed in deprestioa 
and in sorrov. His ibriner prosperity tor* 
mented him by the recollection. He finmd 
nothing to interest or amuse him*. Hit 
ears were deafened fay the jarg<m of reli- 
gious controversy, and his kingdom dis- 
tracted by its violence. 

The populace, of whom he had long 
beeh the idol, pursued his obsequies with 
insult, and betrayed on this occasi<Hi, the 
first symptoms of their ferocious incon* 
stancy. 

He was scarcely dead, when the Parlta/- 
meat of Paris took upon itself to annul his 
will. The regency devolved upon tits 
Duke of Orleans, and the will did not set 
him aside; but the dying monarch ap- 
pointed a council which was to divide the 
authority with him, and would act as a. 
perpetual restraint upon his government. 

* " Quel supplice d'avoir k amaser uo faomme qui 
D'«st plus Bmutable V were the emphatic words of 
M^daiae de MaintenoD, How hmaataUe thettndi- 
tion of the aao, ** qui o'ail plus unusable I" 

5 Itt 
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In disregard of these diapdsitions, tb6 
whole power was vested in the Dukie. 
Matiy circumstances, some of a public abd 
others of a private nature, disposed this 
Prince to r^ard England with a, favour- 
able eye, and cultivate connections with it. 

- The throne of France was occupied by 
an infant. It was natural to speculate on 
the contingency of his death. In such an 
event, two claimants might oiler them- 
selves for the vacant throne. The King" 
of Spain would have proximity of blood 
on his side; — but when at the peace of 
Utrecht, the powers of Europe consented 
the Spanish crown ■ should remain on his 
head, they insisted upon his renouncing 
any claims, that might at any time devolve 
to him, to the monarchy of France, in 
terms the strot^st that could be con- 
trived ; and every solemnity was super- 
added that could give efficacy to the K- 
;nunc>ations agreed upon. 

These renunciations confirmed by oath*, , 
taken 

* tbete are tbt words of tbe. itnancifition at Ot^ 
peace of Utrecht :— << Aqd for the ^eUest strength 
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taken before the assembled Cortez of Spalo, 
deposited la the archives of nations, fonn^ 
ing part of the public Law of Europe 
would, it might be expected, have been 
regarded as an insurmountable bar, and 
extinguished every hope in the mind of a 
religious prince. But there is a certain 
temper of religion, which wonderfully fa? 
•vours any casuistry,* that falls in with 
present 

and security of what is contained in this renuDciatioe^ 
and of wh^t is said and promised on my part tbernn, 
I give again the pledge of my f^th aad royal word, and 
I solemnly swear by the Qogpels contained in this mist 
sal, upon which I lay my right hand, that I will obr 
eerre, maintain, and accomplish this act and kutrur 
inent of renunciation." 

Sea the whole act of renunciation inserted in tbc 
treaty between England and Spain. — Chalmers'i 
Collection, ¥ol " - *" 

* The casuistry b 
Jiimself, was this:- 
made in the solenjE 
be disiegarded ; bu 
mother, Queen of 
^me of her marriaj 
binding. This wiU' 
the crown of Spfui 

valid; 
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pfesebt interests and present inclin&tioda^ 
Such was the religion of Philip. He took 
90 pains to conceal, that he regarded all 
his renunciations as nugatory, and that 
other barriers were to be sought for, in 
order to secure his perpetual exclusion. 
He went so far as, at the death of Lewis 
XIV, to instruct his ambassador to pro* 
test against any regent who should be pre- 
ferred to him. The ambassador, seeing 
the spirit which gave the preference to the 

valid ; Charles being only tenant for life, of hie kin^ 
Aom, All this, says St. Simon, was oddly arranged in 
his head : but there it was. 

' Whatever may be thought of this scheme of reason- 
ing, be gave sufficient proof afterwards, that he was no 
hypocrite ; that the sophistry he practised upon olber*, 
lie had first successfully practised upon himself. So 
Strongly was he persuaded that he was no better than 
an usurper of the crown of Spain, that, having no other 
means of quieting his conscience, he abdicated in fa- 
vour of bis son : and notwithstanding he bad found his 
retirement extremely wearisome, and was little pleased 
with the situation he filled in the eyes of the world, of 
a private man, having in reality no direct personal 
Ehare in the gbvernnient, be could hardly, tbougb 
strongly prompted by the secret wishes'of his heart, be 
prevailed upon to resunu bis crowit- 

1 Duke 
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Dolce' of Orleans, had. the prtidence not 
to 'obey his instructions. 

The Duke, who was not a stranger to 
these circumstances which disclosed the 
views and dispositions of Philip, thought 
of fortifying his right of succession by an 
alliance with England. He, had persuaded 
himself, the fanwly of Hanover was placed 
in circumstances similar to his own, and 
would readily accede to the proposal of a 
taotual guarantee*. 

Lord 

* Ducfoe, and other French nritets, strongly dis- 
approve of the Regent's connectiou with England. 
They noujd have preferred, it should seem, an alliance 
with Spain, or, at least, an amicahle leaning on that 
tide. But what would have been the effect of such a 
conduct? The Spanbh minister would have been 
encouraged to persevere in all his visionary schemes, 
add France, directly or indirectly supporting him, 
would have shared in the calamities they would have 
occasioned. This, France was little able to bear. 
Just recovering from a long aud unfortunate war, its 
finances in the greatest disorder, amidal the rash aud 
il]>advised experiments of Law, it must have endured 
the most ruinous consequences. By uniting with 
England, the Regent preserved the tran<iuitlity of 
F Europe, 
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Lord Stair, who resided as' English am- 
bassador, had had access to him before the 
death of the late King ; and had made him 
promises conformable to these views. 

His inclinations in private life, accorded 
with his political system. 

The hard task of dissimulation and con- 
straint, he had been obliged to practise 
during the last years of the deceased King, 
the gloomy and austere form hi& own reli- 
gion had assumed, the noise of theological 
controversy which was perpetually dis- 
turbing him, together with his propensity 
to a life of ease and pleasure, gave him a 

Europe, aod kept hU country clear of wars, and tha 
expenses of them. He did an essential service to Spain, 
by briDging the career of its minister to a close, and 
ttiereb/ saving it in a great measure from the effects of 
his inconsiderate ambition. I cannot therefore stv 
any thing unwise in the policy of the Regent i and f 
regard only the immediate advantage of France,— I do 
not speak of the private, but perfectly just considera- 
tiouB by which be was inllueuced. Tbe engagements 
he li^^ured to maintain, were no less essential to ib« 
peace and liberties of Europe, than agreeable to his 
personal interests. 

taste 
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taste for the religious and civil liberty, 
which prevailed in England*. 

His prime favourite and adviser I'Ahb^ 
Dubois, afterwards Cardinal, who had 
been some time in this country during the 
preceding reign, and had formed many 
connections here, seconded by his in- 
fluence, the partiality of the Regent. 

England, on its side, closed with these 
dispositions. The popular cry was to sup- 
port the house of Austria against France : 
but the ministers justly considered there 
was no object of so much importance, as 
to counteract the designs of the Pretender, 

* He uted to take great pleasure in relating an 
anecdote of a French nobleman, who came over to 
London in the reign of Charles 11. The nobleman 
fell in love with one of the King's mistresses ; and att 
the King could do, he could not hinder him from 
making parade of bb competition. The King forbade 
him the court i but the nobleman did not mind that ; 
ha followed the lady to ibe pUyhunse and all public 
places. Charles bad no expedient to get rid of a 
triumphant rival, but to request Lewis XIV. to recall 
bim, Lewis effected in London, overoneof liissub. 
jecis, what the King of England could nut do. Tho 
nobUnum returned to tremble at Versailles. 

F 3 and 
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and his adherents. In this point of view, 
they had little to hope or fear from Austria : 
but France was the quarter to which 
the Jacobites both at home and abroad, 
principally looked for assiatance. An al- 
liance with the French government would- 
efFectually confound their hopes, particu- 
larly if one of the conditions was to be, 
that the Pretender should be seut out of 
the French territories. 

Yet so deeply is the maxim impressed on 
the French counsels, that the invariable 
policy of France is to annoy and weaken 
England,' that not the concurrence of alt 
these circumstances, the political interests 
. of the regent, the private bias of his mind, 
the overtures of the English ministry, 
could prevail against it. 

As soon as the Duke of Orleans was in- 
vested with the fiill authority of Regent, he 
was far from shewing any zealous friendship 
for tlie English government, but, on tlw 
contrary, connived at the preparations 
which the Pretender was carrying on in 
the French ports for the invasion of £ng-. 
land. 

5 It 
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It was not till the complete failure of 
this attempt, that the ambassador of George 
the First, was treated with cordiality, or. 
even with re^ct by the French minis- 
try*. 

There was a party in France particularly 
hostile to the alliatice with Englarnd, — the 
f>olittcians trained up iu the maxims of the 
late reign. These would have broken otf 
all connection with the house of Hanover, 
and declared decidedly in favour of the 
pretender. The cUmour and intrigues of 
this party, had no small effect in produ- 
cing the coldness and wavering of the 
regent. 

The rebellion which was but recently 
suppressed, the hopes of the Jacobites not 
yet extinguished, created anxiety in the 
liiitish ministry. This anxiety was la- 

* A la coiir on «t tout <tonn6;— les plus Mge« 
commnnceut h trailer le cbevalier de St. George de 
pr^t^dant. II y a deux jours qu'il etnit le roi d'An- 
gleterre pat tout, Bt tout le raonde avoit lev^ le masque. 
I) a'y avoit plus un seul Francois, quBsi pereonne do 
lacour, (jui mettoit le pied cbea moi. Lord Stiur'i 
Journd. 

creased 
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creased by the preparations which appeared 
in the ports of Spain, as the bigoted dis- 
position of the King was well known*. 
They were led to strengthen themselves by 
alliances. An alliance with France had 
appeared the best security against the Pre- 
tender; but the sudden coldness of the 
Regent, as long, as the exiled family had 
any prospect of success, had excited doubts 
as to his real dispositions. I1ie court of 
London therefore thought it expedient to 
enter into a closer union with the Empe- 

* The Duke declared tp Mr. Stanhope, that hig 
Catbolic Majesty was so earnest for tbe extirpatioD of 
the protestaut religion, that in the several letters that 
had passed brtween tbe Ktog of Sptun and the Em- 
peror upon this subject, the King proposes in case of 
necessity to sell the domains of his crown to the highett 
bidder, and dispose of all the employments &>r life in 
the Indies to the best purchaser, for promoting this 
trbeme ; and particularly in one of his letters, he 
tnade use of this eKtraurdinary expression, Jevatdrai 
nUme ma chemist. 

Benjamin Keene to the Duke of Newcastle, giving a 
con&dentttJ account of the discoveriet made by 
Ripperda. PapeTB published by Mr. Coxe, an- 
pexed to bis Memoirs of &ir Robert Walpole. 

ror. 
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lor, who on his side readily closed with 
any overtures of this kind, apprehending 
the preparations of Spain had his domi- 
nions for their object, A treaty was con- 
cluded between this Prince and the King 
of England in May \7\6, in which the 
contracting parties guaranteed each other's 
possessions without restriction, and agreed 
upon the succours to be mutually afforded 
in case either was attacked. 

The coldness however of the Regent 
lasted no longer, than an opinion prevailed . 
in the French court of the insecurity of 
the family of Hanover. This being now 
firmly established, he notwithstanding the 
murmurs of the old court party, and the 
studied delays interposed by those who se- 
cretly favoured them, by the zealous 
agency of I'Abb^ Dubois, concluded a 
treaty with England in 1717, to which 
the States-General became parties, and 
which therefore received the name of the 
triple alliance. 

In this, the possession of the King of 

England was fully guaranteed, and the 

eventual 
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eventud claims of the Regflot weie g)|»* 
ranteed in reUirjit 

The Pratender w^s to wkbdraw ^ey o^d 
tiie A)ps. The state of things establkhed 
by the treatiei of Utredit and Radsta^ was 
to be matQtained undisturbed. 

England and France appeared thus unir 
ted against the disturbers of the public 
peace. 

Holland was a party to the treaty, conr 
eurriog in the same views. She was sn-r 
dissolubly bmind to the prptestuit interest 
of England. 

The leaning of the Italian states was the 
other way ; but the only one of them that 
could carry any weight into any contest 
that might arise, vas ^e Dulce of Savoy, 
whom the treatj^ of Utrecht, had created 
King of Sicily. 

This Prince, besides the common roor 
tives of religion, had particular reasons fo^ 
regarding the settlement of the family of 
Hanover with sentiments of hostility. He 
was married to a grand -daughter of Charles 
the Pirst, and a possibility existed, which 
he 
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%e coxHd i»t fprget^ of « cl^ei arisiiqg 
from that circMroitimcp to the crpwn of 
England. 

As ho>wver hfi T4LiM<l l)itns«lf 9d thie 
WAguIar artifice mi Hfiwmwt of his po^ 
Ijt/cs, it wa* ^ften ^ot eesy to dUtioguiah 
tp vhi,!;^ side he iQctined. Wb« *he attadc 
of the Spaniards brought on a war be^een 
the Emperotr and King of Spain, he nego- 
ciated with the two courts, malting ofSen 
to both, and listening to propoeala front 
them in his tiirn. He was yery rager ta 
deceive, and exposed htmsdf to die hazard 
of being deceived himoelf. 

The powers of the North formed a sys> 
teni by themaelves, which only partiaily 
a«d occasionally mixed with the geoeral 
one of Europe. 

Sweden had indeed taJien an active and 
important part in the troubles of Germany 
before the peace of Munster; but it was, 
only lately, that Russia had Hsen to the 
situation of a considerable state, with a 
view to the great balance of European in* 
feres ts. 

Tif o extraordinary men were at the head 
of 
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of these several monarchies, Peter I. and 
Charles XIL both for differeot reasons to- 
disposed to the English government, but 
at that time too much animated against 
each otlier, to permit the supposition that 
they would ever unite for the purpose of 
interfering in the concerns of the Southern 
states. 

Turkey was in a situation to create a 
considerable diversion against the Empe- 
ror on his eastern frontiers, and was ac- 
tually at war with him. But the success 
which attended the Austrian arms, under 
the command of Prince Eugene, promised 
a speedy termination to it. 

Such was the general state of the Eu- 
ropean powers, at the time of the first en- 
terprize of Aiberoni. 

Z do not mention Germany, as no move- 
ment appeared among its Princes, with an 
exception of the Emperor, who was at-, 
tacked. 

The strength and resources of the 

Spanish monarchy, may be considered in a 

four-fold view. The military and naval 

force actually on foot, the amount of its 

dispose- 
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disposeable population, the state of its fi- 
nances, and the genius and character of 
the people, for the purposes of war. 

A war had burned in the bosom of Spain, 
from nearly the beginning of the century, 
till within a few years before Alberoni was 
placed at the head of affairs. Philip had 
had to maintain his crown by force of 
arms. He had been by turns victorious 
' and defeated, and necessarily must have 
had considerable armies on foot. 

Alberoni therefore probably found the 
military establishment of Spain, at a higher 
point, than if the kingdom had enjoyed 
perfect tranquillity. 

He is said to have had at one period of 
his ministry, an army of eighty thousand 
infantry, and twenty-two thousand horse. 
A prodigious force before Europe had seen 
those myriads of soldiers, that have since 
been brought into the fleld '. 

But whatever might have been the effect* 
of the war on the army, the navy cer- 
tainly suffered in the course of it; indeed 
was nearly destroyed. Alberoni did all he 
pould to re-establish it. He assembled, we 
are 
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are told, sixty ships of thie liac, thirty fri- 
gates, sod tn-enty gallies. 

But a navy does not consist dtber iQ 
nu'nbers of shtps^ of of men collected to 
serve on board of -them. There must be 
vaval habits, experience, 'hardibood, skill, 
aod scienoe. These can be acquired only 
at sea. A commercial aoarine is the re>- 
gular nursery for a military oae. Perhaps 
theie can be no other*. 

The population of Spain, at present 
bdov die proportion of leas-favoured 
CfMintries, was yet lower at the pe^- 
nod to whigh this history refers, It 
must have been diminished by tli( war, 
that was scarcely terminated, and which 
liad extended its ravages to all the pro-' 
vinces. 

The war, in this point of view, was in- 

* But human afbin are goveroed by mph » cooh 
plicatud variety of circunutances, every day produ- 
cing new, or unlil then unperceived causes [ and tfae 
thing acted upon, Man, is so differeut at different 
times, that in speculations of this kind it it extremely 
Hntafe to conclude, btcause such tt tfaing never yet 
bappeaed, therefore it never can. 

jtirious 



Digitized by GOOJ^Ie 



77 

juriou3 to the military strength of the 
kingdom. 

If it had augmented the numbera of the 
a.Tmy, it at the same time intercepted the 
supply of recruits." 

Population had been for some centuries 
on the decline ; various have been the 
causes assigned. The banishmeDt of eighty 
thousand Jewish families by Ferdinand 
the Catholic, and of above ninety thou- 
sand Moors at a later period, contributed, 
qo doubt, to this effect. 

The celibacy of the clergy, the number 
of monasteries of both sexes, 'the spirit of 
ecclesiastical persecution ; all these may 
be enumerated, and many more circum- 
stances added. 

But causes do not fall within the pro- 
vince of the historian. It is for him to de- 
liver what he finds recorded, that the en- 
tire population of Spain did not exceed, in 
1723, se^'eii nnlHons six hundred and 
twenty-five thousand souls. It was less 
some years earlier ; so that it is probable 
in the time of Albcroni's government, there 
, were 
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vere not above twelve hundred, thousand 
persons capable of bearing arms. 

The finances were in the greatest dJsor-. 
der. The taxes by which the revenue was 
raised, were for the most part iojudicious, 
and perpetual restraints upon industry and 
commerce. This was the effect of a num- 
ber of monopolies, possessed by the So- 
vereign, which indeed produced some- 
money in their immediate operation, but 
were injurious to the revenue in its only 
legitimate source, the wealth of the people. 
, The taxes were farmed, and the farmers 
did not pay a just proportion to the go- 
vernment; at the same time, that their 
i:apacity carried distress and desolation 
through all the provinces. 

That branch of the revenue which con- 
sisted in duties on imposts, payable at the 
ports, was defrauded, by compositions made 
with the merchants. 

By these and other abuses, the annual 
income, at the accession of Philip, was re- 
duced to 416,616/. English money. 

While Orri was at the head of the fi- 
nances. 
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nances, he succeeded in remedying many 
of these ahuses, and by his exertions raised 
the income to two millions sterling. 

The scheme of Macanaz, which has been 
mentioned, and which had for one of its 
objects, to check an evil that was perpe- 
' tually undermining the revenue, by with- 
drawing the lands of the kingdom from 
contributing to its supply, would probably 
have been encouraged by Alberoni, in the 
situation he afterwards attained. 

In the interval which elapsed between 
the dismissal of Orri and his elevation, the 
disorders which the wise administration of 
the former had partly banished, again ap- 
peared. The abuses in the receipt, were 
itccompanied by others equally flagrant in 
the expenditure. 

Assignments on the provinces were a 
mode, in which numbers of the nobility 
received pensions, and so much of the 
revenue never reached the royal coffers. 

The consequence of scanty supply on 
one side, and waste on the other, was that 
the public income, far from being able to 
keep pace with any extraordinary expences. 
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ture of the government 

The immediate object of Aiberoni wa^ 
iro doubt, to procure money for the va- 
riety of expensive enterprises in which he 
engaged. He therefore chiefly practised 
the lower and more mechanical part of the 
science of a financier, which consists in 
drawing the largest supplies possible from 
present sources,- inattentive to the produc- 
tion of new ones, or the enlargement of 
the old. He was however the author of 
some plans formed upon larger principles, 
and looking to distant results. His spe- 
culations were not without a certain gran- 
deur and magnificence, but perhaps not 
adapted to the circumstances of the Spa- 
nish monarchy. 

He meditated the increase of the com- 
merce carried on between Acapulco and 
China, and the eastern regions of Asia, 
through the intervention of the Philippine 
Islands. Thus Spanish America would 
become a chain to bind together the eastern 
and antient worlds, in an intercom-se of in- 
dustry and exchange of rich^. The com- 
merce 
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merce by Acapuico waa confined to an an- 
nual ship, or at most a few vessels. 

In coming from the Pfailippitfes, the 
ship cannot stretch across by a direct 
course, but must proceed considerably 
northwards, in order to fall in with the 
westerly winds that are to blow it over*; 
so that from the time it leaves the islands, 
it does not see land till it reaches the cout 
of California ; and here there is no harbour 
which it can put into. 

Alberoni wished to have a diligent sur- 
vey made of the Californiaa shores^ in 
hopes of finding such an harbour. Nor 
did be stop here. He was anxious to have 
the immense unexplored tracks that stretch 
north and north-east, admitted to a share 
of this eastern traffic. Their rude produce 
was to be exchanged, for the more far 
shioned and elegant productions of the 
East 

For this purpose he encouraged the Je- 
;guit missionaries settled in those parts, to 
multiply their e3tablishment^ and pursue 
wider tracks of investigation. 

- * Lord AoBOo'i Voyace. 

o Not- 
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N6tft!tkUik(!i))g tb6 inct^sing de- 
mands on the St^anhh tr^Osnry, ocbftnoncd 
hy his Buropb^ schbmes, he ww willtDg 
Id Make coiMiderabk ditborsements for tlw 
Ishbdt^n (^ these Nordi- American enter'' 

flo intent #as he upon the sueeesi o( 
his specttlationi ih this quarter, tliat a taut 
tif gteafc wealth iti Neir Spain, oAvnng 
e^ty thoasand dollars for the govern" 
meot of California, he refiiscd the oflferv 
s^r^ending mdti sea appointment would 
bk a ^crifiiee of ultlmatfi advantage t» 
tfeiflpoFftty convrtiience*. 

liiele vett fttft the icontem|>lat)otM of a 
little Ibind. But the t^orM heard only of 
3iii^ e!)cli^vagancie&i attd Qi^dertakiiigs!ir«Blly 
'^l^tttted t» expandhis ftme, were littte 
■kioWh. 

I hstve obt(;rvi!d, h6wever\ 'that fobap* 
they were not adapted to the circumstdBcuts 
irf tbie Spanish monarchy. Thejr would 
have had the nhihuite cSect of ttpening 
tfeffrmirkets; but SpAih wat ttoC labld to 
supply those she was akeady ptesc^sed o^. 

* NituiUtndtnfl ttriM(7ifCalilbnii«. 

Her 
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Her Americao kttigdonH wwe fUmott en- 
tirely jxpIenUhed by the inanufactones^af 
ijther countries. To have therefore her 
4ome»ttc industry tavjg(»«ted, so that she 
night carry on the trade of h«r own da- 
minions, was what she principally wmted. 
JllberoDi did sometiiing f«r this purpose. 
Jle induced fiipperda, la Dvtcbman, to 
establish a cloth-miwufgiOtoty i« Spain, and 
hrmg ^^^' worktnea ft<m HollaKd, who 
might instruct the Spaniards, and be the 
ineaas of planting among tbem habits of 
. useful labour. 

-Onie of the causes wby tlu supply of 
America languished, might be that it vat 
xoftfioed to the port of Cadiz. He diou^it 
■«f throwing open the trade to ^Itthe ports, 
fU it has been dooe since, and trying ithe 
eflFects of general competition. 

Thus £u- he went in la^uring to extend 
■the oommo-Qial industry and prosperity of 
'S[^n, in opening sources of wealth iHhida 
would afford him no present aupply, bat 
Blight flov out for .the:benefit of |i Aiture 
feneration. JBiat irom the chancter ai>d 
fifaitcts «f.hi& aniution, :hecfluld>nci^co». 
o S fine 
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fine himself to these, or indeed make them 
the principal objects of his attention. It 
vas a great deal he did not entirely ne- 
glect them, that he sometimes pursued 
them to the disregard of immediate emolu- 
ment. 

With a view to this immediate emolu- 
ment, he either introduced the royal mo- 
nopoly of Tobacco, or established regula- 
tions to render it more complete and pro- 
ductive. 

These regulations occasioned no small 
disturbances in the colonics. 

A proclamation appeared at the Havan* 
nah, commanding alt the farmers to bring 
the produce of their tobacco-fields imme- 
diately to the King's magazines, and for- 
bidding every private person to engage in 
the sale of this article. 
■ A general insurrection was the conse- 
quence. The Havannah was besieged by 
multitudes of people of all colours. The 
garrison was overpowered, the governor's 
hou^ plundered ; himself and principal 
officers escaped being massacred, only by 
taking refuge in the castle. Their lives 
were 
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were spared, on condition of their return- 
)Dg home in the ships which brought them. 
The inhabitants sent a deputatipi} to Ma- 
drid. The end was, that the gpyernment 
was obliged to yipld, and a new goTecnof 
was appointed. 

The minister had no less difficulties to 
contend with at home. He could, not 
secure the monopoly in question,, without 
establishing custom-houses that,] should 
guard against a contraband introduction 
of the commodity ; and , to reader this 
scheme of custom-bouses at all availing, it 
was necessary there should be one in every; 
port and frontier t,o\vn in the kingdom. 
Now there were several provinces that 
claimed the privilege of having no custom- 
house established within their limits. 

Alberoni disregarded this alleged ex- 
emption. The peopie of piacay flew tp 
arms. The inhabitants of J^avarre and 
Arragon followed their example. He was 
obliged to send troops to q^ell the insur- 
gents; and thus his purpose suffered a 
double defeat, Soldiers were kept at home, 
h9 
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ht would hive «i$hed fo employ &bniad ; 
ahd tbore «peat la paying them, than wai 
erer gained by their presence. 

He applied himself, with more siiccest, 
to rediedy the evils be found in the ad'- 
ministration of the revenues. 
' Intendants were sent to the ports ; and 
the fraudulent compositions which had 
diminished by oiie third, the produce of 
the customs, precluded. 

The taices were farmed out anew tb th«. 
highest bidder ; by which, the revenu* 
Was in several places considerably in-- 

The assignments on the provinces, by 
which much of the inland revenue had 
bcfen intercepted, were withdrawn. The 
grants so made, were reduced to their truti 
characters of pensions, which were made 
payable at Madrid, and subject to exami- 
nation as to the reasons for which they had 
issued, and other circumstances. Many 
of tiiem hot being able to abide this test, 
Spere suppressed. 

There is a circumstance of tttbre impof- 
tj^nce 
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^Q6« tp »ny sqhemes of ambitiQa, yt^^k 
a Sovereign or miptst^r may fonp, thap 
fven (he military or. navftl force he ipay 
have on foot, or the state of his fr^asury, 
^d .tbpt is, the gADius anii chftraiclf^. of 
|)is people, as titro^d tp uri^riijc? ept^n- 
flriises. 

The <?»w^ yhich kimiW » militery 
spirit iq a pflof^f, 9^4 wluph. OP the oth« 
ha^f^ damp Of ?xting:uiflh jf, bT)! (?ft»B pf 
^ ii^tuf« tp efc^pe t|ie .mp^t yjgilaiit ,9hA$^ 
vation. 

I^i^tory rfCQr^s ias^pe^ (i^n^^c^^ that 
^me^ to h^v^ iQst ^M ardquf- ji^r gn^n*^ 
in war, suddenly assutning the most for- 
midable attitudes and h&w this has hap- 
pened, it is neariy impossible to distin- 
guish. 

The pharac.ter of » me\e m^n, hi^ ^9Pfc- 
tinusaccon)pl)^tt«l tbi&xevolutijno. ^omer 
times a train of^ eireumstancca ba» led td 
this result, which observers were ibdined 
to think most contrary to it. 

E;xa;9iples,fibQup(), of qatipits f^jiQ^ i,^ 

a manner equally uqftcopmiUU^ frfftjOttlP 

height 
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height bf military glory, to a state ef 
weakness and dismay*. 

This was in a great measure tlw case of 
the Spanish nation. ' 

The Spaniards, for some time before-the 
Emperor Charles V. and during his reign, 
were perhaps considered a? tlie most warr 
like people in Europe. Their infantry was 
a rampart of strength in the day of battle. 
Spain produced some of tlie mostdistin- 
gaiahed generals and captains of their 
time. 

■ This military character was not extinr 
guiahcd at the death of Charles. The re^ 

'NaoAos mare atriHipg Ib^none funuehed% ow 
history, "lie Eu^lish, in th^ reijjnof Hei^ry y, wert 
famed for valour. They gained the most splendid 
victories, and were near achieving the entire couquett 
of France; In [he very next reign, on the appearance 
-of the person, known hy ItM name of the Maid of Or. 
ioaM, an oMvomil ttittOT.Kvsi the nation. Crowds of 
(deseneri^were bidiog U^^vas in boles an^ cornerf. 
There is a proclttpiatioii dirtied to the Sheriffs cf 
Middle«e;(, and those of otheir counties, to apprehend 
t^oM who concealed thetnsetves for fear of tht Maid, 
Henry'flHislori^of England.' 
J:,; . putatioi^ 
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putation of the Spanish troops continoed 
high, during the reign of his succestor. 
The Dukes of Alva and Parma often led 
them to victory. Yet, perhaps, at this 
I»eriod, commenced the decline of the mtf 
iitiry spirit. 

' Nothing accelerates this decline mom 
than a stats of things,- vhn-e enterprise 
iucceeds enterprize; and no splendid or 
decisive result is obtained, where the spirit 
and vigour of a nation that wonld bound 
forward with promptitude to some great 
and glorious object, is harassed by variety* 
and gradually 'relaxed and deadened by 
minnte qnd ignoble details. 

This was'very much the character of the 
reign of Philip. II. The long inglorious 
wars in tlie low oouatrie?, in which the 
fortunes of his house stooped to the ge*- 
niua of the family of Orangf , the failure 
of the armaments against England, spread 
gloom and discouragement over Spain- The 
imaginadott not kept alive by the noise of 
victories and the glare of conquests, saw 
nothing fascinating in arma. A languor 
terminating in imh^ility, cr^t ovCr the 
counsels 
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oounida of the cabioet, atid- cKtend^^ Ut 
thtwe who were to carry tbcni into e:^ctiT 
tion. ... 

■■ . Still the Spapish infantiy nyoyed some 
reputation. This wu fioally desti-oyecl bjr 
the battle of Rocroy, fought atHMit the 
mi^leofthe seveDteenth oeuct^ryt which 
saw this infantry entirely brpkeu and 
dispersed by the youo^ . Frince of 
Cond^. 

Frcrni this period, the montu'chy qoat 
tiaaed a large decmpit bo^y, till the exr 
tinction of the Austrian race .of kings, 
in the pcisoa of Cbaxles IL 

The war which succeeded, though it, n» 
doubt, thinned the papulation of Spain, 
twas favourable to the military character of 
the inhabitants. Some good troops were 
foriAed. The peopie, 'who were not atran* 
gen to the dangers and tumults of irar, 
were more disposed to become aoldiccs, <and 
better adapted to a military lifie. No gtea( 
generals had sprung up; bi^ on >the whole, 
the circuiQstaBces were more pro[ntiou3 ta 
the designs of the Spanish miaistfr, .than 
if hehad beeninft situation to^ttcmpt.tlie 
execution 
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execution of them, predsely at the begio* 
Ding of the century. 

The fleet which sailed from Barcelona^ 
consisted of twelve ships of the line, and » 
hundred tranipoTts, carrying eight thoit* 
Kind infantry, and six hundred cavalry. 

This wu no very formidable expeditioi^ 
codstdering the time and noise of preparar 
tion. 

To the troops were attached, fifty piece$ 
of battering eaanon and twelve field-piecea ; 
proriaioaB, ami ammunUion, were laid ia 
rtore fo«' three mopths. 

The squadron |was mider the cotncoanil 
of the MiU-quis de Man. The Marquis dt 
licide was general of the fences. 

Such a number of men could not attempt 
any very oonsiderE^e enterprize ; but the 
kingdom of Naples was extremely unprof 
irrded with the means of defence. 

The Emperor was at war with th« 
Turks; and had withdrawn most of 
h\s troops from Italy. HandfuJs of Spa- 
aiaids had landed an the coast, i^h4 
made predatory incursions into the cout^< 
try with sucoesi. -SiraiiDs of emissaries 
1 Jn 
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io the pay of Alberoai, wen labouring 
to excite a popular insurrectioa in fa.* 
Toar of his schemes. He had paiticu* 
brly applied himself to gain over the 
poor ecclesiastics and mradicant friars. 
This be easily did by scattering mooey 
among them ; and he trusted very much 
to their ioflueoce over a superstitious peo> 
pie. The malcontents were observed Bock* 
ing to the capital, and the hotel of th.e 
Pope's Nuncio, Vicentini, was the place ia 
which they used to hold their nieeting& 
Insomuch that the Imperial Viceroy, 
Coant Thaun, judged it necessary to seize 
bis papers, and order bimself to quit the 
kingdom. At the same time, the revenues 
of a number of ecclesiastics dq>endeQtoa 
the See of Rome, \vere laid uuder seqije&i 
tration. 

But while these apprehensions prevailed 
In Naples, and these measures were taking 
to diminish the danger, the Spaniards, on 
the Sed of August, landed in Sardinia, 
arHt were entire masters of tlie ielaad by 
the end of the ensuing month. 

Nothing could exceed the facility of the 
conquesti 
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conquest, but the insigniBcance of tlie 
object gained. ' 

Sardinia 19 a poor, uDCUltirated island. 
There rages a sort of pestilence here in 
summer*, that would occasion the greatest 
mortah'ty among any troops that should 
be, left. It could not be of any use to 
Spain ; it would prove rather a burtben. • 

It seems to be a rule, in the conduct of 
plans of war and ambition, never to atr 
tempt any arduous or decisive enterprtzC 
bat with the promise of such results as, if 
obtarned, may be deemed a sufficient comr 
pensation for the risk incurred, and the 
alarm excited. 

Alberoni flagrantly offended againstevery 
part of this rale. He carried on prepara* 
tions for a length of time, with much noise 
and ostentation, and created the most eager 
Curiosity, niixed with fear, in all parts of 
Europe. ' What do these preparations proi- 
duce F an expedition of between eight and 
nine thousand men : and what does this 
handful of men accomplish ? the conquest 
of a miserable island. Then let die conse- 
• Young'i TrgYcU in France and Italy. 

quences 
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quences te wdghed. Spain plunges into a 
war, in the first instance, with the Empe- 
ror ; but from ihe views of other powers, 
ftnd the engagements they had entered int(^ 
the would probably hare a contest to maia- 
tain with the most considerabte part of 
£urope. She would find herself entangM 
in a labyrinth ; and at every step slie mad^ 
the intricacy and confusion would iocnease 
upon her. Thus, at the opening of his nn- 
t>itiou8 career, did Alberoni shew his little 
capacity for what he undertook. He was 
at this time in no small perpiexjty and 
alarm from the illness of the King, nhi^ 
had assumed a dangerous aspect to the 
physicians, and appeared still more dan- 
^rous to the King himself. It partook 
Very mxKM of the nature of an hypochon^ 
driac disorder. It originated from tte 
gloomy and exhausting ceclusion in wluch 
he lived with the Queen. He became a 
ptcy to the most fantastic terrora. It was 
aperpjsteal transition from his coniessor ft* 
the Queen, and from the Qnecn to his oon- 
ftssoT. In thissuteofiniDd, hewas.lori 
to makiehis will 

The 
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The iepUri g6t ftbr^ad, that in this vill 
he at>pt}ittted ^e Queen td b6 regent aftet 
his death, &n<l A^beroni ha sole assistant 
fend bdvis^. This oc<:a^ioned math 'diss!'- 
tiifactiott among ill ofders of men. 
■ This latter encoHfltered an adventure, 
which thUSt have bften not a little mortl'- 
■fyitig to his vanity. The Queen and he, 
awaf« ho*' easy it -vm l« Wake impfessionJi 
t»» the ftebte understanding of the King;, 
Mill furifcftf enfeebled by his illness, re 
doubtetltheit-careand Vigilance to fireveAt 
'iUy ion): frdim approaching him, who wa* 
toot id thbit owii itfimediate con6deDCe. 

It li&]»pe<Aed, that the Duke D'Escakun^ 
^ King's majorurfonio, came to pevfovm 
tifQ duties <of hi& office. The servant vt 
^Ik ddor of th« apartment, half opening i^ 
ttAd him be -bad ot>defB not to let him in. 
"Y^uawaft itnpertinent ^Uow," B»i'l1i6 
Duke: and pushing the door open, «»■ 
tttfed. 

Thi «t>&rtfn<ent wtt« long and narro#; 

The -King's "bed stwod it the extremity Op- 

-^oritb thb doof. At thd bed-sidti was th^ 

QiKitt, bttil 'Alberotii ^tfetiditig ttebrher. , 

The 
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i The Duke at the time, had a fit of tlitf 
gout, and advanced slowly, supporting 
himself with his crutch. As soon as Al- 
beroni saw him, he went up to hiin in a 
hurry, and insisted upon his leaving the 
room. The Duke refusiug, he took him 
by the arm, as if to conipel him. The 
Duke, in the little struggle that took 
place, fell into an arm-chair that wat stand- 
ing by. As soon as he had recovered hinjr 
self, he got up in a great passion, called 
Alberoni a paltry rascal, and applied hig 
jcrutcb to his shoulders. The.Qu^endid 
not offer to interpose, matntainii^ the 
greatest composure during the .whole trans- 
action. Alberoni, ashamed of the treat" 
meot he bad recetv6d» wishing the matter 
tp be made as little public as possible, car- 
ried no farther his resentment, than to get 
the Duke banished for a short time to his 
estate. 

As soon as the King was well enough to 
i^)f>ear. to perform an act of government, 
he- was aj)pointed Bishop of ^lalaga ; . but 
ibrfore all the forms of bis appointment were 
gope through, the rich Arc:hhiflhopric of 
; ■; Seville, 
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Seville, became vacant by the death of 
Cardinal Arias. He eagerly grasped at this 
more considerable preferment; but the ap- 
probation of the Pope was necessary. 

The Pope was under the greatest per- 
plexity and embarrassment The conduct 
of his Nuncio at Naples, had created sus- 
picions in the Imperial court, that he se- 
cretly favoured the views of the Spanish 
minister. When it was pretended, that 
Spain had it in contemplation to direct its 
arms against the infidels, he had granted 
the King an indulto, to raise two millions 
and a half of ducats on the ecclesiastical 
estates in the Indies, and five hundred 
thousand on those of the clergy in Spain, 
for defraying the expences of this pious 
warfare. But instead of directing the 
Spanish arms against the infidels, Atberoni 
had in reality acted as their ally, by at- 
tacking the Emperor who was at war with 
them ; still he availed himself of the Pope's 
grant, and levied the entire contribution 
from the church, as if he was fulfilling 
the conditions for which the grant had 
been made. 

H Count 
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Count Gallas, Imperial ambassador at 
Rome, made the loudest and mc»t pressing 
remonstrances upon this subject. He in- 
sisted, the Pope should immediately issue 
a categorical revocation of the indulto, 
which had been so egregiouslj- abused. The 
Pope did not know what part to take. 
When he talked of strong measures against 
Aiberoni, of recalling his Nuncio from 
Madrid, Cardinal Aqueviva, the Spanish 
minister, would terrify him on the other 
aide, by threatening liim with an entire 
rupture with his court, assuring him, no 
future Nuncio would be received in Spain. 
The Pope, in the agony of his embarrass- 
ment, burst into tears on one occasion, and 
declared he had certainly damned himself, 
when he had created Aiberoni a Cardinal 
Cardinal Giu<lice, who happened to be pre- 
sent, dryly said, " lie would be happy to 
attend his Holiness any where but ta 
hell." 

The truth wasj the Pope entertained the 

most cordial hatred against Aiberoni. His 

pronation had been extorted from him. 

He would gladly have done any thing to 

mortify 
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mortify or thwart him : but he prudently 
reflected, that the object of his animosity 
was prime minister of one' of the mosb 
considerable kingdoms attached to the 
communion of Rome, and he in some 
measure restrained and dissembled his 
feelings. 

He was however obliged to yield so far 
to the Imperial ambassador, as to snatch 
the archbishopric of Seville, from the rapa- 
city of Alberoni. He inaisted on the ca-' 
nons, which forbid the translation from 
one see to another, till after the expiration 
of three years. 

Alberoni was not at all satisBed with this 
pious allegation of the canons. The ca- 
nons, he was aware, might easily be con- 
strued so as to answer his views, and the 
Imperial ambassador had more to do in hia 
disappointment, than all the canons to- 
gether. He was thrown into transports of 
r^e, and had the folly to exclaim, that 
the Pope, the Emperor, and even the 
King and Queen of Spain, would answer 
for it before God. 

The Pope thought to pacify him, by in- 
H S forming 
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forming him; through the chaDnel of the 
good Per^ D'Aubenton, that as some dif- 
ficulty might arise about his residing in 
quality of Bishop of Malaga, he would put 
him completely at his ease. I dispense, 
said he, with your residence for six months. 
The canons allow you to be absent for six 
more ; so that you may reside where you 
please the whole twelve. 

The success of the expedition against 
Sardinia, inspired the Spanish minister with 
additional confidence, in his projects upon 
Italy. This success, inconsiderable as it 
was, he might in a great measure attribute 
to the Turkish war, which employed the 
arms of the Emperor at a distance, and 
prevented him from turning his attention 
to the quarter in which the Spaniards had 
attacked him. It became therefore an 
object to the minister to prolong this 
war. 

He had no expedient for this purpose, 
but to persuade the Turks to enter upon a 
new campaign, notwithstanding the dis- 
asters of the last. So eagerly did he pre- 
cipitate himself into this course of policy. 
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as quite to forget his character of a dig- 
nitary of the catholic church, and the 
respect for the public opinion of Europe, 
which this cliaracter imposed upon him. 

There lived in seeming retirement at a 
convent near Paris, an Hungarian chief of 
the name of Ragotzi. He had been at the 
head of an unsuccessful insurrection in his 
native country, and had taken refuge in 
France, a little before the death of Lewh 
XIV. He appeared wholly engaged in de- 
votional exercises ; but it was not doubted, 
he would readily lend himself as au instru- 
ment, to distress or perplex the govern* 
ment that had banished him as a rebel. 

Prince Cellamere, Spanish ambassador, 
was instructed to communicate with him, 
and Ragotzi, after a few conferences, dis- 
posed himself to set out for the dominions 
of the Porte. 

He had an interview with a person de- 
puted by the Grand Signior, in one of the 
islands of Hieres, off the coast of France, 
and soon after made a public entry into 
Adrianople. 

Alberoni corresponded with him by 
means 
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mefLDs of a Colonel Boifiitiiene, sent him 
supplies of money and arms, and made use 
of his agency to accomplish his purpose 
■with the Turkish government. 

The Imperial ambassador at Rome, got 
a detailed account of these proceedings 
posted up on the Vatican. So lively was 
the indignation excited io the Roman po- 
pulace, that the person of Cardinal Aque- 
viva M'as not safe. 

The King of England and Regent of 
France, already confederated for the main* 
tenance of the general traoquilliiy, en- 
tered into fresh negociations for aecuring 
so desirable an object. They wished as 
far as it could be compassed, to root up all 
causes of future jealousies and disturban- 
ces. Taking the treaties of Utrecht and 
Rastadt for their ground-work, they how- 
ever deemed it expedient to depart some- 
what from them. This new scheme of pa- 
cification was to embrace the Emperor and 
King of Spain. The Emperor was to be 
induced to make a formal renunciation of 
his claims to the dominions in possession 
of Philip, and particularly of the claim to 
the 
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the crown of Spain, which he affected to 
retain. It was necessary to purchase his 
assent to this part ofthe treaty. 

The island of Sicily, divided only by a 
narrow streight from his kingdom of Na- 
ples, was a perpetual allurement and temp- 
tation in his eyes. It had been given, at 
the peace of Utrecht, to the Duke of 
Savoy ; but as the Duke had received it 
merely as a boon, the powers that gave it 
conceived themselves authorized to with- 
draw it. It was to be made over to the 
Emperor, and Sardinia in lieu of it to the 
Duke. 

On the other hand, the King of Spain was 
to renounce his claims to the Emperor's 
dominions in Italy. As a corapensatioD, 
Parma and "Plaeentia and Tuscany were to 
be secured to the children of his second 
marriage. Philip, who had been instructed 
to consider these possessions as his indis- 
putable right, and who fondly clung to 
claims, he regarded inseparable from his 
crown,- would, it was expected, not easdy 
be persuaded to come into the arrangements 
agreed upon by the mediating powers, 



So 
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So zealous was the King of England to 
prevent hostilities and disturbances in 
Europe, that he authorized the Regent to 
convey to him, through scwne secret chan- 
nel, an offer of Gibraltar, as the price of 
his accession. 

The person employed by the Regent to 
be the secret bearer of this offer, was a 
man of the name of Louville, who was well 
known at the court of Madrid. 

Every thing was arranged to show the 

sincerity* of the King of England, An 

order 

* Yet Marmontel, in his posthumouB histonr of the 
itegencj, is pleased to call the offer of the court of 
London, a gross artifice ; and expresses his wonder 
the Regent did not see through it. He indeed assigna 
scarcely any thing tiiat can be called a reason for this 
strong aseertioD. He says, Lord Stanhope, who com- 
municated the offer tr> the Regent, Icnew it never 
would reuc^i Philip, as Alberoni would shut up every 
avenue to his presence. Lord Stanhope, however, set 
out a little after in person for Madrid, He nas not 
therefore without some notion of the efficacy of ne- 
gociation. The governor of Gibraltar would hare 
produced the order of the King, in order to justify 
himself to the English public, and the King would 
have been loaded with the crime. What stronger ar. 
gumeat 
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order under his sign manual to the British 
governor, to deliver up the fortress, was 
to be conveyed to Philip : and it was only 
upon receiving this order, that Philip was 
to give his signature to the proposed paci- 
fication in exchange. A Spanish general 
was to march at the head of an army, and 
under pretence of summoning the town to 
surrender, transmit to the governor the 

gument can there be, to show the sincerity of both 
KiDg and miuiatera, than that the latter were willing to 
incur thi( risk ? They might have been impeached, 
and probably would have been so, but the governor 
must have obeyed the order of his King, and Gibraltar 
would have been ia the hands of the Spaniards, before 
Parliament could have set ftny enquiry on foot. Du- 
cloa, who Beems to have liked the English not much 
more than Marmontel, terminates his account of this 
transaction in these words : — " So that it was owing 
to an insolent minister (meatiiog Alberoni) that the 
only opportunity Spain has had of recovering this for- 
tress, was lost." He does not impeach thti sincerity of 
England. 

Thp narrow dislike that runii through Marmontel't 
vork, if the more observable, as he lived in times of 
decent, often polite and amicable intercourse betwcea 
the two nations- 

order 
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■ order of his roaster. The British garrison 
was to withdraw to Tanjier. 

It would have singularly gratified the 
Spanish nation to regain possession of Gib- 
raltar. Their national pride had long suf- 
fered by the spectacle of a garrison of 
northern islanders, established in a corner 
of their monarchy. The same spirit of 
national pride, rendered this fortress ex- 
tremely interesting to the feelings of Eng- 
lishmen. They attached an importance to 
it superior to the consideration of its 
utility. Few things would have been more 
unpopular in England, than the surrender 
in question. The desire which animated 
the English cabinetto maintain tranquillity 
among nations, must have been indeed 
ardent, to induce them to make the pro- 
posal. 

But schemes of war and conquest had 
taken entire possession of the mind of Al- 
beroni. No offers or proposals could pre- 
vail upon him to discard them. 

Scarcely had Louville set his foot in 
Madrid, when he received an order to de- 
part 
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part immediately, and not to presume to 
approach the palace. Two hours after, 
Alberoni came and paid him a visit. Lou- 
viUe warmly remonstrated on the order 
which had been sent to him. Perhaps it is 
not known, said he, that I have letters 
from the Duke of Orleans, written with 
his own hands, intended for the immediate 
perusal of the King of Spain ; saying this, 
he produced the letters. Alberoni affected 
to be surprized. This indeed happens veiy 
unfortunately : but what can I do r It ia 
believed I have influence here, but I have 
none. 

A day or two passed. Louville suspect- 
ing some stratagem, resolved to place him- 
self somewhere where the King was to 
pass, in hopes of attracting his notice. 
Alberoni, informed of this, took cate to 
have tlte King on his passage encircled 
by a cluster of his own creatures, so 
that in the croud he could distinguish no 
one. 

The order for the immediate departm* 

of Louville was reiterated, acc<nnpanjjed 

with 
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with 3 menace of violeoce, if he did oot 
instantly obey. Louville returned to Paris 
without effecting any thing. 

No sooner bad the conquest of Sardinia 
been terminated, than Alberoni recom- 
menced preparations on a much larger 
scale than before. Three thousand men 
were left to garrison the island. All the 
transports returned to Spain, and were to 
be ready for a new embarkation the sum- 
mer after. To make this embarkation the 
more formidable, ships were purchased in 
the ports of all the maritime nations that 
would sell them ; seamen engaged all 
along the coast of Italy, in Genoa, Leg- 
horn, and other places. Neutnil vessels 
were seized and compelled to serve for hire 
as transports. 

The greatest activity prevailed at the 
same time in the military department. A 
foundery for cannon was established at 
Pampeluna, and thousands of bombs and 
balls continually transported to Catalonia. 
Magazines were fonned ; stores of arms 
and every thing necessary for the equip- 
ment 
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ment of a soldier provided. Various means 
were contrived to increase the standitig 
force of the kingdom. 

The mountains of Catalonia branching 
from the Pyrenees, were inhabited by a 
race of savage banditti, known by the 
name of Miquelets. They carried a case 
of pistols in their belt, and a dagger at 
their side. They were extremely formid- 
able to travellers, and often descended 
from their mountains to plunder the sur- 
rounding country. This hardy kind of life, 
and these predatory habits, seemed to fit 
them for irregular, skirmishing warfare. 
At the termination of the war in Cata- 
lonia, they had been joined by multitudes 
of deserters from the several armies, Eng- 
lish, Scotch, Irish, Germans, Dutch, and 
Portuguese, to the number of no less than 
five thousand. 

Alberoni conceived the project of draw- 
ing soldiers from this wild, miscellaneous 
assemblage. He invited them by procla- 
mation to enter into the service : and six. 
regiments were formed out of them. 

The mountaineers of the Siena Morena, 
hunters. 
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liunter^ esceHent marksmen, and accns- 
tomed to the management of horses, were 
embodied into two more. 

The people of Spain, admiring the en- 
terprising spirit of their minister, and 
pleased with the glare of ' military glory he 
leerned labouring to diffuse over them, 
contributed largely, by voluntary exer- 
lions, to second his ambition. It may be 
observed, this glare of military glory re- 
conciles nations to almost every sacriiice. 
The half-starved inhabitant of the iklling 
cottage, forgets the misery and desolation 
which surrounds him, when he hears of 
victories obtained, and conquests achieved 
by the armies of his country. 

The provinces raised and equipped regi- 
ments at their own expence; sixteen of 
foot, and eight of horse, were procured by 
this means. They rivalled each other in 
the display of their several troops, and the 
quality of the men who composed them. 
To promote and increase this emulation, 
their respective arms and names were en- 
graved on the caps of the infantry, and 
tlie mountings of tlie cavaliy. 

Money, 
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Money, too, was raised by volantaiy 
contribution: — but never has any great 
amount been produced through this chan- 
nel. 

Alberoni derived some supply from 
other expedient*. The levy on ecclesias- 
tical property, which the Pope had att* 
thorized for the purpose of carrying on war 
against the infidels, continued, in defiance 
of revocations and remonstrances. All 
persons who had been concerned in the 
management of the revenue, underwent a 
regular taxation. 

By all these means, the preparations of 
Spain had assumed a respectable appear- 
ance by the spring of 1718. Catalonia 
was again appointed as the place of general 
asscmblaaje. Fifteen thousand foot and 
four thousand horse were encamped 
on the plains of Vic, ready to march to 
Barcelona, for the purpose of embarka- 
tion. 

England and France, who had formed 

the resolution of resisting every attempt to 

disturb the general peace, beheld with 

concern these movements, which could 

have 
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have no other object, but some fresh agn 
gression on the part of Spain ; and became 
more earnest to complete the treaty they 
had ID contemplation. L'Abb^ Dubois 
came to London, and held frequent con- 
ferences with the ministers. To model and 
digest a treaty, which embraced such a 
variety of interfering claims, and was in- 
tended to provide against so many con- 
tingencies, was a work of great labour and 
difficulty. It is said, before the articles 
to compose it were finally agreed upon, 
eighty different times was it cast anew ; 
eighty times, the formality of signing and 
sealing repeated. 

England and France were the only two 
parties, in the first instance, to this treaty. 
It was a matter concerted between them. 
It flowed from their pacific views and dis- 
positions. The accession of all the other 
powers, whose interests might be affected, 
was to be gradually obtained. It was even 
proposed not to communicate it to the 
Emperor, till it had undergone the inspec- 
tion of the King of Spain, that the ap- 
pearance of impartiality might not be de- 
parted 
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parted from ; the accession of the two 
sovereigns be recorded at the same time^ 

The States- General did not accede till 
tome time after ; yet they and the Emperor^ 
as well as England and France, appear as 
original parties, and the treaty was de- 
nominated the Quadruple Alliance. The 
Emperor's plenipotentiaiy in London, im- 
mediately signed it 

MoDtdeone, Spanish ambassador ther^ 
did not fail to inform Alberoni of what was 
going forward, and repeatedly assured him, 
he must expect England would give the 
most determined opposition to his designs. 
But such was the infatuation <^ the Spanish 
minister in believing, that what he wished 
would encounter no obstacle in the accom- 
plishment, that this information had no 
efiect upon him. He treated the whole as 
the fancy of Monteleoae, and was little 
pleased with the frequency and earnestness 
of his admonitions. 

The treaty was signed on the part of 
England, France, and the Emperor, the 
beginning of August 1718. 

The Duke of Savoy, who was a principal 
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in the arrangancDts it coataio«d, vho wat 
to cede his isUud of SiCtly to tbe. Emperor, 
ind receive Sanllnia by way of compensa- 
tion, could not be ^H pleased with tliia 
exchange. . He had recourse t6 sU the re- 
fidemcnts of hitrigtie.ajid diplomatic ehi- 
chanery, in ordec to raiae hia temia of the 
bargain. He delayed his accession, till 
the progress of events rendered it fc mattet 
of necessity. Had. he continued his wa- 
vering, temporizing policy, he woukl have 
seen Sicily snatched from, him, and ob- 
tained nothing in lieu of it. 

The accession of the Sutcs-Geneal. was 
retarded, as welt by their extreme caution, 
as the dilatory forms of their goversmeat. 
Lord Cadogao was dispatched to the 
Hague^ to combat the ol^ections that 
mi^ht arise to it, and infu&e, if poasiUe, a 
little activity into the Dutch counaela. 

Spain wai highly, favoured in the ar- 
rangements of the treaty, yet she could 
not be persoaded to accede to it. This te- 
hictance proceeded from the rash ambition 
of Alberoni. N,o exertion wa spared by 
England or Fi-ance to overcome it. The 
generous 
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generous offers of the former, and the mis- 
sion of Louville from the latter, have been 
mentioned. The ambassadors of the two 
courts at Madrid, Col. Stanhope, and the 
Duk^ de St. Aignaa, applied in conjunct 
tioQ all the means they could devise. "Hie • 
Regent, thinking St. Aignan too young, 
or hoping, from the co-operation of another 
Frevch envoy, what St. Aiguan alone 
could not accoiiiplish, seat the Marquis de 
Nancr^ to second him. 

As soon as die Quadruple Alliance had 
been signed. Lord Stanhope, one of the 
secnetartes of state, set out for Madrid, to 
add his influence and soUfiitations to &U 
that been used without success before^ 

But two months before his arrival, the 
Spanish expedition had sailed from Bar- 
celona. It had proceeded to its destina- 
tion. 

This destination had long been a matter 
of speculation and conjecture. Some fiin- 
ther attempt on the Emperor's territories, 
might besupposed to be intended. He was 
the only Prince in Europe, with whom 
Spain was declaredly at war. 

1 S There 
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There wore persons who believed the 
Spanish minister meditated a great and de- 
cisive blow against the pirates of Barbaiy. 
They waged incessant war with Spain. 
There was no part of the coast which wai 
not in continual dread of their armaments. 
Bodies of them would often land, plunder 
the country, and carry off the inhabitants 
into captivity. Their incursions had con- 
tributed to the depopulation of the mari- 
time provinces. 

After having driven the Spaniards from 
most of their -settlements on the coast of 
Africa, the barbarians were at this time 
besieging Ceuta. 

The preparations collecting at Barce- 
lona, struck terror into them ; and if Al- 
beroni had employed them in the manner 
they apprehended, he might have con- 
ferred a lasting benefit on Spain. 

But he meditated, what to him appeared 
a more splendid enterprize. 

The King of Sicily had, for some time 

past, been engaged in a course of busy 

negociation with the court of Madrid. 

Extremely dissatisfied with the dispositions 

of 
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of the Quadruple Alliance, he was labooi^ 
ing to discover what he could gain from 
the other side. He made proposals, not 
with a hope, as it should seem, that they 
would be acceded to, but for the purpose 
of drawing out counter- proposals, that 
'might throw light on the views of the 
Spanish minister : so that it was in reality 
a contest of artifice and dissimulation, in 
which each party pleased himself with the 
thought of over-reaching the other. 

The King |>roposed that Spain should 
pay him a million of crowns in the first 
instance, and two thousand dublooos a 
month, while the war lasted. He promised 
nothing in return, but general co-opera* 
tioD and alliance. Fifteen thousand Spa- 
niards, were to land in the kingdom of 
Naples ; an army was to invade the Mi- 
lanese; and the King claimed a moiety of 
the conquests that should be made. 

Alberont, without paying attention to 
the terms of this proposal, proposed, on 
his side, that he should be put in imme- 
diate possession of Sicily ; for which, an 
equiva- 
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•quivalent wis afterwards to be given 
in the Milanese, when it should be con- 
quered. 

Tlie King might have discovered in this 
proposal, what he wished to find out, the 
views and intentions of the Spanish mi- 
nister. L'Abb^ Mari, his resident at Ma-^ 
drid, did not fail to write to hin>, tu look 
to his kingdfHH of Sicily. The King how- 
ever was lulled to security by the terms of 
the armistice concluded at Utrecht, ge- 
peraliy, for the whoJe of Italy, and for his 
dominions in particular. 

Alberoni smiled at his simplicity^ ta be- 
lieving he would suffer himself to be fet- 
tered by such slender paper-ties in the 
career of his designs. 

The expedition sailed from Barcelona, 
the ISth of June 17)S- It consisted of 
twenty-seven ships of the line, and .three 
hundred-and-forty transports, carrying an 
array of thirty thousand men; .with an im- 
mense train of artillery, quantities of am- 
munition, and abundance of every imple- 
ment of war. Don Antonio CasUgiieta, 
com- 
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commanded the fleet,; ihe Malrquis <le 
Letde; -the same who bad aehteved the 
conquest of Sardinia, the land-force?. 

"nw expeditido, after, toudsing (tf:. Sar- 
dinia, and takihg.up some tro(^ there; 

appeared off Sicily the, l6t of July- 

Itt conformity ;with. the instru^tioas th^ 
commanda^ )^ ]rfi^lvp4t «, disenibarka- 
tiou immediately :t4t^ ^ape: f^^r/iffagfie^ 
from PajEfmo, the-ca^Hta^pf thc.^sl^. 

No sopu^r did the:fle«9 teach- thf.j King 
of Sicily, thftn ^e ordered .<l>if annttas^ors 
at aU the courts of ^ropf; to- ;f>ajpf t]to 
strongest rquresenfadojps ;agai^f|;,|tl)(s nn- 
expect^d attac^, ^o , contrary/ M-'h^e de-_ 
scribed it,, to the usages of civiUajed p3i' 
tiona. 

These usages, many «f them, pcrhape, no 
better than ctremonious fiijirroalities, ,inteT- 
wovpBr UoweyeSf with a voUxflaiDOu^.qoUec- 
tion of, treaties and wr/tteo letigag^ments 
betweeif states, , f^amposed >vh3t uc^ pallet 
the.Law-of f^Ta^pns, tljepul^ljc ]^w 9^.£,u,'" 
rope. , ' - ; 

.This law, . which. ; Bupeffycifi observers 
have cepresented ^ a.mere tLasuje:,9f . d^ilo- 
mat 
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matic chicanery, was one of the pillars 
CD which reposed the civilization of the 
world. 

That equality of strength, which would 
be the best security for the independence 
of every part in the great assemblage of 
nations, is impossible. It never has ex* 
isted, nor ever can fexist. Florms and cus- 
toms which interposed between the feeble 
and powerful, a little corrected the neces- 
sary effects of the dispropoTtion. They 
served in some degree as intrcnchments to 
the former, and barriers against the latter. 

Mankind ivill indeed have to lament the 
day, when brute ftirce shall alone decide, 
and there shall be nothing to control, or 
so much as embarrass, its ascendant 

The King of Sicily had not above seven 
thousand men in the island. He was to- 
tally unable to oppose any resistance to the 
invasion. His representations were directed 
to procure assistance and support, fhim the 
powers that had established the peace of 
Utrecht But the uniform answer to his , 
representations was, that, the arrangements 
of the Quadruple Alliance having been 
deemed 
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deemed necessary to the continuance of thii 
'peace, he had nothing to do but imme- 
diately to accede to them : so that this 
vily politician, after all his shiftings and 
waverings, found himself, where he was at 
the beginning. Apprehensive of losing 
Sicily, and getting nothing for it, he no- 
tified his accession, and directed the go- 
vernors of his towns in Sicily, to receive 
the Imperial forces. 

The same month in which the Spaniards 
landed in Sicily, the Emperor concludi^ 
peace with the Turks at Passaworitz. AH 
the exhortations of Alberoai and his emis- 
saries, could not prevail upon them to ex- 
pose themselves to the hazards of prolonged 
hostilities. The undivided forces of the 
Emperor, were now carried to the war in 
Italy. 

The Spaniards, immediately afYer thnr 
luiding, proceeded to Palermo, and took 
possession of it without opposition. 

Count Maffei, governor Of the island, 
had withdrawn to Syracuse. 

The whole open country suhmttted to 
the Spaniards. 

IVom 
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From Palermo, they directed their march 
to Messina. The inhabitaots comi>eUed 
the garrison to abandon ' the town, and 
withdraw into the citadel. 

It was the b^ianiog of August when 
the Spanish commander was enabled to lay 
regular siege to this last. 

The fleet which had escorted the trans- 
ports, came round and anchored in the 
Faro. 

The British ministry bad not trusted so 
far to the effisct of amicable overtures and 
pegociattons, as to forget the possibility of 
their being disregarded. While therefore 
Col. Stanhope was pmsing the matter at 
Madrid, without making any in^reasion, 
a more efficient mediator appeared ija tho 
Mediterranean. Sir George Byng had left 
England early in the summer, at the. head 
9f a powerful squadron. After having 
passed the Streights, he sent an -officer to 
notify his orders to ' the Spanish court ; 
■yfhich were, to resist every attempt upon 
Italy. An haughty answer was made to 
bim^ that he might act as he judged ex- 
pedient 

The 
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The expeditivon had sailed from Barre- 
iona; and Sir George, learning th;: course 
it had pursued, immediHteiy sailed after it. 
He arrived at Naples just as the Spaniards 
were laying siege to Messina, Risinforce- 
ments were preparing to pass over to Sicily. 
He undertook to escort them.- Oo the gth 
of August he was in view of the Faro. 
He sent to the Spanish general, requesting 
a suspension of arms. The general answer- 
ing that he had no authority far the pur- 
pose; Sir George saw there was nothing 
to be obtained by negociation or discus- 
sion. 

The day after, about noon, he descried 
the whole Spanish fleet drawn up in order 
of battle across the Faro. At his approach, 
they stood away, and tried to gain the 
open sea behind them. A part separated 
from the rest, and made for the Sicilian 
shore. The admiral dispatched Captain 
Walton with five ships after them. Him- 
self engaged the main fleet, and obtained 
a decisive victory. He received, a few 
days after from Captain Walton, a letter 
in these words : 

Sib: 
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Sib; 

"We have taken and destroyed 
all the Spanish ships and vessels which 
wer« upon the coast ; — the number as per 
margin. 

I am, &C. 

G. Waltom". 

Canterbaiy, off Syracnse, 
Aug. 16, 1718. 

The gallant officer who spoke of his ex- 
ploit with this Spartan brevity, had cap- 
tured or destroyed eight ships of war, 
great and sinaU, and made a rear-admiral 
prisoner. 

These events might have taught Albe- 
Toni, how vain and futile are the finest- 
wrought schemes, the most subtile refine- 
ments, the whole tissue of artificial policy, 
when unsupported by an adequate force ! 

The natural inference was, that if at any 
time a great military power should arise, 
which unfettered by venerable plausibili- 
ties, should go directly to its object, .trust-, 
ing entirely to the longest and sharpest 
sword, the artificial system of European 
policy 
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policy would he torn in pieces ; the ^ncied 
balance of power be overturned ; and no 
expedient left to nations to escape the yoke, 
but bringing forward an equal force to 
oppose it. 

Alberoni said afterwards, that the Queen 
of Spain, with her violent, restless chamc- 
ter, wanted only a great general to dis- 
turb all Europe. 

Such indeed is the slender tenure by 
which mankind hold their prosperity, that 
a general, as described by Alberoni, with 
armies 6t for his purpose at his commaad, 
hurried along by a passion for false glory, 
shall, in the space of a single year, per- 
haps of a few months, destroy what ceo* 
turies have built up; what generations of 
patriot sages, labouring for their country, 
have transmitted; sweep away every mo- 
nument of human civilization, and erect 
lus trophies amidst deserts where Industry 
smiled, and Plenty poured forth its trea- 
sures ! 

Lord Stanhope arrived at Madrid on 
-the 12th of this month. Knowing the 
niission of the British admiral to the Me- 
diterranean, 
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diteiraaean, and having reason to appre- 
hoid some blow, leading to a rupture dur- 
ing his residence in Spain, he had deemed 
it expedient, before he entered the Spanish 
territories, to obtain a regular passport. 

He found the Cardinal arrogant, but he 
was not without hopes, at 6rst, of bringing 
him tea reasonable disposition; when an 
express arrived from Cardinal Aquaviva, 
with the intelligence of the landing of the 
Spaniards in Sicily, and their triumphant 
piogress from Palermo to Messina. 

This was enough for the inflammable 
head of the Cardinal He now looked for- 
ward to the entire consummation of alt his 
designs. The Spaniards, aft?r having re- 
duced the island of Sicily, were to land in 
the kingdom of Naples. The inhabituits 
wonld rise up Jn arms to support their 
operations. Kaples would be sabdued, 
and notliing would stop their victorious 
career, till they had expelled the Germans 
from Italy, 

He laid befoie Stanhope a string of ex- 
travagant propositions. The absolute so- 
vereignty of Sicily and Sardinia was to be 
ceded 
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eeded to Spahi. The children of the Que«i. 
were to have Parma, Placenta, and Tus- 
cany, and no manner of condition was to 
lie attached to these possessions. The Em- 
peror vas to recall the troops he was send* 
ing to Italy ; and in future not presume to 
keep up there above a certain number. 
The British fleet was to return without 
delay into its ports. 

Stanhope discerned from the complexion 
of these propositions, that the Spanish mi- 
nister was no wise inclined to accommodar- 
tioQ or peace. He therefore set out from 
Madrid, leaving behind him a note to sig- 
nify, that if the King of Spain did not 
accept the treaty of Quadruple Alliance in 
three months, the allies would declare war 
against him, and that any attempted hos< 
tility during that time, would be opptMed 
by foice of arms. 

The news of the English victory, which 
followed soon after the intelligence trans- 
mitted by Cardinal Aquaviva, must no 
doubt have damped the sanguine hopes^ 
and abated the visionary spirit of the mi- 
nister. He had it proclaimed by beat of 
3 drum 
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drum throughout Spain, that no one should 
presume to speak of the discomfiture of the 
fleet He affected at the same time airs oS 
copiposure and tranquillity. He was hean) 
to say at a subsequent period of his life, 
that the death of a friend had affected him 
more than all the vicissitudes of bis mi- 
nistiy. 

This which at one time was cried up as 
magnanimity, will appear deserving of a 
very diflferent name, when it is considered, 
that all this unconcern was for dang^s he 
never exposed himself to, and calamities 
others were coodemned to endure; 

He laboured to indispose the English 
public, against their government For 
this purpose, he wrote a variety of letters 
to Beretti Landi at the Hague, and Monte- 
leone in London, which were published 
and circulated in England, accompanied 
by one from Monteleooe himself to Se- 
cretary Craggy. 

Some parts- of .these letters seemed in- 
tended for the people of Spain, from the 
bombast into which they swelled, while 
others stated in a whiping tone» that the 
heart 
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heart of the KiQg of Spain overflowed with 
afiection for the Eqglish natioD, whose 
interests had been sacrificed, by a few in- 
dividuaU comu{Ut)g only their private flc* 
»(gns. 

Thi^ appeal from the government to t|ie 
people, , was justly complained of in a for- 
cible let^r from Secretary Cragg;s, to the 
^nish ambassador. 

Alberoni, hoveyei> not a littl^ yalue4 
l^iipjKllf 9a the style of his corresponfLenc^ 
fqsl, liad DO doMbt, th^t at die ap pi^a^inir 
meeting of thp Houfie o( Cooimom, a. 
If^ party ^rpuld appear, who >ntb fac* 
tip^B clamours would echo his representa? 
^fifiSt and second his views. This yw thf 
rfisult of a mistake; cpmmon to .most for 
rcfguers, idio haw nievei; formed a ji«it 
id^ of the cbaraoter of a BriU*h House x^ 
CoVM^ons. Sometinies they represent it 
to themwlvea, as a mete popular assembly* 
liable like all assemblies of that description 
to be carried away by the paiaons of the 
day, open to seductions of .various kinds ; 
at others, borrowiag their ootiona from 
some of our party writers, as a junto to be 
K bought, 
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bought, generally in the pay of mioistertt 
but not absolutely closed against a higher 
bdder. 

The House of Commom is felt by the 
people of England, as the most efficieat 
control upon power, and the surest guar- 
dian of their rights. Not modelled agree- 
ably to any scheme or theory, it draws 
to itself, through mysterious channels, all 
that Is considerable in rank, wealth, and 
talents in the country. Having property 
for its foundation, it is a friend to order 
and goremmeut; and government derives 
an equabld course from its support: but 
vbile it supports government, it eflectually 
controls it. How? not to the eyes of the 
vulgar by a train of litigious opposition, 
but by the solemn attitude it exhibits, 
which intercepts the birth of any proposals, 
derogatory from the honour, or r^ugnant 
to the evident interests of die nation. 

Does a question of trade arise P What 
can tempt the mercantile opulence assem- 
bled, to sacrifice or injure it ? Islanded 
property to be affected ? Behold the array 
«f landed proprietors that are to decide. 
Of 
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pf,.wl3^t, ijupqrta^e, i^i^tjbqw tbey c*me 
.tlwireil tliere ,fhe^:are., ^I.this adorned 
^40d:bea.i|ti&ed by eitoquje^c^] ' iraagii^tiofj, 
,wit, ..iiwoflmch. that .there is scarc^Jy, ^ 
Jpstancepf trafls^i^^deiit, tal;?f)^s,] that did 
^ot£nd tj^i; uray |ptp th^& assembly.; / 

When parliament njet^ which w0-\the 
-Novenabcr^ fc4l9w^pg„.tbQ whole conduct 
of ministers caine,jUnder review in }w|tb 
.houses,,, and^ was-grayply discussed with a 
.cc«^iiai;lij>lc differpnce of opiaion; Soime 
c^nijsi«re4*'^* dispositions of the Quadruple 
-Alliance.; oth^^ .r^re^pted the attack 
.upott Uie- Spaniards, wthont a previous de- 
claration of war, as a violation of the laws 
-of nations. But though opluionswete dif- 
ferent, there was nothing like factious 
.dainour, no indication of foreign influence. 
The person who led the opposition in the 
Commons was Mr. Walpole, afterwards 
.Sir Robert, whose memory has, been a 
little tarnished, by that party virulence 
which pursued bim during his life, but 
.who appears to me one of the hon^stest 
and best statesmen this country ever pro- 
.duced. Notwithstanding the authority of 
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hi^ batne, and that oFtlie tnariy ilhntndtb 
persons who conciifred With iSiri; a lirrgfe 
niajorlty in both' lioiists 8a«*hi the' Qua- 
druple AUiaiice, tfie siticere iHsh which 
animated King and inl'nisters t'6 p^esei^'fa 
the tranquillity of Europe, and were df 
opitiron, the hosHiities which followed 
*4t«'t^dered inevittWchy the conduct 
of the' Spanish minister; 

This last, despairing of creating att^ SM> 
sation in his faVoiir, either in tfit paflia- 
ment or public of England, iibaridoned 
thnsclf, without reserve, to ihe aniindiity 
the action hi the Mediterranean had ex- 
cited. . L . 

He ordered the English consols at the 
pdrts to quit the kingdom, pitrceeded to 
oiiake seizoKs of English property, and en- 
couraged the fitting out of privateers 
agitinst the English trade. 

Nothing was wanting httt a formil db- 
claratiott of war against Spain ;■ which' took 
place in Decenber. 

tnSicily,^ notwithstanding the destruc- 
tion of the fleet, the Spanish commander 
succeeded in obtaitiing the citadel of Mes- 



t, Google 



m 

flina bjg capitulatiqa. This eveat was ce- 
lebrated vith great r^oiciogs at Madrid ; 
. au^ Ajberoni affected to consider it as a 
complete ^cotnpensatioa for the viQtory of 
the English. He appeared no wise diS" 
h^rtenei^. but was continually sen^ng 
)^ge m^s, yith quantit^ies of supplies of 
pyt^yikjLnd for the ^t^pport of the war; not 
^ubtip^. ^t ^e |i|hould scM^n be gratified 
VfiXh ihpiupvti of the entire reduction of 
t^ island. ' 

After the fall «f the citadel of Messina'!, 
the Spaniards proceeded to inves): the to;wii 
-pf M«l^o. -.A large body of Imperialists 

.^'Alberoni thougbt the .Spahisb commander, mucii 
tae.tairtfym bi&.ioperBtiDtu. A note in thenewedi* 
tiooof St. Sipi^a'j works, ucrtbei to lifm veij, inhu* 
i^aii ex{)pes^oni«D th^a BubiecL He wrpte to Doq 
Joaepb Pa^Qo: — " For God's sal^e, tij to'^re alittls 
warmth to the frigid ronstituiion of yotir friaad, the 
M^ui> de L^ide! [t'ii right to spare tb^ troopa 
boneiwieVi iiut ^re u« boo^uons whflarit muft be 
cf»uii:)e):^^,.^l^«ra mu^.tobe ^ed, It fovrctem 
qiiandil --'--" 

Ontb 
l^arquti 
san^ kt 

landed 
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larirfed under the comrnaritl-'of Generaf 
Carafft, with a view 'ofobliging them to 
false the siege, but after a sharp and long 
disputed engagement, f^lcd 'Id' accom- 
plishing^ theiT purpose. ■ ' 
The Imperialists,' 'h6\vever, were receiv- 
ing constant re-inforccments. The Em- 
peror.rielivered from the Turkish war, had 
no other employment for his trotqw ; and 
whole bodies repaired to Naples'from Hun- 
gary, partly by sea, and partly by land; 
The English, maisters of the sea, transpor- 
ted them to Sicily. 

■ Since' the accession' of the Duke M 
Savoy to the Quadruple 4Hiance^^Se Em- 
peror-was regarded sovereign of this island { 
and the Duke of Monteleone, came as Vict- 
*"oy» by his appointment. , T^e British ad- 
miral, was in^ef^^iigabl^ , in transporting 
troops, .throwing in supplies. for the sup^ 
poh! of the' Imperialists, and harassing and 
anrtbyihg 'the Spaniards wheneverthey ap- 
proached the coast. . ^ . 
, Another bpdy of Imperi^l^ts, .,to t^e 
number, of fifteen tbQUsaod.v under ,Gcr 
,n^ral Mercj, landed for the leiief of Mfr 
" " ' lazyo. 
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Uzzo. The Spaniards nov gave up the 
siege, and withdrew southwards. TJie Im- 
perialists followed them, and overtook them 
at Franca-Villa. An eogagemoit took 
place. The Imperialbts were repulsed with 
the loM of five thpusand men, and Merci 
Iras' severely, wounded. 

. Notwithstanding this victory, the Spa- 
niards suffered so much from the unremit- 
ting exertions of Sir George Byng, and 
from the fresh troops which wer^ pouriog 
in , against them, that expecting no rdn- 
fbrcements. on their side, they saw them- 
selves compelled; to occupy a strong posi- 
tion in the interior, and confine themselves 
to defensive oper^ions. Already had Mes- 
sina and it» citadel fallen ipto (he hands 
of the Ifiiperialists, 

- Before the close of the year 1718, Al- 
heropi . had ffUed, in an attempt to ac- 
compjish a r^volutiou in the capital of 
$>ance. ■ . . 

His designs against the Duke of Orleans 
the regent, were of long standing. - He 
]bad dpnp what he could to snatch the n;- 
ggocy from \»va,' It was by his persua- 
sion, 
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non, the King df ^puR IkA nedtt^ffid 
prefertittg hh chiims. 

The voice of the leading pnblic Inidie* 
fit iSm nation, haviBg coioferred Hie re» 
gency oft the Duke, lie applied hhnaelf to 
encourage TtU the discontented in Ratoco, . 
and add to their numbers. He had indieed 
to complain of simnftr practices on the put 
ofibeBuVe. 

A regular corre^pondertde "was carried on 
between a faction at MidriB and the tte- 
gW(, through t!He channel of the Ftea^ 
ambassador," relieved hoivevfer by a tnuftit 
plibity'oF ijtheragehts.' 'd^outft D'AgtiilSi", 
btte(tf this 'factidn, hadgbne'soiferaS i6 
jjrbpose |dicTaridg the Elitg incapable ot 
thefarictloHs'ctf royalty, 'iclihig-the peftbft 
of the Prince of Asturiaa, «nd carryitijg on 
^e gfevefnmciit inhis'name'. iThe Regent 
ffid not ■ think 'proper to Iriid bis coUtitc- 
biinte to 'fliis design, but c^6hti*uedh» 'in- 
trigues and clandestine negociations: Sfbtnrt 
tfte'cbort'of'Madrid. '■ ' 

- Thi»yaffattacking'Alb'er6ni in hisown 
pifevi'nbe^,''ahd' ^ere the stress of his ta- 
Ttrits pMtlciflarly lay/ Nobody practised 



Digitized by GOOJ^Ie 



137 

iDore the v^hole mecbaDism of plots. Ht 
resolved to give employmrat tothe Begent 
at home. 

His animosity was not oiUjr «xcited 
against this prince, astbe aattaor of secmi 
practices and macbintttioos ' against bimi 
but he found ^is puMic {^v«ram^ta corj^ 
Btant ohstruotion telhis<den^QS. : ; 

The Quadruple AlHance ^had^been con- 
certed by «he cabinet of Parii.: 7bsunif 
table 'imnister had received snether pfOw}> 
' Cation. 'He 4iad coDCdired the notion, of 
augmentteg thefoFces of ^oain bty>ievissiia 
Vtamxi and encouragements bdd «ut JtA 
Freoohfo^>to r^ort to Um fhutlotB. Tin 
Spanish ambassador in puisoanoeof ^ ii^ 
fttmctions, l»d treated ivitb./as nfuy 
Fisaoh 'Officers aib aeetned dssirotM ^itMi^ 
taring into a ibireign serviii«k amdtWiu ,mft 
OinisfaidiDig ancl^gagetnent v&thtbe 'Cbfe 
?alier><leiFo|sid, '.luuManiiy Jm mieetiBt 
invcstigiatidnft'ODthBiuiiofiwaik; . . , 

The Eegmt learning !whati was <^oing 

forWard. cutioffthewhdlejiigDriitbfa, hy 

fflfrt^dding all the isill^ectsiaf iflhnis >t(» 

OMbr'iiittf tha Itmd lor aoval iwrrifc -of 

Spain. 
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g^in, : He at fbe same time Ordered 
all thiise whu were eng^ed there to re<: 
turn. 

i The first eKpedtent of revenge Alberont 
bd Fecourte.tOf was the same be practiaed 
without tiucces* in England. He -ebdea- 
vnured by .writings aud proclamations: to 
gain a party ;)D, the Erench Dati<»i. The 
French merehaots resident in Spain, he 
pioiniflod iiwniitiitte3,to, with a number <^ 
<tDiDplinientai.to:t-be nation in general. 
'!> Bttt:he bad Ihid traiua for Overturning at 
onee/thegoyerament of ' the Jiegent^ ^d 
ke :flaitterecl himEclf, that be had only to 
oftiiimaid,:. in. oiider. to produce, the ex^ 
pected exploitoBt <, 

' iPrtnoeCdlaTDeris, ^nish atabaaaaidw at 
9Birh, -voa neplvew to Cardinid Gi'udice, 
I^Mtelidofncentiiig the vnMg3 done his tui> 
1^6, ^hia wholffamdety andieal was txerted, 
tlii«itlie mihisten should tlaTget.tht degKt 
of blood in which.. he stood to the inan 
■gi»^aA Affosded him. . Kooving the Jia- 
f]ridiheiJbbre.;febe-.iR^9eDt, and .his wish to 
cteateHtf'inannicr«|^distufbance5;)nFrW«e, 
lie apiptiod luinaelfLto setogd hioj.lin: tbii 
.v.\i..[ri object. 
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bbject The«hite of the French kingdom 
was not a little favourable to his vie^t;. 

The conduct of the Regent fa^ united 
many dIfiFerent descriptions of men, againtt 
him. The scandalous excesies, to- which bt 
and his daughter the Duchess de Bern* 
openly abandoned themselves, and whick 
surpassed every thing, which history ny 
corded of the most depraved times, filled 
rellgioas men with horror, and disgusted 

.. * "Hiia imfbrtuMtf Princew, who died at the age of 
^Kcnty-foun in the bloom of youth and beauty, wba 
waa odpraed with all the graces that captivate, nai 
precipitated into tbete disorders by really Oieiital de* 
nngetnent, * After a ni^t passed in orgies, that create 
aatsnisbineat 'in a ' noman of - her age and a . Pnneeat^ 
dM^wmild oft«\go toa-ctiBTCBtirfCanaeUte jiona^ 
0ui ptastrating henelf od tbi^ gromid, breathe the 
most feirent sighs of derotion- The nun who at. 
tended her would exclaim, Bon Jesus I is it possiUe, 
"Madam, such scandalous thinjp shouM lie tM of you? 
Surety you arp a perfett iainh The PriaMM muU 
bvrtt 04t * Ja«|^^ aBd.ratnmtotbe Hma^xamtm 
Jtkal yuy.qigfit.: Wfiat waa this bat dciwnrij^t mad* 
pest? An ii^DToperintinuKj, was reported tosubust 
JMtween her and her fatber, Their public contempt 
'<i>f 'todralky in' all otfain' ptt1)o«lars, nattirdy ' pio- 
dnccd i«pbit«4>f Ail kind. ' ■■ ■ -'■.'■. <i " 

in 
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i» tfas fhigh«¥ d^riM,. awry leflect^ 

■ IThc grflat-bejy iof tbe people mumiiired 
Jit.tfae praifuaBVB wluch Atteadod theu«xr 
■ssiiea They bad koikccl forward to cpnr 
Mdri^te roW fr«m ^e burtl;i^? ivhicb 
tfie late reigp bad imptis^ »jpoa tj^ra ; riCr 
^f c utfaro eritii tii the expionoe bad been picor 
limed, but'ibatead of theat, ,the,xeyen|ief 
M'ikfi-iiatO'.we^ fK(t<aqdtred «n yi9fth\p9% 
iavourites, on all who assisted in the pro- 
tiiotmn of' licentious pleasure. ' Recourse 
was had to violent systems and theories 
' jm oif^^t; to remedy the disorder in the fi^ 
HMCe^j , iibe, ,wbQle fi^c^l ,gp.y.ern(p^ pjF 
Ake-cobBtrT*, was .pat into tbfrihaada :o£ a 
ftr^^a adv^ntirtet t but after a shcntpermi 
tt delusion, the exp^mentortly served to 
((gjgray^e tJiejjiibUc digress. 

geviy tUkl taU of iby ;aJa%« ^Mty ^Imut 
lhe^t!OUK, *h)cae' discontent: arsae froiA 
tothei- causes, but who aflfectcd- to ccunpbiiA 

j(»f she little' res|)ect- shown to the paxiin^ 
A^t. fc«l;jp^,gjjyi;jed, tl)^ JKiOflfr^^^^^ 
bad r^ulated the coadiic^ :iPf .t|ie: lat^ 
Kin^ 
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King. Thby .■srfere partifflBtorly *cwmpHioj# 
in cbndetnnidgi the alltlinc.6 with t^a h^iffQ 
of Hanover, the diswti«?«f the Pr«l;ea;^ 
der's intereitsi and the st^ps ka^mg to a 
rupture with Spain. : . i 
, Those :i*em joined by 4U Svhp ,wfff 
firiendB tb the parliarricntii And vishad tg 
IgWe .veig;fat to their; rembosferances.; . ■.. i 
Tte Regent waS under considerable obft- 
^ions'tn the Pirliaineet *f Pari^ for jaflr 
nuUi«|i '*ik will, :*hiGh would h*ve ieft 
him little but thename.and 8ppe«r»««^)f 
ftuthortty^ it was. ex(lected, thafeihw^jpr 
vemm^^trtHild be cbndncted with mincb 
defei-ehce. to the ^rliaments. ^Bot-.ait 
■oonei' Vas he firmly seated id pdnriv l^Mi 
tfaey \<M all marks of regard. Hisrik- 
rourltis* went fiirthBr. They affectaditi* 
treat the whote body "of the maigirtrnpj' 
Trtth the lifiost ihsultiiig cofttrahpt. ttiwai 
tiven priced to teke a measure, ! whK+ 
w<6u)d have produced what was t^Qtamouijf 
Xo -an abolition of the-parSameiits.. Itif 

■ Partioiikflf St. SimDn, autlior of tix Ikj^emotres 
f leiii d'tiQ nipiu macaque pour la robe. Duclo^ 

.f, 1 Regcait 
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Regent at onetime was mcUncd ib hv^^^ 
of the proposal. It was only, after loqg 
deliberation, he refased bii asseut to it. 
' The^e circumstances of civil disseosion 
were trivial, compared with the -spint of 
teligtotaa faction. The Bull Uoigenitus, 
as it is called, divided the ktogdonl into 
two violent parties, one supporting, M)d 
tlie other opposing it Both were 'dissatis- 
£ed with the Regent. His temper, and 
ways of thinking, would have led htm to 
perfect neutrality, or rather indifference 
ttpon the subject, but I'Abbd Dubois vho 
had his eye riveted on a cardinal's hat, 
thooght there was dq better; way of esta- 
Uishing bb interest at the court of Romci 
■tixaa supporting the Bull. His ioflueqov 
which was all-powerful with the Regent 
induced that Prince to declare himself in 
its favour; but this declaration was accom- 
panied with so little warmth and zeal, ai 
gave little pleasure to the bigots of the 
party. They turned their eyes to the King 
of Spain, where they were sure of meeting 
vith fanaticism equal to their own. 
Separate, and in some degree scattered 
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as these causn of dlscbhtetit Vere, they 
-tnlghi; nbyei' have gathered' firto a "desigrt 
againsttbe'^bvemmeiit, if there had iftot 
beena pii^dn actuated by private motives, 
and' ulidef ' thd doiiiinton crt^ fdrmUs-'pas*- 
eions, frho was at the 'pains ofomdng 
them, artd 'giving them somethhig;'like a 
plan of (rpefatiori. This was the Ducbc^i 
de Maine, of the family of Cobd^; married 
to one of' the illegitimate offii*Ting> of 
Lewis' XIV. Her character was violent 
arid ithpetuous, fall of ambition, whieh 
iad recen tly suiFered a severe mortificatioo. 
She had consented to marry the Duke, 'her 
husband, at a time wHen the fonddess of 
%is father - seemed to promts^ him the 
highest rank in the state. ' 
' Some time before his death» the deceased 
King had declared him prince of the blood, 
and rendered him capable of succeeding 
to the crown, ^f^er the rest, of the royal 
family. - By his will, he committed to his 
care the person of the young King, and 
assigned to him the command of the house- 
hold troops. When the will was annulled, 
of course these provisicins fell to the 
ground. 
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ground: Still the I>uk« de Majoe retained 
His.jdace aw?!^ the princei of the blood, 
and his ability erf succeeding to the crown. 

Things, renjained wme time, in thb state* 
vi^n the Ztegept; in the autun):|i of 1719( 
wa9 pr«vvled on to strike a detjisive bio V. 
The Duke de Maine was dqoiyed of evei;y 
{twrogfitive, which nused him above the 
other dukes and peersof Fraa«^ and reduced 
precisely to the same rank. Nothing thp« 
nmaius for noe,. exclaimed the encage^ 
puchess, casting a fierce and haughty loo1( 
at her husband,, but the disgrace pf having 
niArried you. 

The «le9ire pf ve^;eanc« »ow po«BC9se4 

)ier whole soul The splendid festiv^ 

of her palace*, whieh in former times lu4 

given 

* This Prlnciiis wu diitinguuhed by the magniff- 
cence of her entertsianieDti, and Ui« good company of 
every dncription the sfiemUvd round ber. Ske tt- 
tewd tofaeftpttnumsfl^meaofknen. FonteacUa, 
L'Abbi Cb&iilitu, Cardiital PoJigMc, neie coostft^t 
TisitoDti at bar palace. She bad recourse to flveiy ex- 
pedient to atiiet tbe progren of time. Different lortB 
of gaming kept her up tbe greatest part of tbe night 
To-tbeMOMsquet, mddntntticcxhilHtioiu, werean- 
peradded 
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given some employment to b«r restless 
spirit were suspended, aod ihe abandoned 
herself, without caption or reserve, to every 
obscure adventurer who prmnised to gra- 
tify her governing passion. 

peradded, still that cruel enemy to the enjuyments of 
iht idle rich, known to the French by the name of 
•nuui, for which our language ofTen no equivalept*, 
continued to pursue her with inqtiacable aainontyi 
When ahe went to bed, ^e had a woman to tell he^ 
storiea till she fell asleep. She afterwards had a reader 
for the Bftioe purpose. The diatractioos she wai thrown 
into by what she deemed the disgrace of her husband 
agitated her mind, a little too much however for her 
happiness. Every night she employed herself com- 
posing nanifestoea and m«moriali. BookA upon books 
were heaped upon her bed. Fatigued at length «ha 
Kent to sleep. Her situation is thus emphatically de- 
scribed. She seemed as if deprived of life, or rather 
oppressed by a lethargic ilurober which was Interrupted 
only by violent convulsioi^r— Mem. de Staal.. v. 9, 
p. 26. 

* A cierer womut in ParJi, fenune d'E^rit, expnued ber . 
tnrprize to a friend of mine, tlwt wc Aould hvie af word to.ex- 
pr«N>tbiDB which pt«raiU w much imoof Qi. But thi) wu a 
miitake. Trance ii the nktive country of enDoi. It ii the cm- 
nptfiowthof utiSctal reinemeut iDMciMy. An Rngliihw 
EU bear to be quieL A FteQchmaa&DciecMinujr eanuit u be 
cill* it, the moment he ii not in a state of buitle and fermenU- 
tlM. ■-...> 

£ Know- 
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Knowing the animosity of the Jesuitst 
and their whole cabal to the Regent, and 
informed that many of them corresponded 
with the King of Spain's confessor, she 
immediately set on foot a connection with 
a Pfere Toumemine, who was pointed out 
to her as having a large share in this cor- 
respondence. Pfere Toumemine intro- 
duced to her acquaintance a Baron Walef, 
a sort of minute retailer of literary trifles, 
who was known for scribbling bad verses, 
and carrying up and down copies of them. 
This Baron contrived to get a few Louis- 
d*ors from her, and disappeared. 

Cellamare had been looking round for 
persons disposed to engage in a plot.- To 
this effect he had practised a variety of 
arts. Though too old to feel any passion 
for women; yet thinking an appearance of 
gallantry necessary in a. court like that of 
the Regent, without which he must remain 
strangtrr to many who might assist him in 
hi^ views; he had declared himself a fol- 
lower of Beauty. It was not this indeed 
which led to his connection with the Du- 
chess de Maine, who had no pretensions 
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on the score of beauty. She is described 
as positively ugty ; and ^twog the variety' 
of her pursuits, none of the amorous kind 
are mentioned. It was her eagerhess to 
disturb the government of the Regent 
whicji induced her, after the flight of the 
mendicant Baron, to have recourse to Cel- 
kmete. She hired a small house in the 
neighbourhood of Paris, where she used- 
to repair at nights, and hold conferenoes' 
with him. Something in the nature of a 
plot, was soon agreed upon between thctn : 
but originating in violent juissions on one 
side, and the desire of gratifying a preci- 
pitate headlong minister on the other, 
it bore few marks of plan o^ deliberation. 
It was generally directed to seizing upon the 
person of the Regent, and transferring the 
authority to the King of Spain : bttt im> 
thing was arranged as to the means of sub' 
duing resistance; no provision was made 
for obtaining a public force. 

The Regent was served by a number of 

spies ; so that he had early infoi^ation of 

the movements of the Duchess ; but these 

only led to the knowledge of some combi- 

1. a ' nation 
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nation between her and the Spanish am- 
bassador ; a more particular account of this 
combtnatioQ was obtained by a curious 
incident. 

Cellaoiare, before he set fire to the 
ipiDes, (to use his own figurative phraseo- 
logy) deemed it necessary to send a num- 
ber of papers relating to the scheme, to 
Alberoni at Madrid. In the state of vigi- 
lance and suspicion observable about the 
court of the Aegent, it was imprudent to 
«itru8t them to an ordinary courier, who 
would certainly be stopped ; but the jour- 
ney 9f L'Abb6 Portocarrero, nephew of the 
Cardinal of that name, and Monteleone, 
son of the ambassador in London, appeared 
a good opportunity of transmitting them 
without danger. These young gentlemen 
had spent some months at Paris in a so- 
ciety of pleasure, and had agreed to return 
together to. their native country. 

It happened that, the night before they 

were to set out, one of the secretaries* of 

Cella- 

• VoltMre, for the sole purpose o£ representing a 

poor Abb6 at n brothel, convetrs this secretory into 

L'AbW 
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Cellamare had an appointment at the house 
of a celebrated procuress, of the name of 
-X^ Filton. Coming late to his appointment, 
he excused himself by saying he had been 
detained writing letters which were to be 
forwarded by the travellers. The girl re- 
peated this to La Fillon, who lost no time 
in informing her friend and customer, 
L'Abb6 Dubois. The travellers were stop- 
ped at Poitiers, and all their papers seized. 
Of. these papers, two were immediately 
published, by the Regent, in order to jus- 
tify the measures he judged it proper to 
take against the person of the ambassador. 
They were letters from OUamare to Albe- 
roni, containing observations on the plan 
of the conspiracy, and referring to other 
papers which accompanied them. The 
»ty\e is quite burlesque. In one part, he 

L'Abbe Portocanerb lunist^ir ; and adds, that tbe pa- 
pers were taken out of his pocket is one of those mo- 
□leuls. wben no one has his wits about bim. No 
other account of this transsctioii, of tbe many thftt hiive 
ftppeafed, mentions any unt but tint secretary. Vol- 
taire, it n'eVidf^bt, groa&ly talaitied lihtory, with a 
view merely "to a pabry jest. 

speaks 
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speaks of trains of gunpowder, of Mowing 
up the government of the Regent, and 
kindling a conflagration in the whole king- 
dom. In another, comes this pious sen- 
tence : " If it shall please the Divine 
Mercy to appease the present jealousies 
and discontents," &c. When Cellamare 
heard of the seizure of his papers, he had 
the assurance to go and demand that ^ej 
should be delivered up to him. For an- 
«wer, Dubois and another minister Le 
Blanc, accompanied him in a carriage, and 
proceeded to examine his house. During 
tliis ceremony, Cellamare affected great 
composure, and indulged himself in satt- 
Tical sallies. Dubois and Le Blanc, In 
the course of their examination, came to a 
particular box. Le Blanc was going to 
open it. " You have nothing to do with 
that," said Cellamare, " it contains letters 
from women : leave it to Dubois, wlio has 
been a pimp all his life." 

After this, he was conducted' to the 
castle of Blois ; to remain there till it was 
known the French ambassador in Spain, 
St. Aignan, had reached France. 

Alberoni 
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Alberoni hatt ordered him to qviit Ma- 
drid in twenty-four hours; but scarcely 
had he issued the Order, vhen.he received 
dispatches fi*om Cellaoiare. He jira^ i^cMf 
desirous of securing the person of St. 
AJgoao, as an hostage for his own agent. 
But St. Aignan, .^ware of the v^lue of 
time, in the very precarious intercourse , of 
tlie two courts, had no sooner received' the 
order from the Minister, than he hurried 
day and night to the Pyrenees. !Here .h^ 
hired saddle horses for himseif and ; his 
wife, and Jefl two of his servant in his 
carriage, to personate himself and her. 
The servants acted their parts well ; ma4e 
a good deal of noise at the violence of- 
fered them; and were reconducted, to 
Paropeluna for th«r master and mistress*- 
Alberoni was enraged at the stralagem 
which had been practised upon him, add 
punished his subalterns who had allowed 
themselves to be deceived. 

On his return to Spain, Cellamsre was 
appointed Viceroy of Navarre ; »'hich was 
considered an approbation of what Jie had 
done. 

Tlie 
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The detection of the conapiracy was not 
followed by any severity on the part of 
the Regent. With all bis faults,- this 
Prince had the virtue of clemency : — if 
what seems to have been in a great mea- 
sure the effect of levity and carelessness, 
shall be thought deserving of the name of 
clemency. 

He looked on the world as on a stage : 
—provided the actors performed well their 
parts, fn whatever characters they ap- 
peared, whether in comedy or tragedy, 
he was amused, and applauded, without re- 
flecting how seriously he himself might 
have to pay for his entertainment*. 

The Duke and Duchess of Maine under- 
went confinement for a few months. The 
Cardinal 'Polignac was banished to the 
country. Some few imprisonments took 
place : and thus ended the conspiracy of 
Cetlamare. 

To it was attached, as a sort of under- 
plot, a scheme in which the Duke, after- 
wards Marechal of Richelieu, made a 6- 
gure. 
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This young fellow, perfectly run mad 
with vanity at his success in love-aflairs,' 
with some foolish women of distinction, 
took it into his head that nothing was 
wanting to complete his character, bu* 
tome action which should make a noise 
in the political world. The part of a 
state- criminal, he thought very shining, 
and determined to assume it. Trusting, 
no doubt, to the known good-nature a^id 
easy temper of the Regent, he ventured 
to write immediately to Alberoni,' offering 
to deliver up fiayopne where his regiment 
was quartered.- The discovery of this ab- 
surd correspondeace terniinating in a fri- 
volous young man, only made the Regent 
laugb. The Duke however was sent to 
the Bastille, more as it should seem, to 
carry on the jest, than with any serious ' 
intention of punishment. He was ailoweil 
every sort of convenience and amusement; 
his valet-de-chambre attended htm ; he had 
his 6ddle and his dice-box ; but what 
pleased him most was the winding-up of 
the comedy, — he was set free by love. 

All 
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All the Regent's daughters were true to 
the gay, unrestrained. cluiacter oi the fa- 
mily. The blood that danced in their 
veins, the confusion of pleasure and licen- 
tiousness which surrounded them, the ex- 
ample of their father and his associates, 
hanished from their heads and hearts every 
thing like prudence or discretion. One 
of them, Mademoiselle deValoia, conceived 
a passion for the Duke de Richelieu. He 
was not a man to make a secret of his 
victory ; it reached the ears of the Re- 
gent. Whatever she might do when she 
was a wife, that was the business of her 
husband. It was therefore resolved to 
marry her. An Italian Prince was pro- 
cured for her : and she was to set oiit for 
Italy; she would not however commence 
her journey, till the Duke, the object of 
her tenderness, was released from his con- 
finement. 

Happy times were these for France, when 
plots , and conspiracies were matters for 
laughter. Yet while every thing seemed 
to smile around ; while the cursory glance 

3 dis- ■ 
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discovered nothing but joy, and gaiety and 
disport ; -the causes ,of blood aod havoo 
were lurking among the decorations of the 
festive scene ! A concealed Fury with a 
dagger in her hand, stood watching near 
the bowl of Pleasure. It cannot be too 
strongly inculcated upon princes and na- 
tions, morals, the charities of private lif^ ~ 
are what hold together the edifice of so- 
ciety. No one did more to destroy these, 
through the course of a long life, than thti 
Duke de Richelieu, who has been men- 
tiuned. 

He was the foremost of that profli- 
gate band, who conspired to rob the in- 
tercourse of the sexes, of all those senti- 
ments and decencies, which, in the ab- 
sence of the stricter virtues,- half supplied 
their place ; — fidelity, secrecy, honour, 
chivalrous refinement, purifying and chas- 
tising the passions, they did not wholly 
restrain. He and his imitators were the 
founders of that school of gross sensuality, 
in which perished all the better feelings; 
the heart was hardened, the flower of ju- 
venile 
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venile fency withered, beauty iospired no 
delicacy or elegknce of thought*. 

While these projects were advancing to- 
wards an explosion in France, at the very 
same 

• An anecdote will show tlie character of Richelieu. 
While he was ambassador nt Vienna, he and som* 
ot(ier young men lived, what is called a life of gaiety 
and pleasure. Oue of those roauntebanka who sub- 
sist on the follies of maiAind, penuaded them that 
le could conjure up the devil, and by his means gra- 
tify then in all tlieir wishes. The key of the hearts 
oF Princes was what Richelieu wished for. The hearts 
of women, the vain coxcomb was sure of tbose. The 
cbnjuration was to be performed in it storie-quarry at 
some distance from the city. Night was chosen as 
the proper time for the ceremony. Some labourer 
coming to their work in the morning, heard the cries 
and groans of a dying nian, and going up to see wliut 
was the matter, beheld a poor felfow in a whimsical 
dress, weltering iu bis blood, and the young berooa 
standing over him with their drawn swords. It seems 
the conjurer had spent the whole night to no purpose 
in attempting to bring up the devil. The disappointed 
parly, stung with a sense of their credulity and folly, 
in the bilterness of mortified vanity, foil upon the' 
wretch, and added a base and cowardly murder to the 
eilly adventures of the night. Doclos, v. ii. p. jrg. 

It 
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same time, negociations were going for- 
ward for supplandng the reigning family 
in England. 

Charles XII. of Sweden, on his return 
from Turkey, found his enemies bad taken 
advantage of his absence/ to despoil his 
^crown of the Duchies of Bremen and Ver- 
d'en : and these had come by purchase into 
the hands of George the First. 

The Czar Peter too, conceived he had 
causes of complaint against the same 
Prince. 

A Baron Gortz, one of those restless ad- 
venturers, of whom these times were re- 
markably fruitful, who had been intro- 
duced to Charles, during his residence ia 
Turkey, and had accompanied him on fais 
return to Swedes, formed a plan of peace 
between the two rival monarchs of the 
North ; who were then to turn their united 
arms against England. 



It is difficult to cooceive a more itnking uuion oC 
wicke<jne!|s t^nd folly. Yet this was the mao vrhom 
Voltaire deligbled to celebrate ; whom the fair ca- 
ressed, the young imitated; whose example was the 
iiuhion of his lime ! 

In 



D,j,i,i.aL, Google 



158 

Ip prosecution of- this design, he tra- 
velled to the Hague ; and thence corre- 
sponded with Count Gyllenbui^;h, Swedish - 
ambassador in London, and by his means, 
with the priocipal Jacobites in England. 

The raachinatitms of Gortz were disco- 
vered. The Regent of France obtained in> 
tdligence of them through the spies he bad 
in all parts of Europe. He infonned the 
court of London. Gyllenburgh was ar- 
rested. The same happened to Gortz at 
the Hague, at the instance of the King of 
England. 

Alberoni had entered warmly into tho 
scheme of the confederacy. He had com- 
municated with Charley and the Czar: aud 
the stipulations to be performed by the se- 
veral cootractiog parties had been sketched. 
— Spain was to supply money ; the Czar 
vas to furnish ships for the transport of 
ten thousand Swedes into England, who 
were to replace the Pretender on the 
throne; the King of Sweden in person, 
was to head this expedition"; at the same 
time, an army of eighty thousand Russians 
and Swedes, was to march into Germany. 
These 
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TlieM projects, which the Spanish ministet 
eutertained with his usual sanguine disp<H 
sition, were overthrown at once by the 
death' of the King of Sweden, who wh 
killed at the siege of Frederickstat, in th« 
middle of December 1718. 

But new projects succeeded. Indeed 
there was no end of them ; one hegot 
another, till at last be became engaged to 
change the whole system of Europe. 

The King of Spain was only nominally 
the sovereign. He had sunk into a degree 
of lethargy, which bereft him of all hia 
faculties. This was made manifest to the 
whole world whenever he appeared in pub* 
lie* The person who wished to engage 
his attention, approached him. The King 
seemed to listen, but returned no answer ; 
nor did any thing indicate the least pet'* 
ception in his mind, of what had been said 
to him ; not a feature in his countenance 
was observed to change. 

The whole power rested between the 

Queen and the minister. She governetl 

the king absolutely by his appetites ; and 

the visions of ambition, with which Af 

fed 
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fcd h«r miod, gave him an unlimited as- 
cendant over her. 

Intoxicated by his elevation, he displayed 
the utmost haughtiness in his whole de- 
fiicanour. The most distinguished noble- 
men, he treated with airs of superiority. 
On the least contradiction, be would 
break out into the most indecent trans- 
ports of passion. He wished to have it 
thought, that in his single person centered 
the whole administration of government. 
Insisting that afikirs 'could not be carried 
on without inviolable secrecy, he kq»t 
them entirely to himself, not even disclos- 
ing them to the Queen. On no occasion 
did he take any one's advice. He directed 
all the foreign dispatches, every publio 
communication to be addressed imme* 
diately to himself. He gave notice at the 
same time, that whoever deviated in the 
feast degree from his orders, should pay 
for his disobedience with his head. 

With so much power, and such over- 
fearing presumption, it might have been 
expected he would do a great deal; and 
Spain had need of the most consummate 
■ -■ talents 
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talents, and eolightened exertions, to tx-: 
tricate herself out of the state of embar- 
rassment and peril he had brought upon 
her. England had already declared war 
against her,, and in January 1719, a mant-i 
festo to the same effect appeared on the 
part of Frknge: so that she had now to 
combat a union of the most powerful states 
in £uri^>e. 

But Albetoni, instead of assuming the ' 
attitude of a great \rar minister, confined 
himself to the e:<pedients of a petty io- 
triguer. He was busy in stirring up plots 
and insurrections ; be published addreises 
and manifestoes ; .he attempted some tri-< 
fling and ill-coticerted diversions. He is 
said eveb to have instigated persons to the 
assasiiaation of the Regent. 

This i9 not the yay in which war be- 
tween mighty nations, in eithet pushed for- 
ward or repelled. 

The truly great statesman, who is called 
upon to handle this tremendous scourge^ 
will evince his abilities, by the firm »nd 
elastic arm with which he brandishei it,. 
Tb? fin^ th« gre«t ftep ^ conquer, i$ to 
H astonish, 
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astonish, if possible overpower, the imagi- 
nations of men. Convinced of this truth, 
the man whom I am describing, will ad- 
mit nothing little or paltry into his plans. 
He will never think of teasing his adver- 
sary into defeat A few but great blows, 
shining results, though confined to one or 
two quarters, will be his objects. When 
his combinations appear in action, they 
shall break forth with the noise and effect 
- of thunder. 
- Such was not the conduct of Alberoni. 
A set of pilferers and robbers wandered 
-about France, pretfsnding to be employed 
in the sale of contraband salt. Hiey.were 
joined by many of >the idle dissolute p»- 
santry, and their numbers increased to near 
thirty thousand, . Tliey were observed par- 
ticularly in the neighbourhood of Paris and 
Amiens, and throughout the whc^- pro- 
vince of Picardy. They confined- them- 
selves at iirst to partial and obscure depre- 
dations ; ' but encouraged by impunity, 
they at length, became formidable enough 
to attract the notice of government This 
WW Just .an oecasioir^o tempt a genius' 
-■ - '- like 
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like that Of Alberdd. He eifpected nrigbty 
effects, if he could excite these banditti tp 
vhat he might call rebellion. He accor- 
dingly dispatched emissaries among them 
for that pu^se. It was done:— some re- 
giments were sent to disperse them ; they 
resisted; lives were lost on both sides. 
But his hopes 6f a powerful divefubn 
against the Regent, vanished by the inflic- 
tion of capital punishment on some of the 
riogleadera, and an edict for disarming 
the peasantry in a few districts. 
■ In the mean time, while the minister 
was amusing himself with this petty n'ego- 
ciation, the whole frontier of Spain to- 
wards France, was in a great measure de- 
fenceless. Scarcely were fifteen thousand 
men assembled, who were slowly advan- 
cing towards Navarre. 

Whatever army remained in Spain after 
the embarkation for Sicily, must have been 
scattered at a distance. No considerable 
bodies of. troops were stationed in places of 
th& utmost importance, and most exposed 
to an invading enemy ; and this was the 
more extraordinary, as the whole whiter 
H t had 



'Diriitizedty Google 



ISA 

had been employed by France, for a cam- 
paign in the springy. The Regent ap- 
pointed Marechal, Duke of Berwick, to 
the commaod. 

The Marech^l had strved in ^ain, and 
his son was married and settled there. He 
himself, wasgrandeeof the first class, and 
.Duke of Uria. He had likewise received 
from Philip, in reward for his services, the 
order of tite Golden Fleece. 

With these ciroumstances to connect 
him with Spain, many persons blamed hfm 
for'aicepting telecommand, but he thoiight 
that as an iOiBcer engaged in the Oeiich 
H)r\«£e» 1^, had. no choice but to obey. 
Uf, however, .dofaned it becotcnog to send 
the KiAg af <Sp«itt the ensigns of his order. 
The. King, by the pcrsuasoh of his mi- 
nister, who was intent.upoa gi'atifying the 
.$'t«n^ officers aibd French troops, refused 
toiicoept tbem. Hie Marechal wrote to 
hk Ban, wboliad a cootitoMidin tbeSpa«ish 
army, not to fail derig kis ^doty. 

The French took the ield in April 1719. 
1)iey pasMd the rhrr Bid^soa, which di- 
vide, tke Cwio-Hingdoms. 

: . Col. 
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Col. Stanhope, who had left Madrid on 
the breaking out of the war with England; 
was serving as a' volunteer in the French 
army. He prevailed upon Marechal Ber- 
wick to direct his march along the coast^ 
and push on to Puerto de Passages. 

This port, situated between Fontarabia 
and St. Sebastian, is fnmied by the 'ad- 
vancing of the sea through a narrow inlet, 
which spreads itself after It has eacape4 
from this streight, into a small oval basitn. 
Here were deposited naval stores to a large 
amount. Six ships of the line were upon 
the stocks, the whole valued at half a 
niillion sterling, which was either burnt or 
transported to France. Alberoni who h^d 
taken ao precaution against this loss, w4io 
had established no means for impeding the 
further progress of the invaders, seems to 
liave thouglit that kingdon^s were defended, 
^ot by poHrerftjl armi^, commanded by 
skilful officorSf baf; by papers and maaifea- 
toes. There was no army to cf>pose the 
French, but there was an address to the 
soldiers, exhorting them not to obey their 
officers and government. 

Addresses 
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Addresses of this kind cui uever have 
the effect of corrupting soldiers, when a 
governtnent is tolenbly stable. In the or- 
dinary march of governments, the army i» 
as a great piece of mechanism*, where the 
parts. 

* I hope, I shall not be understood by any expre^ 
sion in this passage, to (kvour tlie system which pro* 
clumfl an army in all respects a piece of mechauUm, 
and soldtCTB mere- machines. A more stupid doc- 
trine never was propagated, and it has had the eRect, 
Ibat some of the most undisputed blockheads have 
set up for .great generals, on the sole m^rit of a^usting 
a coat or a cravat, or at most of directing the accurate 
performance of a few evolutions. It is the intuitive 
gifuice of genius, which sees the means of forming b 
mUitary force, and giving it the determination most 
conwnieat to its purposes. For this, all the ^rinp 
which actuate and govern the animal, man, must be 
touched. It is necessary to produce the greatest 
strength and earnestness possible, both in his mind 
and body. To make him able and wiUing, is the poinL 
Accordingly, late French writers speak with much 
good sense of 1e moral tc le physique d'une arm6ei 
Mo skilful general will disregard any circumstance, 
vbich operates upon either of these parts of human 
natuie. The sound of trumpets has struck a panic into 
an army. The direction of the wind may decide the 
fate of a battle. Of still more importance, ofcuursCi 
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parts are so (tispoaed as to foUow iristah- 
taoeously each othera' motions, receiving 
the first impulse and direction from above. 
Appearances, no. doubt, witl be difierent, 
where a long series of causes has been at 
work to undermine a government ; where a 
government - has reached that period of 
general debility, which immediately pre- 
'c^des its fall. ' 

The next enterprize of: the French was 
ilae skge of Footarabia. 

Phil^, notwithstanding all the drcam- 
ktances to which he bad subjected himself, 
calculated to spread gloom and dismay 
over his mind, derived froiuthc' cohetitu*- 
tton of his frame, from bis blood aed 
serves, a good deal of personal courage. 

are great taoTal causes. The spirit of a p^pl«, tbelt 
attachment to their Bovereign, their opinion of their 
ministers and generals, their feelings as to what they 
»re contending for, &C. To this view of the subject, 
must likewise be referred the superiority of tm^ - 
who have seen war, and dai^r to recruits ' and v» 
practised volunteers, though tbeae Jast, if duly qa^wer- 
iiig to their name, aVe, of all raw troops, mQst likely to 
tiecome soon good poldifrs.* 

He 
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He was impatient to appear at the head of 
his troops, cherishing -the hope he bad 
been encouraged* to «atcrtainf that irlien 
he was seen, the French 'Saldiers would he 
di^Kised to go ova to him, or at least 
would be shaken in their fidelity to his 
enemy, the Duke of Orleans! 

Alberoni, for some reason or other, did 
not encourage this martial ardour. Philip 
imputed to him the delays, which pre- 
vented'him from joining hii army ^ill after 
Foatarabta had surrendered. He seemed 
10 miich displeased, that it was evident he 
tiiOught of delivering himsblf of his mi- 
bisteK 

The minister's connseU produced no- 
thing but losses and discomfitures. 

Another place where naval stores were 
collected, Santogna, was attacked by the 
French, acting in conjunction with a Brir 
tish squadron, and the naval stores de- 
stroyed. "ITie town of St Sebastian was 
taken ; and by the end of August, the 
Xing of Spain was dispossessed of the 
whole 
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IWboIe prtnri&ce of Guipuscoic Bert^tcfc 
went to carry op the war on the side of 
Catalonia. 

'- It wa3 the fate of Alberoni to be cob- 
staotly planning expeditions, and to fail 
in all his enterprises. 
• The Pope, not a little incommoded by 
the reaid«Hce of the Pretender at Rome* 
which was vwy expensive to htm, in order 
to get rid of hit troublesome guest, had 
about.the4)eginning of this year prcq>05ed 
to the enterpriziog Cardinal, to make tut 
of him in some attempt upon £n^nd. 
The Cardinal agreed and wished to aee Im* 
mediate^ sotne person, whom the Pre* 
tender should depute. Tlie Duke of Of^ 
nxHid went- orer to Spain in this capaeity, 
and had - friquent conferences with the 
minister. The Pretender followed soon 
ai^er. He arrived about the middle of 
Hatch. Aifleetsall^ from Cadiz, baring 
on board 'four thousand men, and arras , 
for twenty thousand. It was to take i^ 
the ' Doke ' of Onnond at Corunna. in 
dolling Cape Finisterre, it enoountered a 
violent storm, which dispersed the greater 
part 
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part of it on tbe coRSts of Portugal and 
Gallicia. 

Two frigates escaped, and landed the 
Earls Marischal and Seafortfa, the Marquis 
of Tullibardtae, and tliree huocb^ Spa- 
niards with field pieces, in the north of 
Scotland. This iuconsiderable force- waa 
900Q subdued by General Wightman. The 
Spaniards surrendered themselves prisoners. 
The rebel lords effected their flight to one 
of the western isles, from which they pror 
cured shipping for the continent. 
. AU the allies of England had disposed 
themselves to succour the reigning family 
on this occAsioD. Two thousand men were 
landed from Holland, and six battalions of 
][mperialists from the Austrian Netherlands. 
The Regent made a proffer to George L 
of twenty battalions for his service. 
. TJie Duke of Ormond sailed, with what 
he could collect of the shattered remains of 
the Cadiz fleet, and appeared off the coast 
(rf^^Bfitanny. Tlie intrigues of the Duchess 
dfi Maine had reached this province. The 
inhabitants had been prepared for insurrec- 
tion by emissaries from Spain. The design 
was 
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*as formed. They were to receive the 
Spanish troops, march to Paris, and over- 
turn the government. The Duke of Or- 
mond however did not land, but after re- 
maining a short time off the coast, set sail 
^^in for Spain. .Some gentlemen were 
)>eheaded, convicted of having been conr 
liected with the design that has been men* 
tioned. Others were obliged to fly their 
country. 

An expedKioQ commanded by lordCoh- 
ham, succeeded in destroying the reoraioa 
of the Spanish navy at Vigo. 

To complete the motttficatioQ of Albe* 
roni, the States-General were at length 
prevailed i^on to accede to the Quadruple 
Alliance. 

TheiEmperor thought be had discovered 
a plan < laid against bis life. Monsignojt 
Cini, an aulic counsellor, was arrested at 
Turin, and conducted prisoner to the cbs- 
tle of Milan. A Count Nimsech, and an 
Abh^ Tedeschi were taken up. The latter 
underwent the torture. 
- There was no disturbance or commotion 
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in Europe, which was not set to the ad- 
count of Alberoni. The sovereigos com- 
liined against Spaio, declared his dismis^r 
uon an indispensable preliminary to peace. 
The most inveterate was the Regent, and 
he had reason to be to. Alberoni had at- 
tacked him in a - variety c^ publications, 
affecting not to call hira the Regent, bat 
ttw person who asuimed the name. 

TIk progress of the French arms made 
fliilip tremble for his capital. Liberal 
tenna of pacification were offered to him, 
if he would sacrifice the obnoxious nu- 
nstcr. He had been already indisposed 
tovsrda him, hearing the scandal of his 
private life — the mistresses he kept;— bat 
had he been successful, he might have shut 
Ilia eyes to thoise oflfences. He was. not so, 
and a variety of circumstances co-opcra>4 
ted to his fall 

HehadrenderedbimseifeKtienMiyoifioua 
to the people of Spain, who had been 
taught to. believe, he intended to assume 
the title of Cardinal Farnes^ and claim re- 
latiouship to the Queen. 

I The 
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The clergy suspected him of a design to 
abridge their power aod influence, iod 
overturn the InquisitioB. 

Certain it is, Perh D'Aubenton the con- 
iWssor, was one of the 6r8t to abandon faibi. 
Perhaps he was. led to consider his fal\ a* 
Hievitable, and had no mind to cliag to 
him in adversity. 

Different accounts are given of the modo 
that was taken to ruin him in the good 
graces of the Queen. As long as he was 
secure there, he might d^end oft the sub- 
jection of Phihp. 

Among the few person^ who approacheA 
•litr, was a womSn of the nanje of Laun, 
Piscatori, who had been her nurse. She 
had fbllowed her from Parma, and was at 
this time her asta feta, a bead waiting 
woman. . 

I^ura was coarse but shrewd, and fuU of 
cunning. Alberoni had not been wantmg 
in appearances of attention to her, hut m- 
cretiy hated and feared hat. Thu she had 
the sagacity to perceive, and hated hint 
in retiini. 

She wanted therefore little inducement 



by Google 



•174 
to boiome aa instrument in his overthrov. 
I.'Abb6 Dubois, '■ faoivever, the more effec- 
tually to secure her, conveyed a sum of 
HioiKy into her pockets. She was in the 
liabit of talking with the Queen, and took 
an opportunity of introducing the Cardinal 
into conversation. It was not difficult to 
persuade, that so unfortunate a minister 
ought to be discarded. 
' According to other accounts, the blow 
came from the court of Parma. 
• The Dtikesawith uneasiness, the flames 
of war kindling on all sides, and his own' 
dominions in tlie midst of the conflagration. 
AU the- dan^rs which threatened him, he 
imputed to the teiAerity' of the Spanish mi- 
nister, and he felt, besides, considerable re- 
sentment, in beholding one of the meanest 
of his former subjects, raised to a height in 
vhich he no longer felt himself under the 
necessity of endeavouring to . preserve hb 
favour. 

The Earl of Peterborough happened to be 

at this time, in- Paris. This nobleman was 

very much in the habit of wandering over 

Europe, in quest ofsome adventure He was 

tor- 
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tormented ia a sovereign degree, with the 
passibn of being talked of. The Regent 
thought him a proper person to be em- 
ployed on this occasion. He opened to 
him his vishes. The Earl was delighted 
with the commission, and immediately set 
out for Italy. He had an interview at 
Novi, with a person &om the Duke of 
Parma, and the whole business was settled. 
The Klarquis Scoti was dispatched to Ma- 
drid. Alberoni suspecting his errand^ did 
all he cottl4 to exclude him from an au- 
dience. This however was not possible, 
with a peifion coming on. a special mission 
from the Queen's uncle and fathec-in^w. 

On the 5th of Decemb^, i^ilip took 
his departure from Madrid, and went to 
the palace of Pardo. He left an order 
under his hand, for Alberoni to quit Spaia 
immediately. , 

Alberoni woujd have wished to have seen 
the King, not doubting but liis feebk^ 
wavering mind^ would not be able to .tup*- 
j>ort in a personal con^renc^ th^ nsoLun 
tion he had been prevailed upon, to adopt 
But hisenemjes were too wary, nqt.to pro* 
vide 
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vide for thii circumiUnce. At their sug* 
gestioD, the order for his d^arture was 
aceompanied with a strict injunctiod, not 
again to come into thepreaence of King or 
Queen. 

He vras obliged to set out. It is said, 
he carried away with him the will of 
Charles II. which called Philip to the 
crown of Spain. An officer was sent after 
hioi, who executed his commission with 
insolence and contumely. ' 

He pursued his journey through Arragon 
and Cataldnia : on his way he was attacked 
byi the' Miquelets.' Putting himself with 
muefc spirit at the head of his servants, 
he «licceeded in dispersing the robbers. 

He obtained a passport from the Regent 
to' go through France to Italy. He met a 
person irtK>m that prince commisaioaed te 
wait upon him, and under pretence of 
showing him every civility in his power, 
soTprixe what secrets he could from him: 
Alberoni saw his object, and frankly told 
him what he saw. Nevertheless he spok^ 
wi|h great' freedom, described the King 
aad^ Qu«ii of Spain,— the former as an 
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ttxorious bigot, the latter, as possessed 
with a perfect fury. 

It waK reported, . that he commanicated 
an offer to the Regent, to disclose all the 
state aecrets tJiat had been entrusted to 
faun, particularly the names of all the per- 
sons concerned in the conspiracy of CeUa- 
mue. It was added, the proposal was re- 
ceived with contempt. 

His effects were strictly searched at the 
custom-bouse of Narboime> and no pioney- 
or jewels fbund among them. 

At Antibes, be embarked onboard a 
Genoese galley, for Sestri di Levafite^ 

The Pc^e prevailed upon the senate i^ 
Genoa to have him arrested. He washbw- 
ever soon liberated, as nothing appeaved to 
hit charge, which in the qiinion of tlie 
Genoese government justified his' ' deten* 
tion. He now took refuge in. the Imperial 
fiefs of Lombardy, where he ceinained coo- 
cealedi frequently changing the place of 
his residence, in the disguise of a layman^ 
accompanied by a shigle servant. 

Clement XL. dying in 172 1; he was in- 
vited to the condave for the election. of 
his successor. 

N Ia 
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In this GOiK^ave,. be had biirisdC maay 
votes for the papacy. 

: The Bofie elected, IniiodeDl; 'KIH, «et 
hiim . tuw yeass aften perfectly ak his ease, 
bj deckring Inm absolved' of aUaccuaa* 
tmap. ... 

Hej had ctffbliriied bis rcsideDoe at 
Rome, and live^ witth, niucb el^auce' aad 
splendour. ^ ] „ :. . . 

.Fenons cammcbtihg on this sleg^ce 
aod splendour, observed ihat ra I'tnocb 
money had not passed: through bit handt^ 
vithcut uDBsideraUe benefit to b&msdf ; 
yet the upraise of difflntereitedetfss has heed 
given >. to him,: b^r irriters vowjsb partial 
ta\Ut<niealory. He had UtsvaUy aolhing 
•a wlttQg out in Ufcv yet at auhaequent 
periiids, 'he dqrived. wealth fiom setudes he 
mighA acfcaotvllB%e; 

The itiiHiey and jewela he vas said ta 
hp«tt earned' outof.Spai% did not appear 
OD the examio.Mton at I^asboDDc^ as bas 
bocaiselated. 

While he resided at R^diei he eorre* 
spondcd Buth some ,o£ the most disUn- 
guiflbed persons ia Rareft both litiraiiy 
and political 

VoU 
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Voltaite, in hU life, of Charks -f IT. 
f^d bim a number of oomplimeuts. He 
vmte the historian a Jetter of thanks, 
which was answered in that style of stu- 
(Ued flattery, Venture ^ever failed to offer 
iq> to the great :-r-The obsequious writer 
wishes to kc bim Pope. 

He was occasionally consulted -in mat- 
ters relating to the Spanish monarchy, and 
the interests of the Catholic religion. 

He often saw the Pretender, and more 
than once was useful in composing dif- 
f^ences which brokeout in his family ; not 
always, however, to the satisfaction of 
the Pretender himself, who, in some of 
his letters^ heavily complained of his con- 
duct. 

The ^es of the public followed bim in 
hi» retirement, and plant of stirring and 
eomprehensive ambition, were supposed 
working in his thoughts. It could not be 
believed, tl^at so active a mind was en- 
tirely asleep. 

The story of the rioie was, that he sftnt 
a MV. Bernier, whom he had fbntieriy 
known, when in theseryice of the Duke 
. .: N 2 ■ ' ■ de 
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dc Vehdome, to examine the cities and 
strong places in Turkey. Mr. Bemier, it 
vas said, was three yt3.n executing thi& 
commission, in the disguise of a Turk. 

A publication appeared, detailing a 
scheme, pretended ta have been form^ 
by the Cardinal, for reducing the Turkish 
cmpiri 'to the obedience of the Christian 
Princes, and dividing it among the con- 
querors*. 

About 

* Tliis publication appcaKd in London under the fol- 
lowing title : " CsrdiDttl Alberoni's (cheine, |i>r reducing 
^e Turkish Empire to the obedience of CbriBtian Prin- 
ces; and « partition of the conquests; together nith a 
■cb«Di9 of a perpetual Diet, for eslabUshing the pubfic 
tranquillity ; translated from an authenlic copy in the 
hradi of the Prince de In Torella, the Sicilian ambas- 
■ador, at the court ef France^" The tteadi of this 
scheme ar^ that at a congress to be held at Ratisboo, 
an alliance shall be entered into among all Christian 
potentates, for the end above-mentioned. At Ihti 
congress,' the qootas to befiirn^sfaed by each of the 
allies in men, money, or ships shall bd fixed.'. -The 
EiKperftr and Gezqiw C!>pt']B are to raise a hundred 
tiipusanr) ^en. Th« ^mpr^sf of Russia to act against 
ttw Tartars. with a hundred thousand more. Another 
army of one hundred and twenty' thduuntl to ba 
' '" twsed 



Digitized by Google 



181 

About the year 1740, he wa» ^pointe4 
Vice-Legate of Romagoa. Ravenna be- 
came the place of his residency and he 

tilted by France, Spain^ and the other power) of 
Europe, 

A fleet of a hundred ships of the line, with a pro- 
portionable number of frigates, to be supplied bj the 
maritime states. The number of Htnty sbipi of the 
line, and ten frigates is aiugned tO' Bngland. The 
maritime states are likewise to fit out tquadrons for 
blockading Al^r, Tunis, and Tripoli ; which are af- 
terwards to be put into their bands. Some notions 
are offered upon the mode in which the war is to be car- 
rted OD. The Turks conquered, the Duke o( Hol- 
Bteia, Gottorp, is to he declared Emperor of Constanti- 
nople. TbeTurkishdominionsin ABiaaBdAfi^.with 
the province of Romania in Europe, to form this new 
eastern empire. The Catholic, to be the established 
reli^on. Then are allotted to the different powers their 
portions of the spoil. 

To this was annexed a pi^posal for a penqanent 
Diet, composed of deputies from all Cbnitendom, to 
hold iu sittings at Ratisbon, to which all disputes 
^at should arise among Christian states were to be 
referred. The majority to decide. The state refusing 
to submit to the decision, to he proceeded ^Inst by 
the Diet.' 

I hare given the above account of this publication, 
«s it is scarce. It is to be seen in the King's library. 

had 
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had tbe ploifittK of seeing himself the first 
min iti'a ttfvn, which had witnessed his 
«ry obscure beginnings. 

While in this situation, he conceived 
the burlesque ambjtion of overturning the 
little republic of St. Marino ; and exerted 
in this ridiculous enterprize, the restless 
SjurU . which had once disturbed Kurope. ■ 

R8v«nna however was indebted to htn^ 
for sdrte nseful works. 

Tht overflowing of the rivers which de- 
scend from the Apennine, and which had 
intindated' the surrounding country,, jind 
threatened destruction to the city itself. 
he eomlucted into handsome and well-Con- 
trived canals, which at once cartifcd off 
thq superfluity of waters, and Opened a 
communication between Ravenna and the 
sea. . . : L ■ - ■ 

The last years of his life ho passed in 
his native city of Placentia. 

He erected a seminary at St Lazaro, 
close to the ramparts of the town. 

In the campaign of 1746, between the 

confederate powers of France and Spain on 

one side, and the Austriana on the other, 

the 
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th« flf^iet boming topreacbCe ofcaelk«dMt 
ifi.Uw B^ighbourhood of PlacietitiB, hebitcl 
tbe .niortific^ioa M see hU seniurj^; 
which bad bcion t^eif ptMscssioit of ^by t^ 
Austrius^ demolislfe4. .Ity.tbi} SftiSeiy of 
the allies. He was Ql}%ed to takie refuge 
in thetoWM. ' . ' ; 

: This wag bo atiftiteaed by. tbe n«igb< 
bourhood of the hottite* ^ti^ies that he 
could not.procufe any; but the itteaacst.'^c- 
pomroodatiom. Hewaa obliged to hwk 
bis ov|i pot with some, greelL woodb jutC 
cut from & tree that gtew. behind his boiwft 
Tbe furniturie i^ his ipanmeat <ioDusted 
of a bed, a table, and four ohEiin. 

The Spanish soldiers ^ke cif him with 
the greatest lespect iad admiration, its.of a 
mu^ who had laboured fox thc.gl(M7 of 
their monarchy, and been sacrificed to t&e'^ 
eAvy of foreigners. 
His conversation retained to tbe hat, an 
' uaoonunon portion of gaiety, and vivac'ity. 
He spoke Italian, French, and Sponi^ 
with equal facility, passing from one lan- 
guage to the other, according to tbe per- 
idnft ht conreraed with. The political 
transactions 
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tramactiotu of the tiine, were tbcordinftiy 
subjects of his conversation, and he would 
illustrate and enliven his remarks with anec- 
dotes 'of his own. life. He frequently 
quoted Tacitus, and his quohitioiis were 
always in the wigin^ 

He died at Placentia, June fl6, J752. 

The greater part of his wealth descended 
to a n^hew, Abb^ Alberoni. 

Alberopi was low' in stature, inctlned to 
be corpulent. The expression of his face, 
was upon the whole ignoble. Yet there 
was agreat deal of vivacity in his eye. 

The historian who has ^ven the tKst 
account he has been able to collect, of his 
various and eventful life, may be now called 
upon to'pronounce judgement on tbe whole 
of his character, as a statesman and poli- 
tician ; to decide whether he deserved the 
name of great man, which at obe period 
was generally applied to him, or that of a 
turbulent adventurer, which he hassince 
more frequently obtained. 

Voltairci in his own inconsistency upon 

this subject, has given an image of the 

public opinion. In his Life of Charles XII, 

published 
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publishod daring the Ufe of AUTCroni, and 
irfatle the Cardinal, though not in prases^ 
Bion of poTcr, was in the eojoyment of 
riches and btMiours, he speaks of him as a 
great and commanding genius. In his 
History of Ltvm XV, one of his last his- 
torical productions, he mentions him with 
derision and contempt. 
. The name of great man has been given, 
with little or no regard to the moral ten- 
dency of any scheme of conduct Whea 
tre hear of a g^eat man, it never occurs to 
us, to enquire whether his fellow-creatures 
were benefited by his life and actions^ 
The expression denotes a certain strength 
and .vigour of mind, without attentipa 
to the salutary or pernicious nature of 
the purposes, for whioh they were ex- 
erted. Indeed, as projects of ruin and 
destruction require more of boldness, of 
courage, of those qualities which dazzle 
the multitude; if we look over the Jist of 
great men, we shall find few, whose steps 
have not been marked by desolation and 
blood. The humble artizan, the suber mer- 
chant, the peaceable industrious citizen of 
6 any 
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inj dcscri^Uoltt hu no teatod to thank 
HcKTcn for the ^peamnce of a ^re4t tbaht 
in his or aay ndghbouring coDntjy. It is 
no objection to the title, that thousahds 
perished by hn ambiUon ; that the fiuita 
of induatfy vera laid waste in whole kiag^ 
dbms; that his schemes occasioned thft 
overthrow of flourishing combionvealtbij 
the dispersioo and ruin of innumerable 
familieiH the misay of nations > 

It inay safely b« affirmed^ that a sacce^ 
•ion of great men, would cbnvert the 
vorM into a wilderness; reduce hurows 
nature to a savage state ; and leave ^ 
Bcattered inhabitants of a desolated globe, 
BO weapons of heroism, but rude clubs 
and stones; no trophies to snatch froiA 
each other, but the skins of wild beasts 
with which they covered their nakedness; 
no conquests to make, but the caverns of 
their rocks, and the acorns of their native 
oaks ! 

It is not therefore much to the purpose^ 

to enquire whether the projects of Albe^ 

roni would. In the event of success, have 

produced any benefit to the ooantry he 

governed, 
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governed, or the couottics affected by hit 
measures ? Any reflections to thb effect, 
must be deoned collateral to the point in 
question. 

Considering only what intellectual 
strength and vigour he may be supposed 
to have exerted, there is no doubt but th'e 
number and variety of his projects, with 
the industry he displayed while they were 
in agitation, indicate a mind above the 
common level, impatient of tame repose^ 
kindling with the imagination of great ob- 
jects, ambitious of astonishing mankind. 
But the astonishment which converts it- 
self into admiration and applause, is not 
simply created by ambition, however da- 
ring ; there must be success, «ad here for- 
tune claims a large share in the honours 
of a g^at man. 

When we survey the history of the 
world, we do not find effects st all conre> 
spond to any causes we can trace in hu- 
man skill and ability, or any circum- 
stances resulting from the exertions of 
man : sb that every year witnesses the 
overthrow of some theory which appeared 
unanswer< 
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unansVerable till refuted fay facts. Few 
men, however extended their kuowledge, 
however various their reading and expe- 
rience, win venture, from a view of any 
given combination of circumstances, to 
predict what event they will produce ; and 
when they venture, seldom will their pre- 
diction be verified. These causes which 
are lost to our ignorance, we express by 
the obscunv mysterious word /er/«ne; and 
our sentiments of- admiration or censure; 
our emotion or indifference, for the most 
part depend on this unknown presiding 
power. 

Alberoni therefore, as an unsuccessful 
projector, cannot descend with much glory 
Ut posterity : it is sutBcient be was unsuc- 
cessful; we need ask no further. 

If, however, his ill success could not 
-have been predicted, the causes appear to 
-our imaginations at least, in the state of 
things, in which his projects were formed. 
We see him undertaking, with an ex- 
' hausted treasury, a languid dispirited peo- 
ple, and a military force comparatively in- 
considerable, to change the face of Eu- 
rope, 
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rope, iti oppositioQ to the greatest povT^ra 
united to thw'art and counteract his views. 

The reader may have gathered from fhe 
picture I have exhibited of the Spanish' 
monarchy, and the othei* great nrieoibers of 
the European commonwealth at that pe- 
riod, that, in every point of view, his pro- 
jects wore the most unpromising aspect. 

Many of the errors in his warlike entiir- 
prizes as they struck me, haVe been ndtied 
in the progress of the narrative. Almost 
every thing appears to have been faulty, 
both in the conception and detail of the 
execution. As a negociator too, his im- 
prudence and precipitancy are cdnspicuoiis^ 
We should not forget, however, how very 
different might have been our conclusions, 
had success attended his designs. 

The same historian who hazards these 
strictures, might have been employed ia 
tracing the connection between the effects 
he accomplished, and the very happy com- 
bination of circumstances in which he con- 
ceived his projects, and the consummate 
skill and address with which he conducted 
them.. Such is the valwe-of human ftrae •■ 
■ It 
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tt hat been premiced, tliat the gt>od of 
evil of his measures wat, a question dif- 
&nqt from that wliicb it vas pr<^9cd to 
illsquss. With rofereuce however to this 
question, it would be iojustice to with- 
hold a to(nCt which has been offered by 
those who have treated his memorj with 
the least severity, ttiat bis projects, how- 
ever wild and chimerical, bad by their 
boldness, and a pertain ur of grandeur 
which accompanied them, the merit of 
awsJteniog the Spanuh nation oat of tlie 
lethargy into wbich.it had sunk^ and 
though unsuccessful in their immediate 
olyects, might have exeitod a^ spirit calcu- 
lated to produce great effects. 



THE END- 



tvGooj^le 
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THE DUKE OF RIPPERDA. 



"William, Baron and Duke of Rip- 
perda, was born the 7th of March 1680*, 
in the province of GroningeD, one of the 
seven provinces which composed the fe- 
deral republic of Holland. 

His family was of antient nobility. The 
name of Ripperda appears amoifg the sig- 
natures to the treaty of Munster, as that of 
one of the Dutch plenipotentiaries. 

* I bave taken tbis date of the birth of Rtpperda 
from the Spanish author, biit it does not agree with 
what I'Abbc Montgon saya, that at the period of 
the conclusioD of the treaty of Vienna iu the year 

172), he was more than sixty. 

B His 
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His immediate ancestors bad persevered 
in the profession of the Catholic religion, 
though a branch of the family had gone 
over to the .PrtJtestant. He received his 
education in the college of Jesuits at Co- 
Jogne. 

Early in life he married a rich heiress of 
the {^evince df Holland-. Seeing himsfelf 
in possession of great wealth, he aspired to 
the hoopurs and public situations of his 
country. To qualify himself for these, he 
renounced the religion in which he bad 
fo^en brought up. 

- He was Colonel in the service of the 
States, during the war of the succession. 
He employed the leisure of his hillitary 
profession, in becoming acquainted with 
several languages. He could speak with 
fluency French, Spanish, and tatin. He 
"applied hrmself at the same time to the 
study of trade and manufactures. Towards 
the eiid of tlie war, he was elected De- 
piiity for his province to the States-Ce- 
heral. 

He was ambitious of being employed 

abroad in a diplomatic capacity ; and for 

this 
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this jmrpose vas forward in dUplajing the 
accomplishments which might reoominciul 
him. 

During; the cougre«8 of Utrecht, he 
sought the acquaintance of the sever^ 
foreign ministers, and busily mixed in the 
political circles which gathered round that 
celebrated assembly. 

The peace of Utrecht put an end to the 
long war which had ravaged Europe, but 
left many points of litigation among the 
contending powers yet unsettled. Com- 
mercial arrangements of importance re- 
mained to be a^usted between Spain and 
the Dutch republic. To accomplish this, 
was a mission requiring some skill and ad- 
dress. Ripperda eagerly solicited it» and 
was in consequence J4>pointed. 

He set out for Spain in May 171S, leav- 
ing behind him his wife and a son imd 
daughter. She died in 1717, just as she 
was preparing to join him. 
: He brought with him on his arrival at 
Madrid, only the character and title of 
«nvoy extraordinary, but he received the 
B 2 year 
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year following his credentials, as ambassa- 
dor from the States. 

A treaty of commerce was, at this time, 
in a train of negociation between England 
and Spain. Ripperda lent his assistance in 
forwarding it, and received the commen- 
dations of the English ministry. 

Philip V. had recently espoused Eliza- 
beth of Parma. The office of prime mi- 
nister had been given to Cardinal Giudice; 
but the real power resided in the Queen, 
and her creature Abb6 Albcroni, envoy of 
Parma. 

The court of Spain exhibited a scene 
extremely tempting to the views of Rip- 
perda. enhance and caprice reigned with 
absolute dominion. 

The adventurers' who succeeded, kindled 
hope in all those who h^d yet to make 
good their advancement. Here then as in 
faer chosen temple ■ he resolved to devote 
himself to the worship of Fortune. 

He possessed many of those superficial 

endowments, which da^le the great as 

' veil as the little vulgar. He discouraed 

with 
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vith mucb fluency and rapidity on all sub- 
jects, and nothing seemed difficult to his 
lively inoagination. He succeeded in .per- 
suading many of the principal persons 
about, the courts that he would be an ac- 
quisition to the Spanish monarchy. . Those 
who had a taste for conversions, were 
gained by the hopes he held out to them, 
of returning to the Catholic faith. 

Giudice soon gave way to the man, 
whom he had been allowed to rq>res£nt, 
and Alberoni became prime minista- in ap- 
pearanqe, as he already was in effect 

Ripperda was made sensible of the 
change, by the check which was imposed 
upon his enterprizes. The mockery of de- 
votion could not blind the wily Parmesan. 
He appeared a rival adventurer, pursuing 
the same ol^ects of power and wealth. The 
two potiticians maintained a show of good- 
will; but Ripperda did not failto cabal 
against the minister. He was the meanest 
in the crowd of his daily worshippers,- but 
he had secret interviews with the k;ng and 
Queen, censured his measures, insinuated 
that he himself would be able to contrive 
much 
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much more advantageout pUns, and with 
the conmTance at least of IKAubenttHa, 
the conftssor, if not absolutely in coiiont 
with him, laboured for his overthrov. 

His interviews with the King and 
Queen, gave him a thorough insight 
into their characters ; and be resolved no 
longer to delay the change of country he 
had meditated. 

He had continued all this time ambas- 
sador of the States, and in this quality was 
instructed by his masters, to present A 
memorial against the embargo laid on the 
Dutch shipping, a little before the expe- 
dition for the conquest of Sardinia. It 
wfts in the beginning of March 171 S, he 
set out fi^m Madrid on his return to Hol- 
land, where he pr(^>03ed resigning his em- 
pkiyment, and then transferring himself 
vith his femily to Spain. This he did with 
all expedition. The States declared them- 
selves satisfied with his conduct in their 
service. He might have looked to other 
and more distinguished situations in his 
counti-y. But all his thoughts were turned 
to the execution of his scheme. 

Having 
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: .H»vjiig $?ttl(i(j his private affairs, he 
^t4tr9ed to Madrid 'm June of tfae same; 
ytax, tftkJQg his children along with him. 

He itnmediateiy fulfilled thp expecta- 
ttuu of the. CaUiolic zealots, by again 
changing his religion. The ceiemony was 
perforraed at the palace of St. Itdephonso, 
in the presence of the prince of A«turias, 
and several of the erandees of Spain. A 
devout sermon was preached -oin the occa- 
sbn« and OMicluded t^ a laboured pa- 
negyrick on the new convert. 

Just at the time of his arrival, the expe- 
dition which ai^wards appeared intended 
against Sicily, was on the point of sail- 
ing. 

As well to be busy about sometjuog, and 
di^lay faiti genius in politicd <planB and 
speculations, as out of the secret desire 
wfluch possessed him of stq>i>lanting Albe- 
roni ; he drew up a report for the perusal 
of the King, in which he endeavoured to 
shew, that the best employment for the 
troops which were assembled, would be to 
make a descent in some part of Scotland 
or Ireland, and carrying from thence the 
war 
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war into the heart of the British d(Hnt- 
nions, replace the Pretender oa the throne. 

He sedulously cultivated every meant of 
adva:pcing himself. 

Knowing the influence of the pious cabal 
in the oxirt of such a prince as Philip, as 
well aa the singular zeal and activity they 
exerted both in their frieodships and enmi- 
ties, lie spared no pains to secure their 
good word ; putting on the appearance of 
singular religious fervour, expressing the 
utmost contrition for his past errors, and 
declaring he could never be sufficiently 
' grateful to God, who had opened his eyes 
to the truth. 

But his morality did not keep pace with 
his religion ; for, at the same time, he 
applied to the English envoy for fourteen 
thousand pdstoles, in the name of Cardinal 
Alberoni, vfinch the Cardinal never heard 
of. 

He sought all the avenues to the Queen's 
favour, procuring recommendations to her 
from her mother the Duchess of Parma, 
and availing himself of the good offices of 
the envoy from that court. 

Tp 
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To extend and increase the opinion he 
had already established of the extent of 
his knowledge and capacity, his pen was 
indefatigable at the same time, in drawing 
up schemes and projects for the improver 
inent of the Spanish commerce and marioe. 
Alberoni could not but be aware to what 
all this industry tended. - Hoping hov- 
evcr perhaps to engt^e him in his interest, 
or at least give a different direction to the 
activity of his mind, he employed hira to 
get over workmen from Holland, for the 
purpose of establishing a cloth-manufac- 
tory, of which , he was to have the super<- 
inteadency; and granted him a pension 
41) d estatg. 

Ripperda, by means of some friends^ 
procured fifty n>ast?r^workmen, who landed 
at St. Ander, and were thence conducted 
to a^place called Azeea, where the estar 
blishment w^ first laid, fiut, it being ob- 
served that this situation was unhealthy, 
jll-suppUed with provisions, and not pos- 
sessing those conveniences of wood and 
ivater, which were necessary to carry on 
(he manufacture, the establishment was 
transferred 
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transferred to Guadalaxara; wb^re it re- 
mains to this day. 

This establislunent, the »iM OutBMimmt 
of Ripperda's interference in the aifiiirs of 
the Spanish monarchy, vas, according te 
hit plan, to be on a very large scale, .and 
to accomplish a very important object. U 
vas intended to supply not only the home- 
market, but the whole of Spanish America; 
so that Spain would become freed from 
the sort of tribute she now pays foreign 
nations, particularly the English*. It was 
to employ at home the whole oi the wool 
she produces. He calculated this raigtit 
be done, by means of a thousand looms 
he proposed setting at work in his manu- 
factory. 

Itie efiects be liad in contemphition, 
}iave not been produced. Spain is still in- 
debted to other countries for the greater 
part of the cloth she consumes, and i(x 

' At one time, Oxh Spaojarda paid the Eoglish two 
millions sterling for woollens. The eale of EngliBfa 
cloths in Spain, has, I am ioformed, considerably 
, -fellen off of late years. Tlie Spaniards, howeter, use , 
a variety of oth«r nooUens imported from Cn^nd. 
what 
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what is ttsed in Tier colonies. However, 
a good deal is fabricated at Guadalaxara. 
TTie works arc entirely at the expence of 
the King, and on his account. But 
though he possesses the monopoly of 
home-made cloth, he is, at the end " of 
every year, a considerable loser. There 
is not, in the first place, that vigilance 
and economy, which a private person la- 
bouring for himself, and at his own risk, 
would be able to introduce. la the next 
. place, in order to maintain any thing like 
a competition, with what is imported from 
abroad*, the King must sell his cloth at a 
reduced price. These two circumstances 
account for the loss regulaily incurred, 
notwithstanding the cheapness of the wool, 
and that there is no deficiency in liands 
to be employed, or in any of the natand 
productions and circumstances requisite 
to the prosperity of the manufactory. 

Still this establishment is of the greatest 
use to the country. It has spread an air 

* The Spaoish cloth is inferior to tUe foreign, chiefly 
in the ilyt and cleumest of surface. 

of 
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of industry and cheerful busy popuTation 
all around. It affords employment to 
twenty-four thousand persons in the town 
and the neighbouring districts. A late 
French traveller says, not a single beggar 
is to be seen among all the inhabitants*. 

Ripperda, however, was not diverted, by 
this commission of establishing a manu- 
factory, from pursuing his intrigues against 
the minister ; neither was he softened by 
the grant of the pension and estate : so 
that the minister, a little before the loss of 
his power, was provoked to recall all these 
favours. Ripperda was, at the same tun^ 
deprived of his superiatendency, his pen- 
sioDt and estate. 

His hostilities were, no doubt, animated 
with the greater vehemence and zeal from 
the fear which must have hung over him, 
of being delected in the money he had 
secreted. 

He hadsoon the pleasure of peeing driven 
from his situation, the person whom hf 
might now regard as his declared enemy, 

t BouTgoiDg, ubl«au de I'Espagac Afoderqe. 

and 
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and whose enquiries might lead to his hu- 
miliation and punishment The only fruit, 
however, he immediately derived from his 
fall, was to have his apprehensions quieted, 
and to regain what had been taken away 
from him. 

An interval of some years elapsed before 
he emprged from the obscurity of private 
life. His principal employment during 
this time, was in forwarding the establish- 
ment at Guadalaxara:— not that he had 
abandoned his ambitious views. Some op- 
portunities occurred, of cultivating the fa- 
vour of the Queen, which he did not lose 
sight of. 

. In 1721, he quitted his state of widow- 
hood, and married a noble Castilian lady ; 
by whom he had two sons. 
, The beginning of 1724, witnessed a 
singular revolution in the court of Ma- 
drid. , ■ . 

King Philip, sinking under the malady 
of mind and body which had long op- 
pressed him, felt his religious scruples every 
day acquire new power over him. P^re 
D'Aubenton, whose strong decisive man- 
ner 
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tier had given him great relief, was dead. 
He had been succeeded by another Jesuit, 
Father Bermudez, who did aot possess the 
same facility in solving his doubts and per- 
plexities : so that the King could not bfi 
dissuaded from executing the design he had 
formed, of resigning his crown to his son. 
It may be imagined, how disagreeable this 
design was to the Queen. 

The Prince who would be called upon to 
wear the crown, was the sow of the former 
marriage; so that she was exposed to re- 
ceive the treatment often bestowed on a 
step-mother. As long as she was supported 
by Phre D'Aubenton, she had been able to 
divert the scheme of abdication : but, de- 
prived of the assistance of his authority,- 
she was obliged to pot on the appearance 
of consent. 

The King and she retired to the palace 
of St. Ildephonso, fourteen or fifteen 
leagues to the north of Madrid ; where he 
amused himself in planting extensive gar- 
dens, and building and adorning a church. 
She took care to have coBveyed to the 
place of her rrtreat, all the money she 
could 
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could by any means amass. A considerably 
sum was mentioned at the time, no less than 
four hundred thousand ducats. 

Ripperda, convinced from the character 
of the new King, that the real power would 
continue to reside with her, and that she 
would seize the first opportunity of resuming 
her rank in the state, looked upon her still 
as the person who might raise him to the 
elevation he aspired to. ' He contrived to 
open a correspondence with her ; and she was 
so far influenced by his suggestions, as to 
send large sums and her jewels to Parma. 

What he foresaw, happened. The young 
King Lewis died a few months after he had 
been proclaimed; and Philip, though not 
without some scruples, and opposition from 
his conscience, yielding to the strong bent 
of his inclinations, returned to the exercise 
of an authority of which he had bitterly felt 
the suspension. 

Lewis had not been wanting in deference 
and submission to his father. He consulted 
him on every occasion; and the father'? 
answers were the rule of his government. 
The Queen, and .her adviser the Marquis de 
Grimaldi, 
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GrimaMi, dictated these answers, and sh& 
might consider herself as reigning. Yet to 
be deprived of the pomp and ceremonial of 
royalty, was extremely irksome to her. It 
was equally so to Philip. — Minds trained 
up in the manner theirs had heen, could 
find no occupation in solitude and retircr 
ment. Ripperda had introduced himself to 
the Queen; she had the power of rewarding 
the assiduities he had paid her, when not 
actually seated on the throne ; and he might 
entertain well-founded hopes of conciliating 
her favour. He had no rivals to encounter. 
Alberoni was gone ; DlAubenton, w^iose in- 
fluence might have been exerted in coun- 
teracting his views, was in his grave ; Ber- 
mudez would neither be willing nor able to 
give him any opposition. 

After the departure of Alberoni, Philip 
had acceded to the Quadruple Alliance, and 
peace was restored to Spain. The Spaniards 
evacuated Sicily and Sardinia. The for- 
mer, according to the stipulations of the 
"treaty, was given to the Emperor; and the 
latter, to the Duke of Savoy. 

fiut the scheme of the Quadruple Al- 
liance 
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]iaiice did not answer the purpose, which 
the poivers who with so much deltberatiou 
and difficulty framed it, had expected ; 
points of dispute still subsisted, paiticu- 
larly between the Emperor and King of 
Spain. 

Though by the express terras of the 
Quadruple Alliance, to which the Empe- 
lor appeared an original party, he catego- 
rically renounced the title of King of 
Spain ; yet, on some pretence or other, be 
continued to assume it after the treaty bad 
been bompleted by the accession of all the 
powers that were intended to be included. 
There was no settlement respecting the 
affairs of Italy. 

As early as 1721, a general congress had 
been convened at Cambray, to carry into 
execution the purposes of the Quadruple 
Alliance: but in the end, nothing was 
done. Four years closed, which were con- 
sumed in dinners and parties of pleasure 
aarong the Plenipotentiaries assembled, or 
in discussing and settling trifling points of 
oeremonial. 

In the mean tim^ the Queen of Spain 
c was 
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vais torpKDted with the most vehement 
impatience to procure a settlement for her 
son Don Carlos. A number of difficulties 
had arisen respecting the succession of 
Parma, Placentia, and Tuscany, which the 
Quadruple Alliance gave to her children. 
She was extremely anxious to have these 
ditBcultiesreniuved; and she tliought the 
best method of doing this, was to open a 
negociation immediately with the Em- 
peror. Ad alliance with the court of 
Vienna, tempted her in another point of 
view. She cherished a hope of marrying her 
$00. to the eldest Archduchess. Thoughts 
of such au alliance had been entertained in 
another quarter : and the motives which 
had prompted those thoughts, produced 
more than common zeal to carry them intik 
effect. 

There was a knot of reverend politiciaos 
•at Rome^ whose time was whimsically di- 
vided between heaven and earth,' — ^betwwn 
pious contemplation and worldly intrigue 

Cardinal Alberoni took a distinguished 

part in the deliberations of this mysterious 

circle. Political schemes and projects 

were 
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wf re his natural element ; and he resorted 
to thein as the best mode of filliog up hti 
time. There was a brother Cardinal not 
behiiid'hand with him, either in eagerness 
of speculation, or gravity and importance 
of decision; Cardiaal Cienfuegos by name, 
faPher Alonzo Cienfuegos, a Jesuit,, wag a 
native of Spain. He had pubished a tnost 
profound treatise on the Trinity, which 
placed hijn in the highest rank of theo- 
logians.' He however occasionally suS' 
pended his theologicid studies, to think of 
the affairs of this world. He had been a 
zealous partisan of the-house of Austria in 
his native country ; which procured him a 
Cardinal's hat, and the employment .of 
Imperial resident at Rome. 

These congeiua) spirits, discoursing on 
the stat^ of the world, agreed in lamenting 
the fatten fortunes of the Pretender, and 
in the merit of re-establishiog him; by 
which, three kingdoms would be gained 
over to the orthodox faith. But how was 
this to be done ? how was the Catholic re- 
ligion to make head against its enemies, 
at a time when Protestant states were com- 
c S bioing, 
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bioiog, and many Catholic princes ap- 
peared extremely lukewarm in the cause; 
or rather inclined to the heretics? These 
were the questions which they asked them- 
selves. The appearances of combination 
to which the brother Cardinals referred, 
arose from a transaction which happ^ed ift 
the city of Thorn, , in the month of July 
J724. 

At a procession celebrated by the Ca- 
tholics of the town, a riot broke out be- 
tween them and the Protestants. The lat- 
ter insulted some images the others held 
in great reverence, and committed. other 
outrages. The Catholics carried their com- 
plaints to the Polish diet, Jiidgej were 
deputed to inflict severe puniahment Set 
the afl^ront they had received. . The pro- 
ceedings were carried on with all tbe.-spirit 
of famiticism. Magistrates and grave /e- 
spectable citizens suffered on the scaffold, . 
. The Protestants all over Europe were 
£Itcd, with indignation and alarm. Ouce 
tlie. sw!ord of religious persecutioQ was 
drawn, ^od blood began to flow, where 
wouldit. stop ? Some of the Catholic princes 
of 
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of .Germany betrayed dispositions'hostile 
to their Protestant subjects. The Protes- 
tajit presses teemed with publications, cal- 
ling aloud for vengeance. The King of 
ffHssia, and other princes of the same per- 
suasion, appeared disposed to espouse tire 
Protestant cause. 

Alberoni and Cienfuegos, struck by these 
appearances, and taking notice of the in- 
clination of the French ministry to cultivate 
unity with England*, came to this result, 
that nothing wouUi more materially serve 

* St, Simon is exasperated at this inclinalion. He 
Accuses Dubois, from wttoin he Bupposes it to liave 
originated, with having been bribed by the English 
court. It continued during the administration of the 
Duke of Bourbon by the same menus; his mistress, 
Madame de Prie, who bad an absolute ascendant over 
bim, having been bribed likewise, tie does not say 
Cardinal Fleuri was bribed, but he was subjugated by 
Walpole, tl>e English ambassador. Jt is impossible to 
investigate the validity of the cbarge agaiust the two 
former ; but from whatever causes this long peace pro- 
eeeded, it promoted the happiness of mankind, and 
could not have been injuriuus.to France, unlets itb« 
DJ^Dtained, that the inierests of France are iacom* 
patible with the trani^uillity uf the world, 

the 
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the interests of the Catholic religion, than 
establishing a close alliance and connec' 
tion between the Emperor and King of 
Spain. A sort of treaty was concluded 
between them, Alberoni representing Spain, 
and Cienfiiegos the Emperor. The scheme 
was immediately transmitted to Madrid, 
and the pious cabal instructed zealously 
to forward it 

The scheme happened to coincide, as it 
has been observed, with the hopes and 
views of the Queen. It was therefore 
adopted without much hesitation. 

Ever since the correspondence com- 
menced between Ripperda and the Queen, 
during tlie short period of her retreat, he 
was much in her good graces. He had 
been attentive to all the little means of 
confimiing her favourable disposition. Hd 
had continued paying assiduous court ta 
the Jesuits, and their devout followers. 
The Jesuits looked upon him with pride 
and cKultation, as brought over to the 
true faith by the force of iheir arguments; 
He was their religious child, the plant of 
their rearing. He was befriended by their 
2 partisans^ 
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partisaus, and was singled out as the most 
proper person to be sent to tlie court yf 
Vienna, Those who recoui mended hii^ 
spoke of his skill in languages, tnd his lu^ 
quaintance with prince Eugene, whicli he 
Jiad fprpwd during the war of the succes- 
sion. 

How far his liead. wa* in that state of 
calmness antl composure which quali6ed 
him for a negociator, the reader will judge 
by ti>e project he delivered in before he 
left.Spain. He proposed that one hundred 
thousand infantry, . and thirty tjiousand 
horse, should be immediately raised, and 
a hundred ships of the line be equipped, 
without very clearly explaining how or for 
what purpose; only he gave to understam^ 
the regulations he would introduce intotlie 
trade with the colonies, would produce 
great treasures. An annual saving, of at 
least ten millions of crowns, would iitiine<- 
diately accrue. 

This proposal however was thought tf) 
denote a great statesman. He was pro- 
mised the place of head minister, imttrar 
diately on his return. 

He 
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He set out for Vienoa in October 1734, 
aod arrived there the month folloving. 
He resided in the suburbs, under the name 
of Count Pfaffenberg. He- eluded the vi- 
gilance of all the foreign ministers, during 
most of the time he preserred this incog- 
nito. It was only in the February after 
his arrival, that St. Saphorin, envoy from 
the King of Crteat Britain, learned ftom 
Petcum, minister of the Duke of Holstiein, 
that a Dutchman, the description orvhose 
person answered to that of Ripperda, held 
long and secret conferences with Count 
Zinzerdorf by night. 

He however could flatter himself with 
Very little success, in these multiplied cbii- 
lercrices. ITie Emperor's ministers, who 
saw no great advantage in an alliance with 
Spun, unless Spain yielded in every pointy 
and who were encouraged by the eagerness 
of Ripperda, would not listen to any 
treaty, in which he was not prepared td 
make every sacrifice. 

' Ripperda might have returned without 
accomplishing any thing, when, very sea- 
sonably, orders came to him, to Conclude 
the 
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the treaty on any terms. Philip' and" his , 
Queen had jost received froril France a Se- 
vere mortification, and what they deemed 
an inexpiable affront. In the bitt^ness of 
their vexation, they thought they ctmM 
not make, sufficient -haste to unite thehi- 
aelves to- the Emperor. The circumstances 
were these: — 

The conclusion of peace between the 
King of' Spain and the Regent Duke of 
Orleans, bad been followed by a double 
alliance between the two branches of the 
Bourbon feortily. 

' D(Hi Carlos was affianced to Made^oi- 
sfelle Beaufolois, fourth daughter of the 
Duke ; and an Infanta of Spain, only four 
years old, passed into France as the future 
Spouse of the young King. As long as 
the Regent lived, this arrangement re- 
mained undisturbed. But no sooner was 
he dead, than it was proposed to set it 
aside. The Duke of Bourbon who suc- 
ceeded him in the direction of affairs, 
dreading to see the family of Orleans, whose 
resentment he had incurred, ascend the 
throne, was impatient to give the- young 
King 
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King, a^ «tife enable of bearing cbildreo. 
In the midst of t^est tboughts, be was 
thrown into the greatest alarms by an ill- 
neu which befel this prince, and which 
appeared for some time to threaten his life. 
He lost no time after his recovery in send- 
ing home the ^nfanta, to make rioom for 
a queen of a riper age. 
. Ripperda, with the latitude allowed him, 
brought at length his negociation to a 
cbse. Three treaties were produced. Two 
were immediately made public, the othte 
not till some months after. The one known 
by tlie name of the treaty of Vienna, vas 
accompanied by a treaty of commerce. 
The political aiTangements were, for the 
most part, the same as those of the Qua^ 
drupic Alliance. The Emperor's ministers 
however contrived to introduce an article, 
wliich guaranteed the succession of bis he- 
reditary dominions to his daughters, on 
failure of male issue. 

It was in the commercial part of the 
siegociation, that tlie greatest advantages 
were extorted from Spain, as the price of 
any treaty whatever. 

•The. 
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- The Emperor, desirous of introducii^ 
the benefits of trade into his dominiotiak' 
had erected two trading cotnpanies, one at 
Trieste, and the other at Ostend. 

The letters patent estabhshing the Os- 
tend company, are of the yea^ 1722. They 
permitted the company to carry on com' 
merce with both East and West Indies. 
The maritime states, particularly the 
Dutch, protested against this permission. 
They contended that by special treaties 
and public acts, the commerce in question 
was interdicted to the inhabitants of the 
Austrian Netherlands. Spain, but the year 
b^ore, joined in this protest. Nevertheless 
the Emperor's ministers obtained from Rip- 
perda, every concession for this company, 
they could wish for. The Spanish ports, 
both in Europe and the Indies, vere 
thrown open to its ships, and every en- 
couragement given to its enterprizes. 

As some compensation for these ad van* 
tages surrendered by Spain, the Emperor 
entered into a stipulation, xrhich appeared 
in the treaty that was afterwards published. 
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to obtain for the King of SpatD, Gibral- 
tar and Minorca, by good offices if posei- 
ble ; if not, by open, force. The same treaty- 
regulated the succours to be furnished on 
_ both sides, in the event of a war. 

In addition to these treaties, were several 
articles intended to remain for ever secret; 
France was to be despoiled of seveial pro- 
vinces, the Pretender to be replaced on the 
throne of England. Another, which must 
have been dictated by the bigotry and 
visionary spirit which distinguished the. 
Spanish counsels, and of which the Env^ 
peror's ministers must have perceived the 
madness, was, that the Emperor and King 
of Spain bound themselves utterly to ex- 
tirpate the Protestant Religion, and not to 
lay down their arms, till this design was 
fuUy and effectually executed. 

All the commercial, and other sacrifices 
that have been mentioned, did not satisfy 
the Emperor's ministers. Ripperda was 
obliged to promise that Prince iomienae 
sums of money, and he probably distributed ■ 
pmong the ministers themselves, some pavt 
of 
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of the large remittences he received during 
his residence at Vienna*. Ripperda haTiog 
by one means or another concluded \&t 
negociation, and gratified, the wish of the 
• King and Queen of Spain, to be allied on 
any terms with the Emperor, was formally 
appointed ambassador. He dropped hi^ 
incognito on receiving his appointment^ 
and, on the S2d of August 1725, made his 
pubMc entry with gre?t magnificence into 
Vienna. , His good fortune completely 
overthrew whatever sobriety of understand* 
ing he had remainiug; nothing cqu|4 
surpa^ the extravagance of hi^ coaduct 
^nd conversation during the. short; period 
of his embajssy. He promulgated in pyery 
company the secret , articles lately coa* 
eluded;, he announced the determinaUon 

- * The only accoant he could give of these reMiitteii^ 
ees, vas, wtuit the Spanish : author oatb cuentas d«l 
gran CapiUn, which; means a veiy general and loose 
account. This account, such as it was, does not ap- 
pear. He was not remarkable for purity in money 
matters, and a good deal might have been appropriated 
to his own use; some part we may suppose ivflB^enyt 
ployed in forwarding the negociation. ."; .L 

of 
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of his court, to cspooae the caiise of the 
Pretender, and declared that to promote 
hi* interest, was the principal object of his 
negociation; and that he liad secured the 
concurrence of the Emperor. The cxprei- 
rions he made use of, were as unlooked- 
for, as the matter of his discourses: — Let 
King- George take care of hrmsetf, would 
he say, or he will soon be sent back: 
to his German principality. When he 
^ke of the treaties of which he had been 
the author, he set no bounds to the praises 
he con&Tted on himself The public could 
not find out in what these praises were 
merited; lampoons and pasquinades against 
him appeared in alt parts of Europe. A . 
mock advertisement was posted up onenight 
on the door of apadreAscanio, Spanish en- 
voy at Plorence ; — -If any one can show that 
ft single article in the treaties lately con- 
cluded at Vienna, is to the advantage of 
Spain, let him apply within ; and he will 
receive a hundred pistoles, as a reward for 
BQ useful a discovery. 

There was a i^an at Vienna, about as 
wild 
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wild and extraordinary bs Ripperda him- 
self, —the Duke of WharfeoH*, a nobleman 
with some genius, but noE e particle of 
judgement. 

* The picture which Pope baa drawn of 'Um, inuat 
bq regvded'tts quite the sport of tmcy, l^efuing no re- 
semblance to the orig^naL Thoie gUurinj tints, tbom 
contrasted lights, those curious and whimsical com- 
binatioDB are not to be found ia re&l life. The truth 
it, the circle of real life is but a dull round; the 
paiater that should exhibit It without any oolouring or 
exaggerUion, would excite little intcreit. 'Hiis ii felt 
t^ those writers who undertake to weave fictitious nar- 
ratives, without borrowing astistance from the admitted 
marvellous. They muit have recourse to a marvellou* 
of their own; strong decided characters, violent pas- 
lions, unlooked-for incidents, extremes of virtue aBd 
vice, beauty angling wiUi every grace and aocemplitf^ 
roent ! Tbeae and similar particulars tbey bleu] toge- 
ther, and thuB ia their work completed ! The young 
Onexperienced mind, who knows nothing of the worlfl 
but from such representations, is quite surprised to 
find every thing so tame and languid; every thin^ 
f ketched, as it were, in faint wattr^colotrs ; mea and 
women employed, for tlie moat poslr in tbeibpfiuewmf 
llieir profession! i those who have no .piofesaiOB, jy 
getting rid of their time ! 
" The romance of real life, lies indeed within a oar- 
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He had lately, from * aatural levity and 
ioconstancy of cliaract^r, abandoned his 
country, and repaired to Rome to offer bis 
services to the Pretender. He was wan- 
dering from court to court, with the busy 
air of an agent for his new master. la the 
courae of his political rambles, he came to 
Vienna, while Ripperda was there; the 
mission of Wharton led him to visit Rip- 
perda, and similarity of character sooa 
converted the acquaintance into intimacy. 

They frequently saw each other; and 
their conferences were carried on with such 
an air of diplomatic mystery and impor- 
tance, as to engage every one's attention. 
3t. Saphorin, a vigilant minister, did not 
iait to transmit intelligence of these inys- 
terioufs interviews, as well as of the dis- 
coutses' of Ripperda which seemed to 
throw light upon them, to the English 
court. 

The Englisli ministers, considering the 
«ipport of the reigning family as essential 
to the civil and religious liberties of their 
country, thought, in a matter of such vital, 
importance, they could not exert too much 
watch- 
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wAtchfuIneas or take too many precautions. 
They were not moved by the raillery or 
declamations of their adversaries, in and 
put of parliament, who accused them of 
spreading unnecessary alarms. They were 
content to be thought too timid, whes 
confidence and neglect ,might lead to the 
destruction of every thing dear to English- 
men. Immortal thanks to these generous 
spirits! If this island is free, — the freest 
country that ever flourished on the face of 
this globe, smiling in all the glories of li' 
berty, allied to order and good govern- 
ment; to their pcrseverappe in, defiance of 
lidicule and noisy rhetoric, is it owipg I 
Their firmness of circ.unispection, <thei« 
courage of prudence, their resolutioo (if 
Bpt being intimidated ^obt ,of their< Vise 
fears, saved our aQcestt^i.fraoA.the' ^a^ 
mities, which,: bigojijry, ^^J^fi restless, .lUgt.-i 
govprnableiarabitt<jnt.^wisW)ld;h9KI>P»Med»a 
their heads ! ,,',-,,, 

In order to counteract the delignfi irh&t- 

eyer they might be, of, jthe- powerrfvnittd 

by the treaty of Vienna, i^they for«ied the 

s^he^ of a cqunter-aUi&nce ; aa time 

D was 
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was lost in putting it in execution. The 
King of England undertook a journey to 
his German dominions; he had an inter- 
view with the King of Prussia, who was 
standing forward as protector of the Pro- 
testants, in Poland and Gennany. France, 
against whom the treaty of Vienna was 
principally directed, immediately signified 
her concurrence in the views of the two 
monarchs, and a treaty was concluded in 
the first days of September, between the 
three states, denominated the treaty of Ha- 
nover. 

When Ripperda heard of this treaty, he 
exclatmed with frantic insolence, We will 
teach those little gentlemen to make trea- 
ties! 

About the end of October, he set oilt 
from Vienna, on his return to Spain, after 
having given every one a singular notion 
both oif himself, and of the court that em- 
ployed him^ 

He left behind him a' son by his first 
wife, nineteen years old, who was appoint- 
ed his snccessor in the embassy, - 
'■ He had an audience of leave from the 
Emperor, 
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£mperor. and vithout seeing any one else, 
began his journey, accompanied by a single 
servant 

As he could not go through France, he 
took the road of Italy. He passed through 
Florence, where he saw the Grand Duke» 
to whom his presence could not be very 
agreeable, as a principal instrument in those 
arrangements, which gave his dominions 
to the children of the Queen of Spain. He 
took shipping at Genoa, for Barcelona. 

Immediately after his landing, all the 
officers of the garrison went to wait upon 
him. He gave them an ample account of 
alibis transactions at Vienna, told them 
the Emperor had one hundred and 6fty 
thousand men ready to march at an hour's 
warning, and that Prince Eugene had as- 
sured him, the King of Spain should hav^ 
iu case of war, as many more in six months. 
He shewed the utmost contempt for France, 
and particularly for the person of Monsieur 
le Dug*, and his government. 

Should 

• TbeSpanish author speaks frequently of Ripperda's 

attachmeDt to the Duke of Bourbon, and of bis relyiog 

s 2 much 
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Should the Hanoverian league, he said, 
dare to oppose themselves to the designs of 
the Emperor and Spain, France would be 
pillaged on all sides ; the King of Prussia 
whom he called the grand grenadier, would 
be driven out of his country by the Em- 
peror, in one campaign, as the King of 
England would be also, in the same time, 
out of his dominions in Geimany, and out 
of his English ones by the Pretender: he 
added that the recoDciliatioo between France 
and Spain, should never be whilst he had 
any authority; he only wished to live tilt 
it was brought about, as being assured 
he should then die a very old man •. Al- 
lowing himself but a short repose after 

much upon the latUr's friendship. He iDserts & letter, 
supposed to be written by Ripperda after his fall, in . 
which he seems (o attribute the disgrace that had be- 
fallen the Duke, to the disposition he had evinced of 
patronizing him. But it ^)peare by Lord Harrington's 
correspondence, that as often as Ripperda had occasion 
during his ministry to speak of the Duke of, Bourbon, 
be did it in the most insolent terms. It is clear, there- 
fore, the friendship mentioned as subsisiing between 
them, is an error of the Spanish author. 
• J have nearly transcribed L. Harrington's account. 

5 his 
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his voyage, he took horse, and rode with 
all .podsble dispatch to Madrid, like a com* 
mon courier. He arrived here the 1 Ith of 
December, and alighting only for a few 
minutes at his house to see his wife, he weat 
directly to the palace, booted and spurred 
as he had arrived.' 

It was late in the.evening, and the King 
was closeted with the Marquis de Gri- 
maldi ; five or six courtiers were in the aati- 
chamber, who did not immediately recog- 
nize Ripperda. He took no notice of any 
one, but desired to be instantly admitted to 
the King. The 6fficer in waiting, inform- 
ing him the King was engaged with the 
Marquis de Grimaldi, he answered in a 
tone of derision, and expressed great sur- 
prise and impatience at the length of Gri- 
maldi's audience. 

When Grimaldi came out, he eyed him 
with a supercilious air, and paid him do 
kind of attention. He remained a consi- 
derable time with the king. 

The abruptness and secrecy of .his. depar- 
ture from Vienna, gave rise to an opinion 
that he had been recalled in disgrace. It, 
however, 
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however, immediately appeared that his 
conduct on that occasion was merely the 
result of whim, and of the singularity of 
his character. The morning after his con- 
ference with the king, he was declared se- 
cretary of state, without any particular dC" 
partment ; immediately the whole manage^ 
ment of foreign affairs was put into his 
hands, as he signified by a circular letter to 
the several ambassadors. He drew to him- 
self the Buperiatendency of the commerce 
and marine, and nearly engrossed at one 
time the whole authority of government 
He received the title of Duke, and was 
created Grandee of Spain. 

These accumulated honours flowed from 
a source the public were, not acquainted 
with. He had indeed formed an alliance 
between the courts of Vienna and Madrid ; 
and though he had purchased this alliance 
' by a number of sacrifices on the part of his 
master, he had done no more than comply 
with his master's wishes, and execute his 
orders. But to do this, required no great 
skill or address, and his succeeding in 
this point, did not appear to merit the 
extra- 
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extraordinary marks of gratitude and c^7 
fidence he was grati6ed with. 

The secret of his elevation was not dis- 
covered till afterwards.- , He contrived to 
persuade the king and queen, particularly 
the latter, (who, from the eagerness and 
jf her wishes, was ready to 
y thing that flattered them,^ 
iecret stipulation, the eldest 
; was to be given to her son 
*. This delusion of the queed 

* lliat he sboulct have told tbis to the Queea, b eitu- 
lyaccounted for; that be tbould have affirmed it everjr 
where as long as be was interested in propagating the 
belief of such a circumstance, is likemse probable : but 
that after bis fall from power, when be bad no motiye 
to deceive, be should have mixed it v^itb what were 
considered by the English court as discoTeriei 9f in^ 
portance made to their ambassador, is very extraor- 
dinary. The marriage of the Archduchess ^pears En 
the confidential narrative of these discoveries, cmnmu- 
nicated by BeDJamin Keene to the Dnko of Niwc&stle. 
We should be tempted to believe, there was in.nali^ 
a stipulation to this effect, if all accounta d)d nat 
concur in representing the assertion as an tmpottu^ of 
Ripperda, by whicli be supported his deciduous pover. 
Shall we say, that he contracted such a habit of falsi- 
^ng^U, that it did not leave him whefi he'eould 
hftve no view in putting it in practice ? 

, . was 



Digitized by Google 



«0 

♦ntf'ttwi sole foundation of his fortune. The 
moment her ey'ea Were opened, he descended 
ftofn his greatness: His ministry was one 
fcoritinued series of e^ipedlenta to preserve 
the' bandage he hdd' i 
tt'is hnpossible to reac 
j)ass18h the perplexities 
he' Was led into by on< 
hood. Nfever man pai 
precarious rank and s] 
to 'enjoy. He had recourse every day to 
some new invention. Pressed by the anxi- 
ous doubts and questions of the Queen, he 
was obliged to fabricate a regular novel to 
Mtisfy her. 

■ The Atchduchess was soon to commence 
lier Journey to Spain; but the number of 
"princes' who aspired to her hand, and the 
angry passions that would possess them, if 
it j^aft.-lcnowni the destined husband was 
<phosen,- rendered it uecessary to conduct 
'the''riiatter'with the utmost secrecy. Pre- 
parations M'cre however making for her 

depiirture; tier gpwns and jewels were in 
^r^^Uiess; the ladies to accompany her 

were appointed. AH this was written to 
him 
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hJm in tonfidence by one of the □amber. 
He went so far as to produce letters he 
affirmed came to him ffom his supposed 
eorrcspondtnt. 

As, hoWever, he was aware this decep- 
tion must have an end, he formed another 
scheme ; which was, f o compel, in som* 
measure, the Emperor to do, what accord- 
ing to his story he had promised, — to marry 
his daughter to the Spanish prince* 

This he proposed accomplishing by bring- 
ing about a reconciliation with France, 
when he would use the weight and influence 
of that kingdom in determining the Em- 
peror. 

But it was not easy to open the way for 
tbis reconciliation. The passions of the 
Queen against the French government, 
excited by the sending back of her daugh- 
ter, raged with unabated violence; and as 
she was persuaded of the intentions of the 
imperial court to gratify her wishes in the 
marriage of her son, she was averse from 
every thing that might create jealousy 
i^ the Emperor, or interfere with the 
, union 
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uoion she was anxious to cultivate with 
that Prince. 

The two objects of Ripperd^'s policy 
were somewhat at variance with each other. 
All his hopes were ultimately founded in 
a reconciliation with France; and yet ho 
could not manifest his desires for such 
an event, much less make advances to- 
wards it, without alarming the Queen, and 
exposing himself to a deteciicm that must 
precipitate him from power. 

The only method he could think of to 
extricate himself from these difficulties, 
was to engage, if possible, the French go- 
vernment to make the 6rst advances on its 
side, and to put a great deal of anxiety and 
zeal in these advances. This, he persuaded 
himself, would happen, if he could create 
jealousy and suspicion between it and Eng-r 
land, to whom it had united itself by the 
treaty of Hanover, if he could beget an 
opinion that England was ready to sacrifice 
tiie engagements of this treaty, with a view 
to the commercial advantages she might 
obtain from Spain. France, he calculated, 
seeing 
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Bering or thinking she »\7 this disposition 
in England to abandon her alliance, would 
'hasten to renew her connexion with Spain, to 
secure herself from a general abandonment. 

He therefore communicated as much as 
possible with the English ambassador, antl 
laboured to produce the appearance of a 
busy and mysterious negociation;-^the 
more busy and mysterious it should seem, 
the better it answered his views. The 
place of English ambassador was filled by 
Colonel Stanhope, afterwards Lord Har- 
rington*. He had been in the same si- 
tuation during the ministry of Cardinal 
Alberoni, and was perfectly acquainted 
with Ripperda. His long residence in Spain 
enabled him to form a correct judgement 
of the Spaniards, and of the strange court 
he had to negociate with. 

Stanhope possessed no common sagacity 
and penetration, with unremitting vigilance 
to every tiling that might be passing around 
him. He had spies in all parts of the court, 
in all the public offices ; so that he got lib- 

* I call him, indifierendy, Colouel Sunbope, or Lord 
flaniagton. 

mediate 
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Biediate ipformation of the most minute 
particular. The friars who bad access to 
the, most cODStdf rable houtes by their em- 
ployment .Qf'sayJDg masses for the dead, 
^^rQ,9,U in his pay. But the circumstance 
in his character which secured him a de- 
cided ad^^antage in his conversations with 
Kipperda, was his unalterable patience and 
phlegm. He was described by the Portu- 
l^uese minister as the man who never inter- 
rupted those who spoke to him. 

Ripperda was ill qualified to encounter 
so c.ool a iiegociator. The rapidity of his 
fortune had wQiked up his warm imagina- 
tion to a degree of ferment, little short of 
insanity. This was not diminia.hed by the 
peculiar diffieulties of his situation. — The 
scheme he had formed to disengage him- 
self, required the utmost command of tem- 
per and the mo^t delicate management in 
the conduct of it. The expressions he liad 
made use of at Vienna, on his arrival in 
Spain, and even after he was placed at the 
head of the ministry, were directly contrary 
to the principles on which itrested. They 
proclaimed 
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proclaimed determined hostility against 
France, and betrayed designs the most 
alarming to England. 

He did not stop at these inconsiderate ex- 
pressions. In one of bis private conferences 
with the English ambassador, he disclosed 
the stipulations concluded at Vienna ; which 
were intended to remain secret, particularly 
those directed against Gibraltar. Probably 
the levity of his character, and his wild 
habits of speaking, alone produced this 
disclosure. Some persons, however, were 
disposed to think he had a design in it, 
which was, by giving the most formidable 
and menacing appearance to the confedera- 
cy of the Emperor and Spain, to work on 
the fears of the English government, and 
tempt it to enter into amicable arrange- 
' ments with these powers ; which, disposi- 
tion evinced'he would make subservient t» 
his views upon France. 

If such was. hia design, it completely misr 

carried. England, connected with France 

and Prussia, and sppported by the odier ' 

states that seemed inclined to join their 

alliance, 
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alliance, regarded, without any violent dij* 
may, the confederacy of the two courts. 

If the disclosure of Ripperda had any 
effect on the fears of the English Govern- 
ment, it was the reverse of what he in' 
tended; — it confirmed its tendency to 
cement the union established by the treaty 
of Hanover. 

It was important, the circumstances dis->' 
closed should be known to Europe, and 
particularly to the people of England, in 
order to infuse fresh vigour into their exer- 
tions, by shewing the alliance of the Em- 
peror and Spain was directed to extort from 
them sacrifices the most repugnant to their 
honour and their interests, and ultimately 
to the overthrow of a government they 
justly deemed essential to their happiness. 

The English ambassador therefore listened 
with his habitual calmness and composure 
to the flippant and loquacious Ripperda. He 
was aware that the Spanish minister, when he 
came to reflect upon what he had said, would, 
with all the violence and hurry of thought 
which distinguished him, not be entirely 
blind 
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blind to his imprudence. His adherence to 
his word was not to be relied on : he would 
without hesitation contradict what he had 
said a few hours before, and he always ac- 
. companied his assertions, though perhaps 
directly contrary to each other, with mul- 
tiplied oaths and imprecations. 

If he did this on general occasions, it 
was to be imagined he would not be re- 
strained on this by any punctilious vera- 
city, where he had such signal imprudence 
to retrieve, and where the importance, of 
the object would excuse him in the eyes of 
the world. 

Fully to ascertain and authenticate the 
discovery he had been betrayed into, and 
thereby render it subservient to the advan- 
tages that might be drawn from it, it was 
necessary a third person should witness 
it, whose testimony might be resorted to, 
in case Ripperda should find it convetiient 
to deny it. 

The English ambassador, with this view, 
testiBed no eagerness or pleasure when be 
heard it ; but at the next conference, con- 
trived 
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trived the Dutch ambassador should be 

present, and artfully engaged Ripperda t^ 
repeat it. 

Having obtained the sanction he vanted, 
he lost no time in transmitting the intelli- 
gence to his court. It was introduced into 
the King's speech at the meeting of Parlia* 
ment, and of course found its way into the 
foreign gazettes. 

Ripperda complained of the use which had 
been made of a private conversation ; aod if 
pubhc transactions could be supposed sub- 
ject to the delicacies and proprieties which 
regulate private life, it must be confessed 
he would have complained with reason. 

He would have gladly explgiined away 
what he had said ; but his evasions were of 
no avail against the pertinacious Stanhope, 
who still insisted and appealed to the testi- 
mony of the Dutch ambassador. Driven 
to extremity, he lost all command of tem- 
per, and impatiently exclaimed; ".Well 
then, since you will have it &<?, I did spfak 
as you mention, and every thing I said was 
perfectly true." ... 

He 
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He sorely felt the engi^ement which hit 
indiscreet conversations in favour of the 
Pretender and his cause, had fastened upon 
him.- Any steps to execute this engage- 
ment, vould, he knew, shut the door to 
all negociatfon with England, and, hy con- 
sequence, run directly counter to his designs. 

But he was not at liberty to shake it off. 
The King and Queen vote transported with 
£eal for any measure which might extend 
the Catholic religion. 

Iriitated as they were against France 
they had declared themselves willing to 
Mcrifice their resentment, if Prance would 
join in a religious war in Germany. 

The Pretender was at all times the object 
of their secret wishes and affections. Every 
acknowledgement of the reignit^ family in 
England, they looked upon as an act of 
dissimulation imposed upon them by ne- 
cessity. It nowise operated in restraining 
or confining their machinations to subvert 
their throne. They had concluded with 
the greatest joy and sadsfactioo the secret 
articles at Vienna, directed to this purpose. 
It WM impossible for Ripperda to avnd 
B acting 
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acting in conformity with these article* 
without entirely forfeiting their good 
graces. 

He was importuned too by the clamours 
of the clergy, who began to suggest doubts 
of the sincerity of his conversion, and call 
him Christiano nuevo. 

To these circumstances must be added 
the crowd of Irish Catholics that besieged 
the court, and intermitted none of the 
usual expedients of exiles, — busy intrigue, 
noisy solicitation, and confident promises. 

Ripperda, soon after his elevation to the 
ministry, had received letters of compli- 
ment from the Pretender, putting him in 
mind of what he had promised the Duke 
of Wharton, and expressing the most san- 
guine persuasion he would, without loss of 
time, put these promises in execution. 

The Duke himself did not fait to follow 
him from Vienna. He at first appeared at 
Madrid under a feigned name, calling him- 
self Mr. Phillibert: but he did not long 
remain thus disguised. He assumed the 
title of Duke of Northumberland, conferred 
Upon him by the Pretender; and was, in 
great 
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great cereftiony, installed with the order of 
the Garter. 

He renewed his conferences with the mi- 
nister; and some feeble movements mani-, 
fested the subject of these conferences. 

A body of twelve thousand men was 
drawn to the coast of Biscay and Gallicia. 
Orders were sent to Cadiz, to fit out priva- 
teers; and agents of the Pretender were 
allowed to purchase a quantity of arms, 
which they deposited there; — others, at 
the same time, were busy in engaging all 
the officers, out of employment at Madrid, 
in his service. 

Colonel Stanhope could not overlook 
these indications. Ripperda, when applied 
to, protested with vehemence he knew no- 
thing of Wharton's having left Vienna, till 
he had actually arrived at Madrid. The 
King and Queen were as ignorant as him- 
self; but on the least appearance of his 
acting for the Pretender, *■ he would send 
him out of the capital in twenty-four hours* 
To account for the marching of the troops 
to the coast, he supposed, without the 
least foundation, a correspondence from 
E a the 
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mitting intelligence of extensive prepani' 
tiont in England for a descent upon Spain, 
and an attempt to burn the vessels in the 
ports. With respect to the arms collected 
in Cadiz, he professed entire ignorance 
concerning them. 

*' Well then (answered Stanhope) I may 
suppose they are arms belonging to private . 
persons unconnected with government."— 
Ripperda, after what he had just uttered, 
could not venture to contradict him. 

Stanhope had information where they 
had been left in pledge, for a certain sum 
which had been wanting, in the penury of 
the Pretender's exchequer. He paid the 
sum for which they were security, and 
what was demanded over and above; and 
had them sent off to England. 

The English ambassador, putting on the ' 
appearance of believing v4iat he knew to 
be false, drew from the dissimulation he 
deemed it expedient to practise, the means 
of serving his sovereign. But the entan>- 
glemeuts and perplexities which ensued 
from' the arrival of Count KjeoigKgg, am- 
bassador 
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baasador hom the &nperor, were enough 
to have driven a calmer head than Ripper- 
da's to,madne3s and despair. 

The Count arrived in the beginning of 
January, 17S€. He took up hts residence 
at first in a quinta or country-house near 
Madrid, belonging to Count Agoilar ; 
vhere he was confined a short time by a fit 
of the gout. As soon as he was well, he 
proceeded to the palace of the Paido, where 
the court then was. 

The Qtieen, who was prepossessed with 
the notion that he came finally to settle the 
marriage of her son, thought no demon- 
stration of joy or mark of distinction too 
much for a minister coming for such a 
purpose. 

The day he first appeared at court, every 
one was in the dress worn on great solemni- 
ties. He dined that day with the Duke of 
Ripperda. The Duke, who was but too 
sensible of what he had to expect from the 
ambassador, whose heart was burning with 
vexation, and who bad to put on the appear- 
ance of satisfaction and joy, acted his part 
but indifferently. It was easy to remark 
the 
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the torture which his .features underweatt 
— the force which brought up smilra on 
his melancl^oly face. 

The count set out like a man td vhom 
every thing was to yield ; who was, to be. 
soothed and gratified by every sacrifice. 
The populace of Madrid was enraged tbisee,' 
along with the imperial arms, those of 
Spain set up over his door, by which it ap- 
peared the Emperor's minister carried the 
pretensions of his master to the very resi- 
dence of the King, with whom lie had .con- 
tracted engagements of league and amity. 

Another attempt must, if successful, have, 
it should seem, entirely obstructed the 
passage of the streets. He got six mules 
harnessed to his carrilge; — a distinction 
peculiar to the it>yal family. Immediately, 
all the foreign ministers imitated his exam- 
ple. Such a crowd of mules would, no 
doubt, have been insufferable. — One of the 
secretaries of state was directed to inform 
the Count, with all politeness and defer- 
ence, of the custom of the country ;■ hoping 
he would have the goodness to conform 
himself to it. 

This 
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This insolence of the Count was iospired 
by his knowledge of the delusion under 
which the Queen laboured, and the tena- 
cious infatuation \vith which she clung to 
it. 

He was not sparing of the grossest false- 
hoods to preserve her in it. The Arch- 
duchess was on the point of setting out, 
and nothing but the apprehended resent- 
ment of her many disappointed suitors pre- 
vented her departure, and prolonged the 
mystery which still hung over it. He twisted 
the story with such a variety of imaginary 
circumstances, that he persuaded the Queen, 
much as she wished for the arrival of the 
Princess, to approve of the caution and 
foresight of the Emperor her father. 

But he intended the error he so success- 
fiilly maintained, should be a copious source 
of treasure, and as he. was aware time, if 
nothing else, would dissipate it, he was 
earnest to make it as productive as possible 
while it lasted. 

He pursued. Ripperda like his evil genius, 
— ^The money he had promised at Vienna, 
be r^orously exacted, and would listen to 
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no plea or evasion. Ripperda, asaailed by 
the clamours of a people groaning undtr 
the weight of taxes, and conscious that: all 
the money sent to the Emperor, was so 
much money thrown away, did all he could 
to elude the demands of the ambassador, 
or at least gain time in hopes something 
would start up, to deliver him from his 
embarrassment. 

But as much as he was interested in 
gaining time, the ambassador felt it was 
of importance to allow him none. * The 
possibility of the circumstances to which 
lie looked forward, goaded on the vehe- 
mence and impatience of the ambassador; 
the latter considered he had in his hands a 
pregnant, but fugitive opportunity, — and 
to screw it to the utmost, was his object. 

In vain Ripperda entered into pathetic 
representations of the misery of the people, 
and the pressing exactions they were 
already subject to. The ambassador had 
no bowels of compassion; he undertook to 
become Ripperda's. assistant in his Gnaocial 
operations, minutely explored the system 
of taxation, suggested such a branch was 
not 
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not pushed far enough ; sxich branches 
might be added; and gravely claimed praise 
for the fertility of his fiscal invention. As 
little could he be induced to wait for the 
arrival of the flota and galLeQus, which 
were expected for the end of June. . 

The rashness and fanaticism of the Spa- 
nish councils, might precipitates war with 
England, and then the American treasuroi 
might be intercepted ; besides, a thousand 
unforeseen events might arise, to remove 
the blindness of the Queen before June. 
Kelying wi this blindness, he ventured to 
represent to her, that it was merely from 
his eagerness to gratify her, the Emperor 
had occasion for the money demanded, 
which indeed would never be adequate to 
the expences which, from this motive, he 
must incur. He must fortify his domi- 
pions, augment his troops, and make a nom- 
ber of military arrangements ; why ? with 
a view to the combination that might take 
place between England and France and 
among the Princes of Germany, when it 
was seen .his eldest daughter married the 
Spanish Prince. For the same reason, it 
1 became 
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became necessary to give the most formi- 
dable weight to the confederacy of Vienna, 
and enable it to surmount that of Hanover. 
This was to be done only by money; which 
would determine the conduct of the Nor- 
thern States. 

if the most flagrant cojitempt of truth 
and iinfeeling disregard for the auflTerings 
of a nation, ' were a proof of diplomatic 
abilities; there never was an abler man in 
a diplomatic employment, than Count 
Kxn'igaegg. 

Ripperda, aware that he had the means 
of destroying him in his power, turned 
himself every way to satisfy him. He ac- 
cumulated burthens upon burthens, ou the 
people ; he exacted sums from all who had 
been concerned in the farming of the re- 
venue, or had had employments in the 
Indies. He carried the severest scrutiny 
into all parts of the expenditure; he sup- 
pressed pensions and places ; he discarded 
crowds of clerks from all the public offices; 
he put a stop to all payments whatsoever ; 
finally, he had recourse to the expedient 
commonly practised by governments in the 
last 
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last degree of distress, — raising the denomi- 
nation of the coin, that is, endeavouring to 
persuade mankind to consider a less quan- 
tity of th^ precious metals of equal value 
with a greater. 

All these methods to procure money for 
the Emperor, were felt with the bitterest 
resentment and indignation by the. Spa- 
niards. They had not the slender, cpn^ola- 
tion, which has at othpr times been afford- 
ed to suffering nations ; the money thus 
wrung from them, was not employed in 
schemes which promised at least some real 
or supposed advantage; some accession of 
territory, or some increase of national 
honour and reputation ; — they were tor- 
tured for no other purpose, than to protract 
a delusion as insulting to their govern- 
ment, as grievous to themselves. 

The dead uniformity of a despotic go- 
vernment allowed little relief, but the scat- 
tered murmurs of individuals. There were 
no great constitutional channels open, 
through which the feelings of the people 
could asceud to the ear of the sovereign. 
Yet there w^s a tribunal which, from its 
rank 
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rank at the head of the administration of 
justice, felt itself authorized to remonstrate 
against some of the measures of the minis- 
ter ; this was the council of Castille. The 
raising the denomination of the Coin, was 
the subject of representations, which how- 
iever produced no immediate effect. 

No sooner had Ripperda been raised to 
power, than he meditated a variety of re- 
forms. He indulged himself in unbounded 
censures, upon all the ministers who had 
J)receded him ; rank abuses prevailed in 
every part of the government ; all were to 
be eradicated; every thing was to beset 
on a new foundation. 

■ The representations of the council of 
Castille, added the motive of revenge to 
his desire of appearing in the character of 
a reformer. Suits lingered in this as well 
as other tribunals of justice in Spain, nor 
was, perhaps, the integrity of its decisions 
perfectly unimpeachable. Ripperda thought 
at once of punishing the council, and gra- 
tifying the people, by the publication of 
two decrees, one calling upon every one 
who felt himself aggrieved in any matter 
of 
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of lawor justicie, by the proceedings of any 
tribunal, to lay his complaints immediately 
before the King, through the chanoel of 
his minister, with a promise of impartial 
and immediate redress. The other, for 
abridging suits, and protecting suiters 
fi*om vexatious delays, directed, that an 
account of all suits depending before the 
tribunals should he dravn up for the in- 
spection of the government, and that at 
the end of every month, a regular return 
should be made, of those which were termi- 
nated, and of the progress which had taken 
place in such as remained to be determined. 

This supposed grievance of the dilatory 
proceedings of courts of justice, has been 
at all times a favourite topic with reformers, 
and a constant temptation to empyrical 
change. 

Persons have not reflected, that it is im- 
possible to obtain accuracy of investigation, 
much less certainty of decision, without the 
interposition of many circumstances, which 
necessarily produce delay. To exclude, as 
much as possible, the arbitrary in judges, 
andlieget the inestimable advatftage of a 
known 
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knovD rule, precedents are carefully pre- 
served, which by their accumulatioD, and 
the reasoDtDgs of analogy they give rise to, 
transform vhat was originally mere good 
sense and natural equity, into something 
deriving from the same principles, and 
tending much more regularly to the same 
ends, — a body of artificial laws. Then every 
detected fraud and experienced inconveni- 
ence, leads to some new form, directed 
to guard against the one, and remedy the 
other, by which proceedings beconie com- 
plicated and slow. 

Leave every thing to caprice, and take 
your chance fur the obtaining of right, and 
delay is easily discarded. 

A Turkish cadi shall decide, a hundred 
causes, while a British judge is employed 
in the investigation of one. 

Ripperda derived little advantage from 
his. decrees. He neither soothed and con- 
ciliated the people, nor conferred any im- 
portant benefit on the state. 

The people were too sore from the weight 

of the burthens which crushed them, to be 

appeased by promises of redress, in matters 

wherein 
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wherein multitudefi were nowise coocerDed^ 
They perceived his motive in promulgating 
the decrees, and were only more attached 
to the council which had excited his re* 
sentment He found complaints pour in 
so fast upon him, that, unable to attend to' 
them all, he attended to few or none. 

All that could be said of this scheme is, 
that it did no mischief, and not much good ; 
that it awakeped little public gratitude, 
and no resentment. But it was accom-. 
panied with one, which was not so harm- 
less to the projector. The people of Spain 
have no very decided inclination to com- 
mercial or manufacturing habits ; they like 
to sauuter in the public walks, and enjoy 
in indolence the warmth of their sky. Rip- 
perda, from a vain ambition of compelling 
them to industry, caused a proclamation to 
bebsued a^inst the saunterers, and em- 
ployed methods of violence to drive them 
from their usual places of resort. There is no- 
thing whichapeople can bear less, than tol^e 
disturbed in their private amusements, and 
indulgencies. This last severity, added to 
the many grievances they already sustained, 
inflamed 
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ioflamed their hatred to the mott violent 
degree. They could scarcely r^ress the , 
fmpatience which tormented them to see 
the fall of the obnoxious miDister. 

So odious had he become, that he ex- 
torted no praise, by the only one of his 
measures which seems to hare been rea- 
sonably directed to the public good. 

The alguaziles, or inferior minivers 
of justice, were without any fixed salary ; 
and in reality received little or nothing 
from the government The consequence 
was, as might be expected, they took bribes 
on all sides, and spared no means of cor- 
ruption or oppression to support tbemseWes. 

A decree was published against this 
abuse, 'which had it be^n executed, would 
have put an end to it. 

It forbade the officers to take perquisites, 
or avail themselves of any indirect emolu- 
ments, and promised them a regular salary 
to be regulariy paid in lieu of them. 

Kipperda, distracted as he was, having 

every day to swallow new draughts of 

bitterness, hated by all classes of people in 

Spain, universally regarded either as a 

madman 
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tnadman or impostor, orboth^ exerted him- 
self however to put on an, appearance of 
confidence, and conceal the misery of his 
situation. — "I have (said he) six friends 
on whose protection I implicitly rely, and 
who will rescue me from all the efforts of 
my enemies ; — God, the blessed Virgin, ths 
Emperor, the Empress, and their Catholic 
Majesties. " 

He received several letters of compliment 
and congratulation from the Emperor, in 
that Prince's own hand-writing; one so 
late as the pth of March 1 726, and soon after 
the imperial ambassador began to think of 
displacing him. 

There can be little doubt, if he did not get 
the money he was perpetually demanding, it 
could not be imputed to the unfortunate 
Ripperda; though this last, in his loose 
idle manner of talking, unchecked by any 
regard for truth, told Colonel Stanhope, in 
the midst of all his embarrassments, that 
he was in no want of money, and that he 
gave ,out his being so, purely to oblige 
thereby the Emperor not to think upon en- 
tering on a war. 

T ■ Certain 
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Certain it is, Kaenigsegg, not receiving 
the supplies he looked for, determined on 
his ruin. 

There was a conspiracy against him in 
another quarter. 

A certain pious personage existed about 
the court, of the name of Don Doming* 
Valentin Guerra. To say the truth, Don 
Domingo was a prodigy of stupidity. The 
Queen having occasion for a confessor, 
P^re D'Aubenton looked round for a man, 
whose very limited understanding seemed 
inaccessible to the temptations of ambi- 
tion, and to shut him out from all the 
ways of intrigue and courtly solicitation. 
D'Aubenton did not calculate with his 
usual sagacity. Extreme dullness is not a 
corrective for presumption. Don Domingo, 
fool as he was, had a good deal of cunning, 
and that sort of creeping desire of advan- 
cing himself, which is often the companion 
of consummate folly. He trembled how- 
ever before the character of D'Aubenton, 
and, as long as the imperious Jesuit lived, 
did not venture to sneak out of his obscu- 
rity. But, deaith having delivered him 
from 
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tious. He had been lately created^ Arch- 
bishop ^f Amida in partibus, that is, was 
invested with the episcopal character, with- 
out jurisdiction or trouble annexed to it. 
If Domingo had trembled before F^re 
D'Aubenton, he trembled much before his 
penitent the Queen. The bare thought of 
incurring her displeasure, produced the 
most whimsical agitation in his whole frame. 
An itching seized his legs, and he could 
hot remain quiet in any place ; so that his 
^gs became a barometer to the courtiers* 
vhich they looked to for foul or fair weather 
at court 

' As long as Ripperda appeared favoured 
by the Queen, Domingo would as soon 
have . thought of turning. Mahometan, as 
of giving him the least opposition, or join- 
ing in any intrigue against him. He.had 
been the loudest in celebrating him as a 
miracle of statesmen. Not that the minis- 
ter took any pains to conciliate him. He 
treated him on, all occasions with the most 
Marked contempt. But a soul like Do- 
mingo's was formed to be despised. What- 
' Fg ever 
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ever resedtmcnt hi migtit feel, he stifled 
and carcrfully hid as long as Rippcrda flou- 
rished in the sunshine of the royal faVour. 

Rtpperda had early given an admonition 
to Father Bcrmudez, the King's confessor: 
— " Take care, Father, (said he) that you 
do any thing but give your penitent abso- 
lution." This admonition, which was in- 
tended for both the confessors, would at 
any other time have frightened Domingo 
out of his slender wits : but the dimmest 
sight could discover the cloud that was 
fast approaching to overwhelm the minister; 
The dissatisfaction of the imperial ambas- 
sador was no longer a secret; and it could 
not be doubted, that any thing he snggest- 
ed to the Queen, would be readily executed 
by her; — so that Domingo was not afraid 
of shewing his enmity. 

Among the courtiers who were particu- 
larly animated by animosity against the 
minister, M-ere the Marquis de Castelart, 
and his brother Don Joseph Patino. Thie 
former had lost a considerable employment 
which the minister had taken possession of. 
Rippcrda, aware of their dispositions, was 
anxious 
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anxious to send them to, a distance. He 
had ordered the Marquis to go' as ambassa- 
dor to Venice, and had given Don Joseph 
ft commission to Brussels. They deferred 
their departure, under various pretexts: 
but as he continued to press them, and as 
their pretexts were really at an -end, they 
felt the necessity of immediately labouring 
to deprive him of power. 

They had discovered that Don Domingo 
was his enemy. To him they applied. He, 
persuaded that he might now vilify the 
minister to the Queen without danger, 
■listened to their representations. - In the» 
penury of his own ideas, he was glad to 
borrow some topics of discourse from them; 
and they willingly resigned to him what- 
ever use he could make of their rhetoric, 
.as long as he was instrumental in promo- 
.ting their purposes. The first thing they 
. obtained, was a counter-order, authorizing 
them to remain at Madrid; which had be- 
come very necessary, as Ripperda had ma- 
nifested the greatest impatience at their 
stay ; telling tliem, at one of his levees, 
that after the time they had employed in 
prepa- 
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preparatioDi, they would certainly fae alile 
to set out in two or three days at most. 

But the blow which struck him down* 
came from the ambassador. The first mark 
he received of displeasure, was one day 
when, entering the apartment where the 
King and Queen were reading a letter from 
the ambassador, pressing remittances, he 
ventured to represent toi them the de- 
plorable condition to which Spain was re- 
duced. — " What is that to you ?" exclaimed 
the Queen, with an angry frown. . 

On the 13th of May, the department of 
the finances was taken fromhim. Colonel 
Stanhope, who saw him that night, found 
.him " in the highest rage against the court 
of Vienna, and disposed to stick at nothing, 
to be revenged*." 

Irritated at a privation which would be 
construed as a forerunner of his fall, — in- 
toxicated with confidence in his own abili- 
ties, and the "high reputation he conceived 
himself to have established, — and hoping, 
probably, that by threatening to withdraw 

* Tbia wai precisely the measure af reseutment he 
afterwards conceived agaiDSt Spain. 

himself 
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himself entirely, he. woiild regain the as- 
cendancy he had lost, he petitioned to be 
dismissed from all his employments. This 
request was not immediately granted : but 
at eleven o'clock at night of the 14th, a 
quarter of an hour after he had left the 
apartment where he had been transacting 
business with the King and Queen, he 
received a letter from the Marquis de la 
Paz; informing him that his functions as 
minister had ceased; that, however, he 
was to receive a pension of three thousand 
pistoles in consideration of his services. 

The news of his disgrace did not get 
abroad in Madrid till the next morning ; 
when all classes testified, the highest plea- 
sure, and the populace abandoned them- 
selves to riotous joy and triumph. They 
insulted some of his servants ; and menaces 
reached his ear, that in the night they 
would attack his house in order to tear him 
in pieces. A panic immediately seized him, 
and he anxiously looked round for a place 
of refuge. He sent to the Dutch ambas- 
sador, desiring to see him; and requested 
he would allow him to take shelter in his 
house. 
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house. The ambassador excused himself, 
alleging several reasons; but pointed out 
tbe house of the English ambassador. It 
■was agreed he should come in his carriage, 
as soon as it was dark and take him there*. 
The 

* The Spanish aatfaor has framed avery refined Kheme 
ofpolicj, nhich he attributes to the ambaisadors.-^ 
" Tliey calculated, he says, that Aipperda, po longer 
sbackJed by his employments at court, and the em- 
barrassments of political businets, would bestow his 
undivided attention on the promotion of the manu- 
factures he had established ; from wliich, consideralile 
detriment would ensue to the commerce of their re- 
: ipective countries. Il^ey therefore laid a plan to ruin 
faim irretrievably to the opinjon of the King, and oblige 
him ultimately to l^ve the kingdom. The absence of 
the English ambassador was pre-concerted. The Dutch 
ambassador went on purpose io him, and taking advan. 
tageof his fears, artfully brought him to the resolution he 
adopted ; which answered all their purposps," The whoje 
of this elaborate supposition is overturned by the nar- 
rative of I'Abbf Montgun, and Colonel Stanhope's cor- 
respondence with his own government. His conduct, 
as described, would have been perfectly allowable, if 
■ Dot praise-worthy, in a person in his utuation. He 
' could have no motive to conceal it from his court,— 
nay, to advance directly the contraiy of the fact. 

Foreigners 
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The Eoglish ambassador had gone the 
day before to Avaojuez, vith an intentioa 
of remaining there a couple of days for the 
sake of his health. He had been at die 
palace in the morning, to take leave of 
-Ripperda ; and. from the air of his t;oun- 
tenance,- and bis absence of mind in the 
conversation he had with him, he was led 
to conjecture something was impending 
over him. This day, he' received an ez- 
}H-e9S, informing him of his dismissal; oa 
which, he resolved to return immediately 
to Madrid ; and arriving there about eleven 
at night, was extremely surprized to find 
hi his apartment the Dyke of Ripperda, 
' and the ambassador of Holland. * 

On the Duke's claiming his protection, 
before he would give any answer, he desired. 
to be satisfied in ^wo points: — whether he 
was still in the service of the King ofSpaiq; 
whether he was to be regarded as the ob- 

Foreigneri are very apt to speculate in thia mauDcr 
pp the conduct of Eoglielimen. Tbey fancy us mucli 
more cuDning tbui we really are. 

* I have related the Iransacttoo in Col. Stanbopt'a 
' ewn words, in bb letter to Hie Duke of Newcastle. . 

ject 
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ject <^ any accusation, or under the King's 
displeuure. 

The Duke produced the letter of the 
Marquis de la Paz, at ouce announciog the 
lOu of his employments, and ^cifyiny 
the pension intended for him. 

At the time this letter vas written, it was 
not the iotenttoa of the court to proceed 
vith severity ; but the Emperor's ambassa- 
dor inflamed the resentment against him. 
He heard, wirti emotions of rag^ that be 
had attempted to escape from his power. 
He insisted that he should be taken by 
force out of his place of refuge. He after- 
wards repented of this step, as such an act of 
violence might draw on an immediate rup- 
ture with England, which might disappcint 
him of the treasures he expected :— but the 
resolution was formed. The council of 
Castillewas consulted, for form's sake; and 
on the morning of the 25th, at six o'clock, 
a party of sixty horse, headed by an alcal 
de corte (or judge) and a general officer, 
appeared before the house of the English 
•fnbaqsador. The ambassador protested: 
but no attention waa paid to his protect 
The 
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The Doke wa« not oat of bed. He wai 
allowed only time to put on his night-gown ; 
and he was no sooner down stturs than a 
coach, which was ready for the purpose 
received him and the officers, and rolled off, 
under the escort, along the banks of the 
Manfanarez*. It took the road of Segovia; 
and arriving there, the Duke was delivered 
in ciutody to the Alcayde, or governor of 
the castle. His papers had been seized ; and 
0nly a single servant allowed to follow him. 
The castle, or alcazar, of S^ovia, is at^ 
edifice of extreme antiquity. It was the 
palace of the gothic kings of Spain, and 
the favourite residence of Ferdinand and 
Isabella : but since their time it had been 
converted into a state-prison,' where like- 
vise were confined a number of Barbary 
corsairs who had fallen into the hands of the . 
Spaniards. It stands upon a craggy rock, 
washed bythewat^rsofthertverEiema^. In 

* Oilblu perfonqed the same journey before him. 

t There is a vjevr of this castle, id the platea annexed 
to BourgoiDg's Tableau de I'Eipagne Moderoe; which 
would not lead the observer to luppoie an escape from 
it fo taiy a* Ripperda found it. 

one 
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one of the towerg of tbis caotie ww R'lpperda 
Icidged. The confiDemeDt of this prison, 
at no time very strict*, was not rendered 
particularly so to bim. 

The Alcayde was a man who had seen 
the world ; he had served in difierent coun- 
tries, and his experience had furnished hinj 
with much amusing conversation. lie was 
"very attentive, and even obsequious, to 
Jiis prisoner; as in the whimsical revolu- 
tions which the court was constantly ex- 
hibiting, he did not know but he might be 
again his master. He was married to an 
agreeable woman ; and many persons from 
Segovia visited at the castle. Two regi- 
dores, or magistrates of the town, were 
often there; men distinguished by their 
education and the employment which they 
filled. 

A man of a different temper of mind and 
habits of life from Ripperda, would have 
been tolerably amused in this little circle; 
but it had no charms for him. His fall 
from power, and the unequivocal sigus of 

** Read the imprisonmeiU of Gitblas. 

popular 



Digitized by Google 



7T 

popular detestation he beheM on every side,- 
ovetcattie all liis fortitude, and showed him 
a spectacle of womanish etnbt'ion and pusil- 
lanimity. ' While at tlie house of Cofonel 
Stanhope,' his ' lips overran with every 
thing he knew, and many things he did- 
not know. He betrayed all the secrets of 
flie treaty of Vienna,- " the whole time in 
thegreitest agonies, and'frequeotly burst- 
ing into tefcrs* " . This feverish sensibility 
was succeeded t^ viotent transports. See- 
ing himself immured in a prison, he woald 
imprecate curses on the Spanish nation, and 
vent himsfeif in incoherent menaces of ven- 
geance. To spread blood and desolatioti 
throughout the kingdom, was rapture to 
his thoughts. What spectacle so gratifying 
to him, as Madrid in flames! To fasten a 
foreign yoke on the necks of an ungrateful 
people, would be to him more pleasure than 
he had tasted during his past life. 

Then all his political speculations and 
theories crowded on his heated brain. He 

* The words of BeujaiQin Keene. 
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nev-modelled the »Ute of Europe^ takiag 
avay from thii prince and giving to another. 
Religion had its turn : now h« vas a zeal- 
oui Catholic, and aigued with vehemence 
against the Protestants ; then changing. 
aides, he abused the church of Rome. Such 
U solitude to h urried uadisolptiaed minds ! . 
His solitude was not without considerable^ 
alleviation, as has been mentioned. Th^ 
King flowed him. a hMndred dub)pons a 
months for his table; an iDdnlgentgovemoc 
ifBs assiduous in providing him with every 
comfort in his power: but he was quiet* ; 
and that was intolerable to him. He caught 
with avidity at all the news he could gather 
from the political world. He heard with 
the liveliest sensations of pleasure^ that a Bri- 
tish squadron was otf the coast of SpaiQ. He 
was not without hopes, that t^e court of Lon- 
don would demand his enlargement, as a cir- 
cumstance of reparation for the violence 

• Yet the Spanish author would persuade us, that it 
was in order to seek this quiet he went afterwards to 
Barbary, 

offered 
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loflfered the house of the ambassador : but 
bis hopes grew fiiinter every day, and at 
length vanished. 

The treatiesof Vienna and Hanover had 
indeed converted Europe into a scene of 
negociation and cabal, interrupted occa- 
sionally by -warlike movemeDts. The 
Spanish court had hoped that the alliancfe 
between England and France, which was 
the foundation of the latter, would give 
way to other sentiments.' — 'The Duke of 
Bourbon, by whose partiality it was sup- 
posed to be supported, was removed from 
the ministry ; and Fleury succeeded him. 

To him, the pious looked for the break- 
ing oif of alt engagements with heretics : 
but he had been won by the discernment 
and address of Horace Walpole, English 
ambassador at Paris. 

During the nominal ministry of the Duke 
of Bourbon, Walpole was not blind to the 
source from which power emanated. He 
saw the meek and humble Fleury artfully 
establishing an absolute ascendant over the 
mind of his pupil the young King ; and he 
had no doubt that it was he who would de- 
5 termine 
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termine the conduct of the French governs 
ment. To him therefore he sedulously paid 
court. Whatever he observed displeasing 
to him, he shunned even with affeota- 
tioB. The mistresses and creatures of the 
J>uke could obtain from bim no mark of 
hom^e- On one occasion, Fleury having, 
in a fie of political sullenness, withdrawn 
from court, Walpole went after him, and 
took this opportunity of showing him ex.- 
traordinary attention. 

Fieury become prime minister, remem- 
bered this attention of Walpole ; and when 
reproached with yielding too much to bU 
influence, would answer with a smile; "Do 
you know wh^t Horace Walpole did for 
me?'' and then related the circumstances 
that passed. 

He was attached to him wiih more than 
the usual warmth of politicians: 'and the 
union with England, instead of losing 
ground, became stronger and closer. 

The court of Spain were exasperated at 

their disappointment. The Queen called 

Fieury a coward, and said he was the slave 

of that heretic, Horace Walpole. — All her 

representations 
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representations were inefiectua,!, Uiough 
conveyed thrpugli the chaonel of the Pope's 
nuncio, and her partizans at the French 
court bestirred themselves to no purpose. 
Not even the orthodox caase of the Preten-i 
der could move a Cardinal. The Cardinal 
thwarted) instead of encouraging, his de- 
signs. 

It might be supposed all the devout part 
of the French court would be against him: 
but here he displayed consummate art 
Something so cajoling, — such an air of 
meekness and benignity softened his man- 
ners and deportment. He seemed so hum- 
ble and disinterested ; in every step he made 
to the height of power, he advanced 
with such reluctance, — he yielded to the 
importunities of his friend^, — he submitted 
to the burthen of government, solely for 
the public good, no idea of seM-gratiiica- 
tion entf^red his mind. A simplicity so 
truly evangelic, coloured these appearances, 
he had what, in the language of mysticism, 
is called such an unction, that all the pious 
were edified and delighted. The whispew 
-of devotion, the murnmrs of zeal, conspired 
o foK 
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for tbt good Cartlinal. The tribe df feiiidte 
Sefttofs befViended him with tlieir usual 
irarmth ; during the whole of his aly and 
oblique' progress, they cheered hrift in hi* 
diflStnilties, sympathized in his mortifica- 
tions, and exulted in his triumph. 

But if France and England remained 
stedfast to the treaty of Hanover, the other 
contracting party, Prussia, was not thought 
equally so. None of the German prince* 
were disposed to draw do\vTi up(Sn them- 
selves the resentment of the Emperor. 

The states of Italy observed the cautiou* 
policy of the feeble. They were jealous and" 
apprehensive of the court of Vienda, but 
were in no haste to declare themsifilve*. Vrc^ 
tor Amadeus, King of Sardinia, maintained 
his character of a ttiost refined and vwtwer- 
ing politician. 

The procrastinating forms of the Dutch 
government stil! implied and embarrassed 
its- ultimate decision : but the Dutch were 
too much interested against the company 
of Ostend, fevoured and encouraged by 
tile treaty of Vienna, to create a douW 
OS to. the part they would settle upon. 

The 
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Cbarles, that, at bis death, they took mea- 
sures to prevent the return of the like evila. 
They began by setting aside the Duke of 
xtive, 
king, 
ate, to 
; and 
tionai 
ended 
imme- 
jn in- 
n cor- 
jstitu- 
every 
s and 
time 
le and 
towed 
ed to 
jf the 
igland 
mea-. 
corn- 
red in 
at the 
—one 
under 
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advanced a body of troops to tlie coast of 
Galicia. The Emperor at the same time 
was to have troops in readiness at Ostend. 

On tJhe summons of Sir Charles Wager, 
Kussia was compelled to give up her naval 
preparations ; and the vhole of this exten- 
sive scheme in favour of the Pretender, fell 
to the ground. The King of Denmark 
bad declared himself. The Danish fleet 
joined the British admiral. Tlie King of 
Sweden too was encouraged to manifest bis 
favourable dispositions; and the effect' of 
money on the new and ill-compacted forms 
of the Swedish government was powerfully 
accelerated. Sir Charles completely ful- 
filled his mission. 

The hopes of Ripperda, which these 
events inevitably sunk and had a tendency 
to destroy, were however a little revived 
and reanimated by what happened iu the 
year 1727. 

The King of England met his parliament 

in January of this year. In his speech 

from the throne, he affirmed the existence 

of a secret treaty betweea the courts of 

Vienna 
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Vi^t^pg aqd Madrid, a»d ^pepiSed tjielead- 
ifxg ajtip^Fs,' — the recovery of Gibraltar, a^4 
*l^.rcTpstabljsJiment of the Pjretendef. 
. ^^§^e^^ P^lm, Iqip^rial res^?^^ m 
J>9P4p% had the as^u^ipe tp pnf^ljs^ fs 
wenwnA in which, i^e flatly, co^itm^ieted 
^bp Ifjy»(B's4epWratiop».— ThiapipQe of ia- 
solence roused all the generous an^ ioya} 
feplfflB* of 9, British itarijan^ept- , 

Sir Robert Walpole moved an a4dr?^ 
'fejcpnwsing the high cesentmeat at the 
aS^oQiE Rnd indignity oSfered to tue sioft 
«»0re# Majffsty by the meomrial of M©bs. 
P«lqv «a4 ^'^ ^>^ insolence iin iprrntii^ and 
dit^ttslog the same tbnwgboat the Wag- 
dofB; jlpclarmg their utmost abborreoce of 
this audacious manner oi' appealing to thfi 
peo|^e:4gainst.ht& Majesty. 

This' address was warmly supportod by all 
tl]^fl[)Cflbh(tr9 who commonly voted in op- 
IKwticti to the cpuit; Sir William Wyi>d- 
batfi, Mr. Pulti^y, Mr. Shlppen; and car- 
riednnaoimously. How diflPerent/a. British 
parliament, from the assemblies whkb in 
other countries have been termed popular ! 
WhatQvex contests have arisen in its boaom, 
they 
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they have always been carried on with the 
spirit and feelings of Britons \ Its doors 
have been- ever shut to foreign influence and 
corruption. Such, has been the tesult of 
that curious and happy ■composition which 
presumptuous empyrtcism has loudly railed 
at,- but on which experience has impressed 
its seal. 

Monsieur Palm, was ordered forthwith to 
quit the- kingdom. - ■' 

While this was passing in Loudon,: the 
Spaniards had opened the trenches be- 
fore Gibraltar. The designs of the two 
courts, which had been long Tipen'ia'g in 
the silence and gloom of the cabinet, seem- 
ed approaching to a complete developement. 
But neither was much-in earnest. i < . 

The Emperor,, awfire' that the Ea^ish 
would intercept the gallions, and that the 
source df supplies would thereby be stt^ 
ped, thought it time to put an end to the. 
comedy with which he had amused the 
simplicity, of Madrid ; and concluded a 
separate accommodation. , 

The court of Madrid, opening at length 
its eyes to the ridiculous 6gure it had made 
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persevere in hostilities without any -hope of 
support: Preliminuy. articles were s^^ed, 
and a congress appointed to meet at Soissons 
to adjust ail unsettled -points of diflTerencr. - 
George tlie First, from whom Bipperdk 
expected zoal aod vigour in these difivr- 
ences. died in Juik, while on a visit to bii 
German dominions. 

' Having now no hopea of delivennice frbm 
abroad, he looked round him foi^thenicatia 
of escape, on vhich he was obstinately 
bent He was not so closely watched, as-not 
to have opportunities of discourse with the 
soldio^ who were placed to guard him. 
Oneof them, talking to him ashecunein 
with his dinner, had ofiiered to assist bun 
iu his flight: but, as at tliat time he looked 
to the movements in Europe for the reco- 
very of his liberty, be bad not thought 
proper to close with the ofler. 

The marvellous, which, characterized the 
whole of his life, attended him in bis con- 
finement. At a subsequent period, but be- 
fore hia hopes were quite extinguished, a 
youth of a lively fancy and bold stirring dis- 
positioi^ 
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pvsitiofi *, of tbe name of Gcxonuvo Emi- 
^oex. who vas. serving as page at Madrid, 
Uft iw exBfAByntenlt and cDtered the ser- 
viee of the alcayde of the castte, J^vidi a 
y'mm of being iostruteenta] in hisdeUver- 
aitce. He let pass tbi^ 0(^rtunity fike- 
wise; and he could scarcdy expiect tiyat 
fertuDe would send htip andtlier; M'hen the 
most singular of any presented itself. 
' Thia pait of his history la dUFereutiy' re- 
ktecL-i— Peiiiaps.the account which fjOUows, 
leatiogon so romantic a groundwork, may 
baueb^ dresfied out for the sake of fo- 
nuntic eifect. 

Among the persons vho visited tho 
alcayde'8 wife, was 9, young lady of a 
good family t, native of Tordesillas, but 
Tcsiding in Segovia. Her name was Dona 
Josepha Fausta Martina Ramos. She was 
df an agreeable peison and ardent volup- 
tuous complexion. She had given mpcl^ 
of her time to reading, and had not a little 
inflanud her imagination, sufficiently apt 

• Mozo de gran resolution y de mayor travervura. 
+' Ripperda's worits in his letter to bii I>«tela corro- 
Bpondsnt, Mr. Troyps: 
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to kindle, by the perusal of romances, and ' 
those parts of antlent history which, froia 
9n air of undefined grandeur, shed over tha 
events recorded and the pfirsonages that 
make a figure in them,^ have nearly the ef? 
feet of romances upon up. Ip her viaJFSt 
she became acquainted with Kipperidft-;- 
aud, though he was past the bloom ^nd 
vigour of manhood*, she saw something 
about him, connected with th^e events of 
his life, which riveted her fancy. In the 
laxness of confinement which prevailed at 
the castle, she had no difficulty in obtain* 
ing secret interviews with him, and wa» 
soon wholly abandoned to his wishes. He 
intimated how glad he- would be to escape 
from his prison. — " Why indeed, (said she) 
a departure from this place is equally de- 
sirable for me, as I am four months ad- 
vanced in pregnancy." They began to 
consult upon the means of accomplishing 
their project ; and it was resolved to con- 
cert the matter with his servant. 

* He wu so certainly, according to the account of 
l'Abb£ Montgon. Montgon could not be miBlakea at ' 
to Ilia appearance at least, 

Thif 



DiaitizedL; Google 



92 
'■ This servant was a Frenchman, a pleasant 
alert fellow, who had followed him from 
Holland. He had often been employed in 
bis amours, and never scrupled at any thing 
to serve his master. By his means, the 
corporal who had the inspection of Rip- 
perda's apartment, and the adjoining parts 
ofthe castle, was gained over; and thus 
a principal difficulty sumiounteA The 
time fixed, was a moon-light night in Sep- 
tember, the eve of a bull-feast, which would 
draw multitudes of people to the town, and 
give them an opportunity of proceeding 
Unsuspected. Very seasonably for their 
purpose, the alcayde and his wife were 
both confined to their chamber by illness. 
But on account of the infirmities of Rip- 
perda, and the gout with which be was 
grievously afflicted, it was impossible for 
him to travel in any other manner than in 
a chaise, and that with no great expedi- 
tion. If a pursuit should be immediately 
commenced against him, he must inevitably 
fall into the hands of his pursuers. With 
some difficulty, by promises and by earnest 
assurances that he would incur no serious 
danger, 
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danger, he persuaded his. servant4o remala 
behind him, and instructed lum how to act. 
He was to pretend his master could not 
leave bis bed, and receive his victuals as if 
for him, which, he was to eat himsetf. If 
any one asked to see his master, he was to 
say that he was, fast asleep. By this con- 
trivance, Ripperda promisedhhnself several 
days would elapse before his flight was dis- 
covered. 

Horses were engaged, which were to wait 
for him in a concealed place, at a short 
distance from the castle. He was to ride 
tq a villa|;e called Carbonefos, four leagues 
from Segovia, where there was an obscure 
Inn, and remain there till hewas joined by 
Dona Josepha and the corporal.-. 

Dona Josepha, was so full of the strange 
pilssjoD she had concaved f(H' h]m,'thatshe 
would be with him on the night of his 
escape, to lend him tier assistance. That' 
done, she and the, corporal' were to hire a 
carrii^e in .which they were tb drive to 
Carb<meros, and to take up Ripperda. The 
corporal had obtained a furlough to go and 
.Bpe his family. 

Every 
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Every thiag beiiig settled, Dona Joseptia 
got into the castle disguised in boy's clothes^ 
an4 by favour of the corporal found means 
to introduce herself into a little flower- 
garden, which was under the windows of 
Kipperda's apartment, and divided from the 
road only by a high wall. There she lay 
hid till the hour appointed, whieh was ten 
at B^ht. 

The servant had procured a ladder of 
ropes. As sobri as it struck ten, Rippcrda 
oauBipuflly descended into the garden. The 
gardiner'a ladder applied to the wall enabled 
him to get to the top, and ^the Jadder of 
ropes conveyed him to the other side, hh 
fair companion ^1 the time supporting hid 
infirm steps. 

He mounted 'tlie horse that.was waiting 
for him, and, accompanied by< a guide thttt! 
had beeu engaged and had ihlBcare of the' 
horses, rode oif for Carborieros. ■ They had' 
not gone far when tljey.ftU in with the- 
patrole, that went its nightly rounds near the 
castle. " Who goes there?" was cried out' 
to them; " we are strangers who, to avoi^ 
the heat of the sun, travel by night; can- 
you 
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yondirectrustJleshbrtwtwaytoCarbonSrOsr* 
The patrole gave them every direction, and 
«rishing them a^ good night, priieeeded in 
its round. 

The day was just dawning, when lUp- 
perdac sad the guide arrived at Cafbonerosu 
H& remained tliere two whole days^.cbui^^ 
rather to run tlie risk of being taketi, 
than disappoint the womili who bad' tA* 
enticed so much for him. 

Sh« took l^ve of ber jricads at SegbVn^ 
saying, she was ^ing on a visit to VaUd- 
dolid, and privately imeeting the corporal* 
she along with him hired a chaise to cvrty 
' them to VaUadolid ; but wheu thtiy g^t. t» 
Carbonetus) where they took up Kif^rda, 
th^ told t^e driver, that this iinex|wct«t 
^teetia^ had changed the plan «f tfeni 
Journey, and that he must proceed to tli? 
frontier of Pbrtuga). 

The fellow was not very willing t« abey; 
but rather than forfeit his hire, he preparotl 
himself to do so : but, when the travellers 
order-ed him to strike off the high load and 
avoid tlie great town% he looked i^n then 
as very suspicious persons and would have 
S nothing 
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nothing more to do with them. Upon 
which the corporal produced a pistol, and 
threatened to shoot him on the spot, if he 
did not perform what he was desired. 

As soon as Ripperda saw Dona Josepha 
at Carfaraieros, he loaded her with caresses, 
and called her his sister. It was agreed 
they should preserve this character duriog 
the journey. They two got into the chaise, 
and the corporal rode behind on a horse he 
had hired for the purpose. They proceeded 
along rugged unfrequented roads, which 
were often near shivering the chaise in 
pieces, stopping only at cottages and ob- 
scure villages. 

They were first informed they were in 
Portugal by the change of language. The 
first town in this kingdom they storied at, 
was Miranda de'Duero. 

Here the driver, exasperated at the trick 
which had been practised upon him, and 
the menace which had overcome his reluc- 
tance, wect to the alcayde or chief magis- 
trate of the place, and lodged his com- 
plaint. The corporal was summoned to 
appear before him, but getting his cue 
from 
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from Ripperda, no sooner was he in the 
presence of the m^istrate, than going up 
CO him and addressing him in a mysterious 
whisper; " Take care, (said he,) what you 
are about. My master is here upon an im- 
portant and secret affair of state, which is 
the reason he left Spain with so much pi*i- 
vacy. He is no less a man than Don An- 
tonio de Meodoza, nephew to Don Diego 
de Mendoza Corte Real, secretary of state 
to his Portuguese majesty." 

Ripperda had read in the papers, that 
such a person was shortly expected that 
way, and readily assumed his name. 

The magistrate, astonished at what the 
corporal had told him, knew not how to 
make sufficient reparation for his mistake. 
^e was on the point of sending the driver 
to jail; '" Never mind that fellow, (said the 
corporal,) but go immediately and see and 
get horses, and a convenient vehicle for 
his excellency. Be sure you do not say a 
word to any one, of a stranger's passing this 
way." 

The horses and chaise were soon at the 

door, and Ripperda continued his journey 

u to 
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to Oporto under the name of Don Antonfo' 
receiving every where the roost prompt 
obedience and obsequious attention. At 
Oporto he embarked for England, accom- 
panied by his paramour and thecorporal. 
Tlie vessel was forced by contrary wind» 
intoCorlce, but in the beginning of October, 
he landed at Comb-Martin in Devonshitv, 
and passed a few days at Exeter. 

Nine days passed at the castle of Segovia, 
without any suspicions of Ripperda's being 
missing, tbe servant obeying the direc- 
tions he had received on parting with his 
master; butat the end of tliat time no siga 
appearing of Ripperda, the governor was 
influced to examine his apartment. Find- 
ing him gone, he had nothing left but 
to interrogate tlie 3er\'ant; who answered 
shortly that he did not know where hia 
master was; that he had been tfaer^ not 
to guard him, but to serve him. 

TIk governor hastened to rtotify tbe 
circumstance to the court. It being as- 
certained that it was more than a week 
since be had escaped, there was no hope 
of overtaking him. A letter was written 
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to tbe foreign ministers, deairing he might 
be delivered up in case he took refuge in 
any of their mastere' dotninions. The ser- 
vant cxporicHced sufficient lenity ; be was 
lentesced to six years* iinprisonment: but 
it was not long before he c^t^ned- his li^ 
berty. He immediaedy set'ofi^ utd-joided 
his master in £nglaDd.: 

As soon as Ripperd&'s fiight vas publicly , 
knoim, various were tbe cobjectiues aa to 
tlie road he had takan, and his alCimate 
destination. Some affirmed he.bad directed 
himself to a port in Biscay, and would take 
shipping for Bralnnt, where his eldest son^ 
whom he had left at Vienna, tlien mis) 
others sent him to Gibraltar. — ^Tbese Varii 
ous and ill-founded Cftnjectures are to be 
seen in the newsp^rs of the time. ' 

When Ripperda left Rstter for Lo&don,^ 
he was met, on the western rosd, by the ' 
Under-Secretary of state, whom ministers 
had sent for that purpose ■; and- a coach- 
and-four conveyed him to Eton ; where he 
was privately lodged in an apartment 'be-' 
Itmgitig to Dr, Bland) bead-master of Eton 
school. 

H 2 Lord 
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Lord Tovnshend waited upon him, and 
applied himself to draw from him, by ex- 
traordinary marks of attention, the fullest 
and most accurate information respecting 
the Kcret articles of the treaty of Vienna. 
At first, he kept himself pretty much in 
retirement in London ; but afterwards be 
took a handsome house in Soho-square, 
hired a villa with extensive gardens in the 
neighbourhood of town, and displayed his 
wealth in an expensive manner of living. ■ 
His wealth was considerable. He had 
large sums in the principal banks in 
Europe. He expected not to be idle in 
England, and to gratify .his resentment 
against Spain. Peace v^ POt <»tablisli(d 
between the two countries. On the death 
of George the Fii-jt, the adherents of the 
Pretender laboured to spread an opinion, 
thiU his , successor would not ascend the 
throne without a considerable opposition. 
The King of Spain eaught at this sugges-. 
tion, and interposed delays in the accom- 
modation with England. He relied on tb« 
intrigues carried on in his favour at the. 
French court, and was in hopes of getting 
pos- 
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possession of Gibraltar while the negocia- 
tion coDtimied lingering. He agaia opened 
his ears to the court of Vienna, which 
thought itself interested to prevent a final 
arrangement. The result was, tliat the 
English aod Spaniards persevered in hosti- 
lities against each other, and a small cir- 
cumstance might carry the rupture to a 
coniirmed warfare. While things remained 
in this state, Ripperda was listened to by 
ministers; letters passed between him and 
Sir Roliert Walpole. He was busy in pro- 
posing plans and projects of attack upon 
Spain, thougli these met with a cold re- 
ception. He had acquired a tolerable 
knowledge of the English language, and 
began to indulge hopes of a considerable 
place in the ministry. 

^The forms of the English government 
afford liberal encouragement to talents and 
industry; but there is a circumstance iu its 
constitution which shuts those by-paths 
of intrigue, and mere courtly accomplish- 
ments, which conduct men to greatness in 
other countries. The two houses of parlia- 
ment may be said to be the sole avenues to 
power. 
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power. Up one of these areuues the poli* 
tical candidnte must advance, and here no 
empyrical pretentions will abide the test. 
He must dispute every inch of ground with 
pertinacious rivals; he will be rigorously- 
scrutinized and searched; he will be at- 
tacked ; — he must defend himself. To be 
finally victorious, he must attack in hrs 
turn ; — he will be answered. Not that a 
lively tiuagination and showy eloquence 
will cany away every honour. The variety 
of popular discussion affords room for every 
kind of talents. Slower but useful parts, 
substantial learning, mature prudence, will 
meet with their reward. Perhaps there are 
as many instances of the success of these 
unostentatious qualities as of the more briU 
liant and noisy triumphs. 

Tlie treaty of Seville, concluded in the 
latter end of 1729, crushed at once his vain 
speculations and robbed him of his transient 
importance. All differences being termi* 
nated with Spain, no information he could 
give was any longer of use, and he carried 
with him the bitterness of a visionary and 
neglected projector. 

He 
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He amused himself by walking occasion- 
ally upon the Exchange, and mixing in the 
groupes of inercliants. He speculated in 
the funds with success. He had recourse 
to gardening and ccmntry improvements; 
but private life had no objects on -which 
his mind could fasten. The tame tran- 
quillity of England was not at alt suitable 
to him. He was resolved to embaric for 
the Contiaent, where some scheme might 
offer itself in tlM complex multiplicity of 
its government's and principalities, and the 
restless fluctuation of its poUtics, winch 
night fall in with his pantings for a situa- 
tion of amlwtious activity *. 

He had come to this determination ; when 
the authors of the Craftsman thought pro- 
per to insert a violent paragraph against 
him, in which he was called an *' aban- 
doned prostitute.". 

He conceived himself pointed to the 

* The Spanish aulhor, in his account of Ripperdii's 
residence in England, displays a CDnsummateignurunce 
of the government and manners of tlie country. With 
Inspect to the cLaraoter and conduct oi the subject of 
his history, he seems never to tiave caujjht the clue .of 
them. 

public 
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public contempt and indignation ;- and col' 
Jecting the property he had in England, 
he no longer delayed his departure, but 
set sail for Holland in the year 1731, 
after having discharged the vehemence of 
his pasaions in curses, both against Spain 
and England. . He embarked on board a. 
vessel he had bought for the purpose; and 
he bad some extraordinary design in bis 
thoughts, as he directed the vessel to be in 
readiness to sail to any part of the world 
he might order. 

His Segovian mistress had borne him a 
son, soon after her arrival in England, who 
was baptized in the Sardinian chapel by the 
name of John de Ripperda. 

He arrived at the Hague in Nov. 1731. 
No sooner was he here, than be cast round 
an anxious look for some country where 
he might find employment adequate to his 
hopes. He first directed his eyes to the 
North of Europe; and Muscovy presented 
a spectacle which strongly provoked his 
wishes aijd ambition. 

A woman was upon the throne of that 
mighty empire. An uncontrolled and un- 
shackled 
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shackled despotism prerailed, whicli mi§1ft 
exalt the meanest and overthiow the 
highest ; but lately introduced in the num- 
ber of civilized goveramenta, it had not 
shaken off the features of Barbaric incon- 
stanijy and caprice. N6ne of those forms, 
those usages, those plausibilities, had yet 
arisen from general knowledge and rcBncr 
ment which wind in^perceptihly roubd a 
government, pCHse its movements, give a 
system to what is by its nature irregular^ 
and prescribe an uniform march to arbitrary 
power. Here adventurers had risen with 
singular rapidity and been crowned with the 
most brilliant success. Ripperda framed 
an epistle for the Empress, in hopes of ob- 
taining not only permission to go to her 
dominions, but something like an invita^ 
tion. This he sent to the grand chancellor 
of tlie Empire, Count Osterman, to be de- 
fivered to the Empress. Count Osterman 
answered him in a cold and general manner, 
that the dominions of the Empress were 
open to every one who did not come with 
any circumstances of suspicion, and of 
course to him. 

This 



Digitized by GOOJ^Ie 



106 

' ^his indeed was a peroiissien, but was by 
no means what be looked for. It con* 
founded, him in the crowd. It promised 
him no distinction. It encouraged no 
ambitious hope. He might live there, 
and tliat ^Fas all. So he might have 
lived iu England ; so he might almost 
any where else*. He was sinking into 
despondency, at the prospect of passing the 
remainder of his days in obscurity and 
tianquillity; when he formed an ucquaint- 
ance with a man who pointed bis views to 
another quarter of the world. 

Id the course of the piratical and preda- 

* llie Spanish autbor repeatedlyaffirnoE, tbatlie wai 
partued in eweiy couiilry where he touk refuge, by the 
applications of the Spanish ambassadors that he should 
be expelled, and even delivered up. It is very uncertain, 
whether the court of Madcid had any anxiety hpoo the 
«Dhject. The tittle care and vigilance with whi«h be was 
Utterly giMrded at Segovia, made it geoeratly beliered 
that it wBi with its counivance be escaped. But however 
that might be, whoever koows the government of Eng- 
land, knows, that no ^plications could infringe upon 
his security there. It was not the permission of the 
kipg which protected him, 1)ut the lavs and constitu- 
tion of t^e country. 

tory 



Digitized by Google 



107 

tory hostilities perpetually carried on by 
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flatter tbe pride of the Emperor, antl confer 
a lustre oa his government, to have a dis- 
carded prime minister of Spain is bis ser- 
vice. 

He accordingly waited upon him, and 
showed him the northern shores of Africa 
inhabited by a wailike people, enemies to 
Europe, and particularly to Spain, who only 
'wanted a statesman and a leader to execute 
some great enterprize. — '* Wliere can tbe 
talents and bold spirit you possess, exert 
themselves in a manner more soothing^ to 
your feelings and agreeable to your wishes, 
or with a brighter prospect of making your 
name resound through the whole world? 
The Moors, the Algerines,the Tunisians, the 
Tripolitans; — join them in alliance; direct 
thetrfbrces into one combined plan of ope- 
ratron, and let ungrateful Spain tremble!" 

These exhortations, and the vievs they 
opened, sunk into the mind of Ripperda. 
His Castilian paramour was inflamed at th? 
glory which they promised. The spectacle 
of Barbaric manners and Barbaric achieve- 
ments was powerfully calculated to u'ork 
upon her imagination. She was impatient 



Digitized by GOOJ^Ie 



109 

to be transportai to those regions where 
the character of man kindled at the rays of 
the sua, and of which she had read so much 
in Spanish romances. 

A particular -circumstance at this time 
made her favour the scheme with extraor- 
dinary warmth. She had received intel- 
h'gence that the Duchess of BJpperda in- 
tended coming in pursuit of her husband. . 

Pressed, therefore, by his own ambition 
and her encouragements, despairing of any 
suitable employment in any part of Europe, 
indulging too the spirit and disposition of an 
exile, by the vrageance he should inflict to 
make Spain repeat of having discarded him, 
he closed with the offers of the Mooriah 
ambassador, who stipulated that he. should 
be received with every honour by the Em- 
'peror Muley Abdallah; aud assured him 
lie could soon be called to the highest 
dignities of the empire, and be entrusted 
with the guidance of all its forces. 

Nothing but the most desperate ambi- 

tion could tempt any man to put himself 

in the power of Muley Abdallah. He was 

son of Muley Ishmael, who died in 1727. 

The 
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The inimitable pen of Addison has bestow* 
cd celebrity on Ishmael*. 

AnSarq^eancanscarcelycredit thecruel- 
ties these two princes were in the daily liabits 
of committing. They frequently .inflicted 
death with their own hands. No one ap* 
proKhed them, from the highest to the 
lovest, without imminent danger of falling 
victim to their barbarity or wantonness. 
They ^rould discharge loaded guns at their 
courtiers, or plant a spear in their bosoms 
without any motive but mere amusement. 

The refugees fr^n Europe did not in 
general find tlieir condition in Barbary 
vCTy agreeable. Besides the horrors of 
unlimited despotism which hung over 
them, in the same manner as on the rest of 
the people, jtbey were the objects of general 
detestation, and entirely excluded from 
society. They were most of them atrocious 
criminals, polluted with blood, who fled 
from the vengeance of the laws f. Some of 
them, 

* Read ihe whole Number la of tlie FreeboUer. 
What is there said oflshmael, is equally true ^Abdullab. 

■f 1 believe tbo number of European refugees in R&r- 
bary, is at present very inconsiderable. In Morocco, 
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Emperor. Before his departure from Hol- 
land, he put all his pecuniary aifairs under 
the management of a Mr. Troyes, a. mer- 
chant in Amsterdam, with whom he had 
correspiHided while in Spain. Some of his 
money he had remitted in bills of exchange 
to Barbary; the greater part of his fortune 
lie left secured in Europe. Having ^om-' 
pleted these arrangements, he set sail from 
Amsterdam accompanied by DonaJosepha, 
hia French servant, and a French cook he 
had hired to attend him. He arrived ■at 
Tangier in November 1732. He formed an 
acquaintance with many of the Jew- mer- 
chants established there, and obtained Axim 
them lights respecting the country he was 
coming to reside in. He did not, however, 
lemaiu long at Tangier, but with letters 
of introduction and recommendation from 
Perez, repaired to Mequinez, theresidenc« 
of the Emperor. He met with a. distin- 
guished reception at his court as he had 
been promised, and began to prepare him- 
self for the very unpleasant ceremony he 
bad to undergo. 

it 
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• IX was impqaj^ible for^nt't^.-occupj^-aoy 
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sured his mflBter, it was a there firide; But, 
when it camrto the maatci^ turC) be imM 
Dot so fertniiftte^ Tbe (^>enitiM- tHhtt mei 
ekkatally, or froin a secret spite, «*(!»» 
slip wit^ )n» knife, and the bleedisg]HtUt]M 
iras carried liome in a svoobi. Tb« Cbns' 
tians:of Mequincz, put up devout prajier^ 
for B. judgement ; it did not p)e«9tt- H«aVM 
to gratify them, fiippcida in the eil're- 
coTcred, bat was bag confined to his houe 
by the ccwsequience^ of his wousd, dnd ire 
noay suppose was net mvch edified withthe 
ftrat taste he boA of his pew reltgioK. He 
would faaveiiwnd has sJck-roofR intoleeabte^ 
had it not been for Irequettt visits iVon-'a 
most pleatairi: origkt^.'Cliia wasl^e Rev. fta^- 
therBosset, aFrenchinan,»i«neg«do«iOB)[; 
vita, shiee his change of ttligioui crodj. 
caHed himself AIS Den. He wa> a debau- 
chee of uabomaded ttavtvialitjr and gottd 
humoun H« bad nut kuig been a mooki 
Jriien, the rules- of monastic cdibncy aift 
«t all agneiitg \rith hta coastitatiba, ht 
fnsaed tiver to Engiaod and- aiquoed ^ 
Cadiolk iattfa. StHi st^i^ened , an ' tlie 
Tariet;y and porniaxhenaiTBaeM s>£hU tJHtais 
by 
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gardens and kave thdir regular sowings anJ 
harvest round their encampment. On' the 
other hand, these were scarcely interrupted 
in their excursions. 

Ripperda con verted thisirregular blockade, 
into a regular siege. Some French Hugunot 
engineers were engaged to- direct the ope* 
rations.' He himself headed the besieging 
troops: and, parties of the garrison sallyMg 
forth, some pretty sharp contests took place. 

He had the misfortune to lose his French 
servant. Full of enterprize and wishing to 
distinguish himself, the unfortunate fellow 
had ventured to^go into the town as a spy. 
He was discovered, and handed over to 
the Inquisition, who aftec a short process 
gave him a copious foretaste of the tor* 
mcnts he had to expect in another world, 
^^lis, indeed was; a bad case; three times 
Ijad he accompanied his master in a change 
of religion; — a Protestant in Holland,,* 
Catholic in Spain, neither one not the othe» 
in England, a Af ussulman in Barbary. 
, Ripperda was convinced he could-m^ks 
little progress^in this, or any other attempt 
with the Mooi'ish troops, umUsciplined and 
tumul- 
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tumultuary as they were. He was coh- 
iirmed in this opinion, by a variety of little 
encounters b6 had with the Spaniards along 
the coast. On.all these occasions, his friend 
the gallant Father Bosset, otherwise Ali 
Pen, rode at the head of a party of horse, 
and behaved with the most distinguished 
intrepidity. He resolved, in prosecution of 
his projects of ambition and vengeance, to 
new-model the military establishment of 
Morocco; indeed, to give a new face and 
bearing to the whole empire. He considered 
himself in the situation of Peter the Great 
of Russia; destined to fetch order and power 
put of the confusion and feebleness of bar- 
barism. 

Whatever forces lie scattered in the 
irregular, ill cemented mass, which is deno- 
minated the empire of Morocco, — they are 
wielded by a single hand. The Emperor 
19 armed with a deiipotism which no barrier 
checks, which no one circumstance quali- 
ties or moderates, Acccurding to the wa.- 
verings of his whim and caprice, he dis- 
poses of the lives and , property of his sub- 
jects. No.orderly array of manners stands 
before 



Digitized ty Google 



lid 

befbte his throne. The highest of his ini- 
fiistert, his had coftfounds with the mean- 
hst df his slaves. He raises or dashes to 
the ground, without any rule t6 direct him, 
6r opitiion which cotnitiands his fe^>ect: 
The grarid trensurei- shall be employed td 
Catch his spittle, and a groom of his stablet 
to negotiate a treaty. All fugitive phan- 
toms representing him alone ; to^ay, A 
man shall be adored as prime minister; 
to-morro# be stripped to his shirt, aftU 
receive five hundred blows 6n his bare but- 
tocks. The character and tendencies of 
Such b goverhtfient are impressed on every 
part of the circumference through which it 
extends. If they are discernible in the 
iwtverty and iVrCtchedness of the people, 
ifrey are equally so iu the bbod whicK 
iitaifts the palace of the Sovereigfi, 

The bealgnity of nature is attested to 
ihe weary traveller, by the smiling harvests 
Which wave arouftd him in some pafts ; the 
"Orchards loaded with fruit; the gardens 
of 'delicious verdure and fragrance, which 
'relieve his thirst and receive him in their 
Iftieiidly shades. But it is not long before 
he 
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m-tiie imfnenee tracts of desolation which. 
extend before his aching eight. . If ever the 
ideaof tHdepeadeDceobtrades itself in hia 
progreis, it is in the pei^ons of some faiiaiica 
aad impostors who call , themselvtis aaiAta, 
and who have little principalities in the 
bosom of the entire. The great body of 
the infaabiUnta consists of Moors, properly 
so called. But on this dusky canvass 
arise various ihades and distioctions. Mol* 
titudei of negroes were introdoced by Ma« 
ley Ishmael, who vas himself the ofispriog 
of, a negro mother. They vere supposed 
to excaed the number of a hundred thou* 
sand. 

~ Tcibes of wandering Arabs are perpetually 
in motion. They pitch their tents where* 
ever they arc invited by the luxuriancy of 
Vegetation. Having exhausted one spot, 
they migrate to another. ' 

A few renegddoes and Christian slaves 
reUevi6 the gloom, of this sao-bumt popula- 
tion, 

The power of, an Emperor of Morocco 
has no limits, and neither his person nor 
reign , 
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reign aoj iwUrity. He is perpetually to-' 
flicting death, and io perpetual apprehcDr 
sions of it. Scarcely is one rebellion sup-< 
pressed, when another arises ; never is hU 
bosom entirely guarded against the dagger 
of a competitor. A% the sceptre is not trails* 
mitted by any recognized rule of succes- 
sion, no sooner has the Emperor expired, 
than all hia sons*, by liis numerous wives 
and concubines commence a bloody con- 
test.' He \rfao is supported by'tbe largett 
and. most determined party, obtains a tem-> 
porary ascendant. Theaon by the deceased 
Emperor's favourite woman, has the advaiiT 
tage of arrangements made to open .hU 
way, 

Maley Ishmael had brought the negroes 
to serve as a guard to the Prince upon tb^ 
throne, and restrain his other subject^ ; hut 
diey soon grew mutinous, and whtle they 
oppressed the people, became formibable t9 
the possessor of government. 

T|iey constituted the principal strengtl; 

* ftf ul<^ Iibmael h^ no less th^ niae hundred »ons, 
and tbree hundred daugblera. A whole towp was peo- 
pled with his offspring • *■ 

of 
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of, the .arip.y,^to ivliich Ripperda first turned 
bw attention. The remainder was niade 
up of hasty levies from the provinces, irre-. 
gularly armed with muskets and lancea, pt.. 
cross-bows, slings, and clubs, for the most 
part fighting on horseback. ' 
, JSfVery Moor is a,«oldier, and bound to 
perform military service, when summoned* 
into the field. The negroes were intended 
for a. chosen band, to fight about the per- 
son of the Emperor. They were conse- 
f^ated by the most tremendous ceremonies 
of superstition. 

, The only order of battle the Moors arc 
9cqu^inted with, is a crescent; in which 
whatever infantry they have, occupy the 
middle, and the hoi-se execute their evolii- 
ttons on the wings. In rushing upon the 
f nemy, they set up the most hideous shouts. 
While Ripperda yfa.s busy in his n^w capa* 
city of general, and introducing a number 
of reforms^poHtical as well as military, ho 
>ra3 informed of a decree in which the King 
of Spain deprived him of his Dukedom, 
and degraded him from the rank of Grandee. 
He be^rd at the same time of a considerable 
Spanish 
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Spanish expedition, for the conquest ^f 
Onn. Oran belongerl to the Algerines. )[t 
was now expedient to concert measures q^ 
defencewith this power; and the scheme of 
ttnitiDg* all the states of Barbaiy against 
Spain, strongly pressed upon his mind. 
'. The Aigeririe^ and the inhabitants of 
Tunis and Tripoli-, that extend beyonii 
them to the confines of Egypt, are of a 
political description quite different from 
the empire of Morocco. These four, be- 
ginning with Morocco, occapy in this 
order the whole line of coast, from the 
straights of Gibraltar to Egypt. Morocco 
turns down the- angle, and stretches along 
the AtHntic as fer as Cape iJon. They are 
known by the name of the Piratical States 
iof-Harbary. 

■ The system of piracy which has fixed 
upon them this name, may ^be traced back 
to the close of the fifteenth century. The 
Turkish power was then at its height^ 
while its armies carried terror along the 
banks of the Danube, to the walls of Vienna; 
fleets of Driganlines issued from the ports 
in the Levant and the islands of the Ar- 
1 chipelago, 
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fSbipeUgo, |>reying indiscrimiaately on the 
tammetce of all Christian states. But Spain 
and Italy, suffered most from the desperate 
valour and' enterprizing spirit which hur« 
jied altmg their barbarous crews. Often 
would they land, carrying away the for- 
tunes of tlie inhabitants, and even whole 
iainiliei. Towns were scarcely secure from 
tiieir attempts. These crews were not select-^ 
ed from any one nation; they did not dis- 
play any authorized flag. Their comman- 
ders were not appointed by any potentate 
or government ; the majority of them were 
indeed Turks, and they paid an irregular 
obiedience to Con«tantinopl«. But they 
admitted natives of att countries, and a 
military tumultuary choice assigned the 
command to the most daring of the motley 
multitude. They ranged along every shore 
which circumscribes the Mediterranean, 
cairying ofFprizesin on? place and selling 
them in another, exhibiting the grotesque 
and not uninteresting spectacle of un- 
daunted courage, wild festivity, warlike 
magniBceuce, and careless profusion. 
The convenience of the African coast 
tempted 
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tempted mem to some establishments near 
tlie creeks and harbours; their numBers 
■were increased hy the Moors who were 
expelled from Spain. At length, in the 
early j)art of the sixteenth century, Ho^c 
a native of Lesbos, who got the name of 
Baibarossa from his red beard, the most re- 
noVned pirate of the time, took regular 
possession of Algier;; and from him has 
rolled, down a stream of blood, a govern- 
ment of a most singular complexion. 

This government is in the hands of 
between fourteen and eighteen thousand 
Turks scattered over the extent of the Al- 
gcrine territories. These Turks as they 
call themselves, are composed of robbers^ 
murderers, malefactors of every descrip- 
tion, the refuse of the levant; to whom 
agents established in diiferent parts of the 
Turkish empire, add occasionally children 
whom they kidnap. The recruits are 
brought to them by ships whom they send 
TO the different ports for the purpose. The 
supply is never more than five hundred a 
year ; sometimes three or four years elapse 
V'ithout a single recruit. 

The 



Digitized by Google 



133 

The sovereign* of Algiers, have this fea- 
ture in comnion with the Mamalucks, who 
govern Egypt. The means which nature 
has provided for the Continuatioa of the 
human species, produce no effect among 
thtfm. The nartie of an Algerine Turk^ is 
in execration all over Turkey. ; tio Turkish 
woman will so much as hold, conversation 
with one, math less be tempted to his 
.embraces; instances have occurred' of 
Turkish women driven by storms into the 
ports of Algiers, whom all the intreaties of 
the Dey could not persuade toaccq>Cof a 
palace he offered them during their tem- 
por^y sta>y.. The Algerine Turk will 
seldom stoop to a Moorish woman ; and as 
the offspring of their union would not be 
deemed Turks, nor entitled to their privi' 
leges,' the appetites of nature are' satisfied 
with unnatural indulgencies, and the gene- 
ration that disappears, is succeeded by ont 

which comes froiii abroad. 

This Turkish soldiery have at' tbeic head 3 

Dey whom they elect among themselves; 

and invest with the cafetan, the ensign of 

command. Almost always this robe is died 

with 
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with thtt blood of his predecesisor. As long 
as he can keep it about hts shoulders, fai* 
power has no assignable limits; he deddM 
on peace and war, levies taxes, disposes oJ^ 
Omployments, and direct* all affiain both 
foreign and domestic, without control -or 
responsibility. But the nal limit* are in 
the violence and insurrection- which bre^ 
out on the leaat disooatent. There is acaredy 
an instance of a Dey's closing fajs Glt^ 
under the hand of nature. Yet, precarious 
as his power is, he generally ezerciscs U 
ktthout moderation or mercy; he is tu** 
wiae sparing of irritation andofl^ce, thougli 
the dagger awaits him, at the eud of a i^ort 
career. ,. . , 

The naval force of Algiers, constitutwt 
the whole of its strength ; it has no lamy, 
but the few Turks who disdun all siibordi* 
nation or discipline, and a. Moorish cavalry 
aaseoibled and composed in thismanner^rrv 
On report of a threatened invasion, the Bey 
tends touiul his conimasds; the country 
pnf^tnount their horses, and armed vitk 
whatever weapons they can procure pour 
diMT-o to the sea ahore. Its naval fonce haa ' 
varied 
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varied at different times; seldom have its 
ships ventured much beyond the Medi- 
terranean ; yet in the mIddJe of the seyen- 
teeritfa century, when its ports sent out sixty- 
five of a large size, they extended their 
cruizes far into the ocean, and even ap- 
proached the British shores. Tlieir number, 
fell to nineteen or twenty; and since the 
early part of the last century, to fourteen of 
different descriptions ; which is the present 
number. The territory produces no timber; 
a Kttle is procured from Mogadore in the 
empire of Morocco, but the greater part of 
the vesseb are present* from European 
•tates, whom they mtimidate I^ menaces 
of war. They extort powder and ammuni- 
tion by the same means. Tunis and Tripoli, 
are governments built on the same' founda- 
tion as Algiers^ and composed of the same 
ckmesti, di4^rmg only m being on a smaller 
scale. AH three are wholly foreign ; thft 
natK-e pqiulation is crushed beneath "an 
«on yoke; the government of Morocc6 
a)»n«, ■» of African growth. The Emperor* 
are descended from areligions impostor who, 
«bcnrt tflie year IffOO, under the name" of 
Cherif, 
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Clieri^ which has been transmitted to . tt>Q 
Princes deriving from him, rendered hiip- 
self successively master of the province* 
vhich compose this empire. The Moors 
soon imitated the example of piracy set to 
them by their neighbours. The town oC 
Sallee possessed a precarious and quali6ed 
indepeodeoce. - It regarded itself as a com- 
monwealth under the protectioiti of the 
Moorish emperors ; it was governed by its 
own municipal laws and regulations. From 
this spark of liberty, was kindled a vtery 
active spirit of naval enterpriae. . The 
Sallee rovers were renowned for _thp bold- 
JKSB and extent of their depredation*. B(»t» 
some time before the arrival of Ripperda, th? 
entrance into the harbour was nearly chQK€4 
up with sand. He had cherished the hope not 
only of driving the Spaniards from the shores 
of Africa, but, at the head of the united and 
disciplined Barbarians, of invading Spain. 
He discovered the impossibility of con- 
ducting them to a scheme requiring so much 
combinatiou in the planning, and constaAr 
cy and perseverance in the execution. 
Notwithstanding the Algerines sent a fle^t 
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«a s»v wM 1>t9Hgt>S mf taws '9f9j^t 
Beli to Oppspe. thf ^ttmpt <>£ fte ^fianiiii:* 
npaoOtsn,. |he toviB fsU i!it(x<)iwtl»n4»i 
Shit con^uftK w«s jeMevad te ■*? fiflBRt 
de Muntemar, 7hf Moore. w$ie oTiommit 
in a gfiiiecal mgagement l?£^f Cent^/ssd 
the uHitarjt ap«catiotv> of Bipps!i!i« »■«» 
not more fortunate, than had been hjft B?rr 
fomnnoo in thf cspspity of (i^wsjei.. ; He 
M tfium/tfl thii \\\f q|^ sflP'WWWt. 

Jfgley Al>«fell?h tiafl jijipoiiitei) him M^ 
fendi, or prime minister; and he had^^g 

»«■»»»»« sf*o wrsiMS of tl"P ¥wsh 

•Ptofe rfveijijpt ^is^ffQip ftAiftl) 9f WOT 
Sft'rif of qaiiff)nigtfa»,, 5^Qcord^g t^ ,t)(j 
Mgi»la*i0S:,9fi fto K«ffli W WWi^.,<i« 
»B0!> t))g J^wi c^tojirftoifsp ^1)4 ejif^fg 
^ff ;: fr'b»t« fj'f.tfjd aqcf JufefSi 

the form of presents. The whole, if /vglf:^ 

My fJpHsoJfl'i, yooW W9fM t? N^i""- 
ingd guj;^ of silver, ,fl«)|i yof,l^ jjlinif! 
llSn#loJ»s4 figtityifiye/fonndf Sttriing. 

:But tl)e .cflPec^li ,ia t^VjBr r^orlaf. 
J3)!»u(jh ,aK ;6»P6r9r i#ji((j jlajpijlisn 'S vf r 
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in extent of territory as low down a^ Capi 
Nod, yet his sovereignty in muchof this 
extent is merely nominal. The chains of 
mount Atlas, are occupied by a race of 
mountaineers whose depredations he is often 
unable to repress, and froin vhom he must 
be content with a slender and occasional 
tribute; ' > .! : ■ ! ■ ; ■■ - 

Th^ saints divert into thei^ own coffers 
the revenues around' them, allowing the 
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niot pnly vithout murmurs; but with zp* 
flause^byanignorantpei^Ie. TheysaWjWith 
pleasur^. twice the expence covered by the 
same quantity, of treasure. The foreign 
merchants quickly opened their eyes. As 
the coin had lost one half of its value, 
two pieces were demanded for what had 
before only cost one. 

Ripperda did not neglect this opportu- 
nity of improving his own fortune. He 
employed the Jews, who are the common 
brokers and negociators in all money-trans- 
actions, to exchange the base coin for good 



merchants 
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nerehiiitj «{ Mglm -Mio ^oM t1i« t^cilA 
of p'rlfllsM, thi tbmamU of the cotini'r^ 
fa aldo«e tdliray ii (hcif haSis. The^f 
are busy id cv«y brificli of the admials- 
•ratioi of thfe retenii*. thea- richk art 
not to them ptodiietlVe of any enjbyincnt • 
tiiey live in ciihsfailt alixit;ty ixid irhid. 
Some of their relations #hb escape tB Eti- 
rope, ate enibletl by bills of exchangii to 
taite thoit pUtanths fVbiH khi<:fi themselnfi 
»re fot evet exclbdM. The Conaiillb of 
Ripperdaj both aj aii t 
and a fVaudiiretit iiiini^ 
cttet^ the btttw dlscohi 
Mis Charafctet bf a rtne 
lirly Rked upoA tiim th 
Moort. Those who d 
sfelVei ambti^ his enen 
ttpott i;*hlch they ii 
gattd, hoping it WoUM 
aild inHtiUate itself tnl 
Ws disgrace at tWe coti^ 
»(*l*iiig animosity igalhit fi'Stt, Vfire fbl 
aie.jfti^e of facilititiWg *is iSiiiisSdti 
Jntfclllte' Moorish 'domffiioiiS; that 'heWia 
t tecM' uhderatanding'wit)) tlie SpJinikrHs) 
r.i.i.. ;" - and 
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jj^^ h^d cc^tribyted to pup tjjfm ^ p%- 
^essipn 9f Or&o; that he Wjfts l^otiriog \o 
^»vkr -tbem 'mutecs ^ some Jdogdc^ni ^fi 
. yV^ricft, wtiich B^3 to devolve tp an i^ant 
XlfSpfin. "I^i,tcoofeivfLbie,(tlicy.injSU{4ed^) 
,th^t.a JTiao pQssessing; lands apd boifours i{i 
^ollaiid, after haying ;plled fimjn^t env- 
jiioj^atonts in Europe^ :sho^ld come .to th^ 
^^otep^tof tJie WQfljd, myetyas^^fi- 
jre^urer to .s^k ,hU .fortune ?" TJje J^»]f 
jqii^ ia tlie c^tpour ^aipst ^ipi, jiQfl 
Httbliybcfl^sppip .(jf t|ie ^<;ife5^ in^whioh hp 
JI^,eii^lqyi^;Uie]^, xe^e^tii)g,a.tfix pf fpfiT 
duljlpops^a.day, whijdii^ji been.irapps^ 
upon them for his Support, The Emperqr 
;itra3[^er t^ ^tlie cl^35gfiS,Agfifn3t 

ihe , state pf the ppfii^wfeelic^llis^ 

» thatthe Empetors ofriyioroccp 

/ much regard to the vishea or 

feelings of their subjects, Jii^^erda h^ ^ 

nowerfiil protector at the court of M}\\^y 

;4Jb.4ilJfth- Thp ^fpperorls in<?tber* W:^* 

prinocM 

* T^ Spanish Autfapr gftjra jbe »u .an ^giUb 

^^Aii. . ■ Eurppeoa wivtteii have.o&ea ,b«eQ ia thp 

bu^ of ^£in^rora,(ll'M(>roc<». Jt is cv^i.a tb^t 

Mulejr 
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princess of a very warm conatitutida. 
Though covered with the frost of years, 
her amorous appetites were as importunate 
as ever. Her wants had been supplied by 
a Spanish renegado, whom she bad kept 
for that purpose; but at the sight of out 
veteran adventurer, she was seized with an 
unaccountable passion for him. The over- 
tures of a Queen of Morocco are not 
liable to misconstruction, and admit of no 
hesitation iu the person to whom they are 
made. He served her as well as be could, 
and she in return employed her tnfiuence 
bver her son to protect him frx>m his sub- 
jects. 

He was created a Bashaw, and became a 
principal favourite at the court of Mequlnez. 
But the heads he saw falling on every side' 

Muley lahmael bad an EnglUb concubine : but lo re* 
narkable a circumstance as an English woman's htTing 
given birth to Abddlah, must have been taken nottca o^ 
•ifter. bf Commodore Stewart, who visited Morocco 
during the life of Isbmael; or Captain Bnuthwaite, 
«bo was there a little after fait death ; and ndlher nten- 
tioni it. Abdallab hl^d an English monianj and th« 
present Emperor of Morocco is descended from her. 

of 
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of hio;!, t9u stroi^y reiiAraded him his turn 
jQight be next. His ambition was not 
9trong-nerved enough for such a daily 
spectacle. It had in a great measure eva- 
porated, and with it had fled his repose ; 
when the old Queen his protectresis was 
snatched from him by a violent death. 
■ A mortal hatred and rivalship subsisteci 
between her and the favourite wife of her 
son. Both were desirous of exercising uo- 
diyided and unlimited influence. The wife 
at last, tired of a competition which thwart- ' 
cd her, designs, put an end to it by a deci- 
sive blow. A. female attendant of the old 
Queen. W9S bribed to infuse a good portion 
of poison into a dish of coffee; which she 
had no sooner taken than she fell into 
convulsions, and three days after was no 
more. 

Ripperda had now every reason to expect 
a .prompt, deliverance from his earthly 
troubles ; when one of those revolutions, of 
vbich Morocco is frequently the theatr*^ 
gave ,him an opportunity of escapi^ig from 
his greatness, and conveyed him to a situa- 
tion of some security. 
,.i Muley 
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• 'to'ltfAMaiia ttthfete ViA tMUt m 
'miiltftuSes of lirefef oA 'whom hft ftthitllaa 



the falleu monarch, but fled to Tetuan. 
■ 'the Biihsw'ifTetda'n dklttidsMj autho- 
rity 'o'liera trict 6{ toritoty n'ot'oxdetaed 
In extent 'hy'^aiiykib^dbte ili'Biird^:'^ 
fn'tJletiloddy tftiigf^ts hetweeh tivaj Eta^ 
f eroi-s, ' Wie^kshaWj afe'accnrtdilttf to -WSS 
tfie ^^nt df the contest, fcsponsTrig liekfier 
side, but maiutamin^ (hfjlhselvte la B'slite 
of 
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«f iUependenoie. This mm the cftaduat 
furiu^ lO^ 1^ fidshaw <«£ Tetutn: and 
diktAqoiet vbiidi RtftpeiAa was B0t<^u9£6cd 
tor^joy, vas offerai to faiai ^ndu^fat* fpo- 



- iJetaaiL ^ands nbarly «|ip6»te to BIV 
*ytar, lit tfie iajjenigg of the Stw^Jw^ 
Its. aitarition -isiiafismg ground :betwe« 
two high mountrtiifl. It is five miteg 
frtim^bettta, with which it oomiBtiatcirtes 
iy ia rivCT. The iptospedt ^'w deijgbtfiii ;r- 
the >diBtiuit 36a ; the Ylrer winding Uirou^ 
the vaHc^.; the b^y ^j^escinc^ of 'Q»Ti; 
gstibm idfcBealMsttofthe-lafty anoWb- 
fauas, sfcireitEg ^tbB >gff^' •Otfneiy'fthh thri^ 
nlg^«d'^id>bHn«a.mks. IDie It0WB>ii>dIf 
i^pdor^rad'Althjr ; 'the.fltiottsmarroip, -uul 
ahnost covwed Ijy >tike ^ n^dtion of itbt 
hobaeB : - biit- tffaeirMley ifdow, dss Aed in all 
kbe <dnarau «>f 'DatUial ifitl-tiKty ;acti ;li^ 
nfttmkien, dprawnta<fti4nail;r iovitmg ap- 
pearance. .- , i 
. IJe»e>lhe^r«clKr 'inhabitants Ittve'tileir' 
vifiai. «Soitae;6f<thtHrdrereKtactneljr de^Mxtti 
built dfter '<the f&arfjfpaaa'^tbt^em, taadrM 
the newest taste of arcbitectate. .^^ShaytmB 
X embowered 
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itmhtmtred amoiig orange grovt^ tmi ne^ 
firesfaed by cascades and vatfi^- works.. . Ript 
Ipcrda ch6s<c cue of these as the place of his 
Wtvcment. He was accoinpaiued by Dona 
Josepha: and as he was plentifully soppKed 
with money, he wanted none of those o6n- 
venieocies or luxuries, which however sel- 
dcMn relieve in any great degree the ins^i- 
dity of an unoccupied life. 

The produce of the four quarters of the 
gldbe is poured into Tetuan. It receives 
from Fez not only the gi!owth and man u- 
ftoture of the Moorish dominions, ' but 
what merchants and caravans bn'i^. froQi 
Tnnfs/ 'Algiers^ the Le^^nt, Alexandria^ and 
GumCEL ' It sendS' provisions and. fruit to 
Gibndtar and Spain, and all the variety »f 
Europe « obtained in exchange. ' 

The French cook who had attended 
lUppeMK from Holland, gave seasoning and 
e)^9fice: to^ the plenty of ^ eatensiri 
market. ; : ., 

He mig^t have provided himself with a 
barem :. bitt the wanton Spaniard was-more 
tliah; sufficient for him, considering. bis age 

and inftmities. 

i : , The 
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' 1?he pleasure of mixed society and con- 
versation was not to be found at Tetuan. 
A number of Jew merchants reside there* 
There are likewise consuls from the nationa 
of Europe, They however but indifferently 
filled up the void. He tried to amuse him- 
self by speculations and improvements in 
husbandry. He procured a grant of a con- 
siderable tract of waste land, and had a 
variety of implements of agriculture sent 
•to him from Europe. His intentiou was to 
instruct the barbarous inhabitants in the 
modes of European tillage: but he spent 
his mouey; iKme or few were instructed, 
and himsdf little amused. 

In these circumstaaces, a visit from AU 
Den gave him the most sensiUe pleasure. ' 

Ali had not deserted Muley Abdallah in 
his misfortunes. He submitted with cheer- 
fulness to the hardships of a wanderiug life 
Sn Taffilet. This he did not from respect 
or affection ; for Abdallah was not a man 
'to inspire either; but in obedience to an 
honest iuipulse which bade him adhere 
to his. benefactor. He came to Tetualt 
upon » mission to observe the dispositiotU 
S of 
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KMintif ackiuwlei4g<ili'l>e tuvpc. inwM 
Um h> foHow their <»ivm>le> Wi AM^lop 
aa ciKflaUe t|riw»t.™-" flpj" tg^ypi^ 
4be gmCKW mMgMf : ." h« jisa tjiraol^ 
'" if y« wiU; 111* lidKfticii^ m4 ifo- 
" ucted me. let im occMipii .(xniMnt itr 
." k1{; I will cut UtD .A>6t a:|>9<»ge ts tJ^ 
f Ihrnw, «r ptri* in (Ik uttefnpt!"— TJ^ 
feeling* .ef .-honaurallk lttt&Qbli)e4t >tftt 
iKmuedUateeut. TteaeiwlwlnpitiSinc 
vrajf, likeinDstiibcrttnfl»«f hi^lleKiripUonft 
iilAngitidi tfae'Vtftaes.of jprivate life. 

As no iinmedtateptofpecte^eiMdiijtteffgf 
■ervingSm raaitet, heienawnl #t Trtt^n. 
and k«d jinany nigllt^ iBcetings wth ftl{V- 
pntU, m vliicllitheae.-niiuiulaijSOicailiv^ed 
twnvcnjitionjwiib a:b«ttie ofjgMxi jwine. . 
' -Tbis .kit vas roused :&ani JkheJpfjior f)i 
taxrtian by >tlie adaeoWr« of aa dll >friea4 
whI oompaniMt. 

i A*eallyias.the yjar WSft ^istanlwino* 
iMd hToMm wt lin Cornea. TllC inliabv- 
tawts, tresenttng the ^exactions .aod o^res- 
eiotts' of. the Genoese ^aveeainent, iiad »- 

' COUISft 
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iSuHSM'artiM, BtltSKl< Aeiiftlitrection 
%'S^Vi%h(>Qt a dH^rtlttBAie fel-tti; Wheti, ill 
ilireli 1736; i vtssetftain T-ii«!«, «a»yiil8 
EkglMb coloiirs,' iiiivM'-iit Aleriaj' ttoe.of 
Itie fidra iif ttK Mibii ■ Aittmgtt riiihly 
Klbiteiit lab^if rftrnftMiVessH. Ue^wM 
tha»:deM*;beii-" ^ : ''■ ' 

Hit coKi: (iiaile *fit(r the fiuMdnDftiif 
Dev^tiC, wat soaflcc lined -mtSx' Aii, ' Hu 
wore I luiKdsoml: tUg dkixred bs^&iiroadi 
fariMmedlnt, tuTAed u[» an one «Mte ma 
tiav^liet maanei*. ^ long Spaaisft sword 
liting M hii ^de ; and in hi» h&hd he twiiied 
about 4 taptr hosked cane. He fcad » 
lirge aWSi^oe 9f pefSOnS, «%t)ltl be dis- 
linguiUued tiy Hie iiaaea i>f tnaitr^-il'liecttt 
UiriVary, ahapfate. They appsared *lj 
bctai^Id af* ^rstki of diHtnetion. 

-As hi did ttbl itnlMfiately iiscUae bii 
name, bpIflioHs Wert dSvMed, wbo fee was : 
^The f^Wthdet;, iecOKjing to BOIiie;: 
Cdunt BoHjtttiV S«(m 'turkty, aecording 
to iitVeti. A third {itoty a^riaed it va( 
Kipperda ^iHMelf. fliA it wat aooa^uia' 
itMi thaft tWs '«xtrJH*dt)iaiiy »ttai^<« «a* 
a Priiteiangenttetfiali, TheodoM iUHfcMijr 
Baron de Kcvoff. 

Hi) 
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. His life had been curiously chequered 
with incidents. In his youth he had been 
in the French service. From tins be had 
jepaired to Baron. Gortz in Sweden.' By 
biro, he was sent to ^mUi. He was known 
to Cardinal Alberonit and contracted an 
, acquaintance with Ripperda. This' latt«r 
procured him a young lady in ma>mage, of 
a good fitnily and some foitune. Newofi^ 
not much pleased with her person, de- 
camped one day without warning^^^accom- 
paniol. by the greater part of her movciables, 
Paris was at this time the resort of all those 
enterprising spirits who do not think of 
gaining . fortune by slow mechanical, in- 
dustry, but by rapid invention and brisk 
iptrepidity. Law was in the midst of lug 
brilliant experiments in finance. He re^ 
ceived NewofFas a brother of his soul, and 
initiated him in the mysteries of bis pro- 
fessioQ. Paris was for some time an agree' 
able residence. Kewo£^ enjoyed all tb« 
pleasures of, fashionable life;, when somo 
trouUesome creditors occasioned his abrupt 
depai!ture for England- It soon bec%ni^ 
iAeoaveiUci)lt,to continue in England;-«nd 
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lie'sliifted the stietie of tus a;0)useineiite tq 
AiDfiterdsiB. His: ex<;ttrsioDS extended t^ 
Italy and the. Levant; wbeo, heariiig of 
the troubles of Coraict, he cpn^ceiyed tbe 
tdisaof bbc'onung king of the ieluid. He 
went to Tttitis, and commanicated his pro* 
ie^i49!>the Dey, ^l)o affiDEded,hiin the 
mesM .of eaxtying it ipto efl^ct, , , 

, He^^i^ected i^ipg of Corsica 4 month 
a^tec hJ84rrlyal. fU assunie4 the state of 
a savcr^o; prints. Three hundred men, 
with dravra sworda, composed his guard. 
Two pieces of artillery were planted at his 
door. He proceeded to name his offiqers 
of state. He had hjs generalissimos, and 
goVerofltrs of towns and < provino^» hU 
treaiurii!, Abd keeper of the SfKtU. . He was 
arbitrary and demotic in hisgovem^lent; 
•7-^eteral persons were hung and shot by , 
his Orders. ' . 

, Ripperda felt gr^t zeal to support this 
new-sprung monarchy. He sent money to 
Theo^jre. . He undertook several, journeys 
toM^quipez. ;But Theodore, not satisfied 
with the amount, of his remittances, ^ and. 
doubting^ pf his ability to render him any 
essential 
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cssentiftl iorriee, turned Mtnsi^ to aadilut 
qdarter. He ibuod a rieb Jew at TunU, 
one Mordecti Senagt^ vfco o^nMnte^ to 
make him larg« advances on diis adveii- 
tnrous 9peeula('i<m of oontumcial benefits 
to be coii^irett oil hloi and the Jffvish 
people, vhctt 'fheodbre «as in oorArlae^ 
possession of Cdreicd. ' Tfce Jews vtw to 
be put in jKMsession oft^e ptukiif AUria, 
Ibrmfiig a commoB wealth 06 thar' oimv 
vttliout an^ other mark of subjection tbaH 
the payment of five per cent, cm all toipo^ted 
tnerchahdJEe., ' ' > ^ 

Rfpperda, neglecited evtta ity Tbeodori- 
Ml into' corflplete lowHes^'df spirits. Th« 
deftth of Dona Jo9£pba gave a «haek to iag 
mind ^e was little aMd to bear {& liid itattf 
vt melancbdj and depressioQ. 1^ had 
been attacked wWj a-A'opsieal jcomptaint, 
and,' TO hopes of relief from medical -skill iD 
Europe, bad erabsH-ked for AtHcter^aBi; 
Triiere she died soon after her arHval. 

Itlppevda's biain became aflFerted wltll 
religious extravagancies. He fflfiicied him- 
self inspired to promulgate a new ireJIgiwi. 
The Jewbh, liie Christian, the MahpnMtan, 
were 
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were but types and forerunners of a more 
perfect revelation confided to him. Elias, 
David, St. John the Baptist, all the pro. 
phets, had foretold his coining*. As no 
doctrine is so absurd as not to gain pro- 
selytes, he was heard with favour and con- 
viction by multitudes. The Mahometan 
bigots took the alarm, and charged him 
with blasphemy and impiety. His friend 
Ali, and a few of his way of thinking, 
smiled. 

He died at Tetuan, towards the end of 
the year 1737. Of the children of his first 
marriage, the son married a daughter of 
Count Cobentzel, and established himself 
in Holland ; the daughter married, in Spain, 
a man of a good family. One of his sons 
by his Spanish Avife, had a small' govern- 
lent'in Spanish America. 

* L'Abbe Prevot, le pour et le coDtre. 

THE END. 



i. Brettell, Piiater, Marahall-itreet, Gol>kn-M]iiu«. 
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